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more convenient for the company to have
its share register kept in Perth. The Bill
gives power for the company to do that.
If the company did not have its own of-
fice in Perth, it might desire to have its
share register kept at the office of a pub-
lie accountant, or at one of these secre-
tariat companies which specialiSe in the
keeping of share registers. Such a com-
pany will, if the Bill is agreed to, be able
to avail itself of that facility.

The word "person" is mentioned, but
under the Interpretation Act "person"
includes "company." Therefore it would
be open to any person or any company to
keep the share register of another com-
pany.

Replying to the last point made by Mr.
Willesee, my reading of the Bill is that
it requires the company to notify the
registrar of any place, other than the
registered office of the company, at which
the register Is kept. To my mind that
duty is an obligation on an officer of the
company-the secretary or a director.

I1 think it matters not whether the per-
son keeping the share register is an offi-
cer of the company or not. I should say
that In all the cases contemplated by the
Bill, the company or the firm of indivi-
duals keeping the share register would not
be officers of the company in the ordinary
accepted sense of the term: they would
be professional persons engaged by the
company, and the relationship of master
and servant would not exist. I do not
think it is intended that they should be
liable to any penalty: but there is ample
provision in the Bill for the Act to be
observed, because each company has its
directors. Its secretary, and its public of-
ficer: and the Act contemplates that any
one of these officers is the officer to be
responsible for notifying the registrar
where the register of members is available
for inspection.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines-in reply) (3.341: I
thank Mr. Willesee and Mr. Watson for
their contributions to the debate. The
Bill seemed to be perfectly all right to Mr.
Watson, but Mr. Willesee raised one or
two queries. In order to make sure that,
before the legislation goes through, I shall
have an opportunity to give an explana-
tion to Mr. Willesee concerning the Points
be raised, I shall if the second reading of
the Bill is carried, ask that the Committee
stage be made an order of the day for next
Tuesday; and, in the meantime, I shall
endeavour to get the necessary informa-
tion to satisfy the honourable member on
the points he brought forward.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 3.36 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

STOLEN CARS

Number, and Penalties Imposed.

1.Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minis-
ter for Transport:
(1) Is the incidence of car stealing

increasing or decreasing?
(2) How many cars were stolen from

the 1st July, 1958, to the 31st
December, 1958, and the 1st
January, 1959, to the 30th June,
1959-

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan

area (bath periods separ-
ately) ?

(3) How many offenders were charged
for the thefts-

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan

area (both periods separ-
ately) ?

(4) Of the offenders charged, how
many were under the age of 18
years in each of the two areas
(both periods separately)?

(5) Of these offenders, how many
were-

(a) fined;
(b) sent to jail;
(c) committed to institutions

(both periods separately)?
(6) Of offenders over 18 years, how

many were fined and how many
sent to jail (both periods separ-
ately) ?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) Increasing.
(2) Vehicles reported stolen from the

1st July. 1958. to the 31st Decem-
ber, 1958--

(a) Metropolitan area, 334.
(b) Outside metropolitan area,

76.
Vehicles reported stolen from the
1st January, 1959, to the 30th
June. 1959-

(a) Metropolitan area, 449.
(b) Outside metropolitan area.

86.
(3) Offenders charged for thefts from

the 1st July, 1958, to the 31st
December. 1958-

(a) Metropolitan area, 166.
(b) Outside metropolitan area.

33.
Offenders charged for thefts from
the 1st January, 1959, to the 30th
June, 1959-

(a) Metropolitan area, 151.
(b) Outside metropolitan area.

51.

(4) Offenders charged under the age
of 18 years between the 1st July,
1958, and the 31st December,
1958.-

(a) Metropolitan area. 124.
(b) Outside metropolitan area,

16.
Offenders charged under the age
of 18 years between the 1st Janu-
ary, 1959, and the 30th June,
1959-

(a) Metropolitan area, 96.
(b) Outside metropolitan area,

23.
(5) Offenders

1958, to the
Nil-23
haviour

fined from the 1st July,
31st December, 1958-

placed on good be-
bonds.

Offenders sent to jail from the 1st
July, 1958, to the 31st December.
1958-1s.
Offenders committed to institu-
tions from the 1st July, 1958, to
the 31st December, 1958-101,
Offenders fined from the 1st Janu-
ary, 1959, to the 30th June. 1959-
Nil. Seven offenders placed on
bonds.
Offenders sent to jail from the
1st January, 1959, to the 30th
June, 1959-36.
Offenders committed to institu-
tions from the 1st January, 1959,
to the 30th June, 1959-76.

(6) Offenders over 18 years of age
from the 1st July, 1958, to the 31st
December, 1958-

(a) Pined, 19.
(b) Sent to jail, 40.

Offenders over 18 years of age
from the 1st January, 1959, to the
30th June, 1959-

(a) Flned, 11.
(b) Sent to jail, 72.

SCHOOL DENTISTS

Use of General Anaesthetics

2A. Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is it the usual practice for school

dentists to extract, under a
general anaesthetic, the teeth of
schoolchildren, at the nearest
hospital?

(2) Is he aware that in such cases
parents are obliged to pay the fee
of the anaesthetist?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes, if a general anaesthetic is

warranted.
(2) Yes. If the patient is a child of

a person insured for medical bene-
fits, a medical benefit is payable
for the service.
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Adult Extractions
2B. Mr. LEVIS asked the Minister for

Health:
Are school dentists authorised to
extract teeth of adults during
school hours?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No, unless in a case of extreme
urgency and there is no dentist
in private practice available. In
outback areas, an adult may have
treatment in school hours in order
that he may undertake a long
journey home in reasonable time,

CITY BEACH
Discolouration of Water at Sewer Outlet
3. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Has he noticed the stain in the

water surrounding the sewer out-
let south of City Beach during
recent weeks?

(2) As Mr. J. Alver has now returned
to this State, would he request
him to conduct an on-the-spot
investigation and obtain samples
for analysing by the Public Health
Department, similar to the samples
taken earlier this year by this
contamination expert?

Mr. 'WILD replied:
(1) There is generally some noticeable

discolouration. in the immediate
vicinity of the outlet.

(2) No.

CANNINGTON POLICE STATION
Establishment

4. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) In view of the ever-increasing

need for police supervision in and
around the Cannington district, is
it the intention to build a police
station in the Cannington area
this financial year?

(2) If not, when is it expected that
such a Police station will be
erected?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
It is intended to build the police
station in the Cannington area
when loan funds are available.

W.A. BAND ASSOCIATION
Grant from Revenue

5. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Premier:
With reference to item 61, division
No. 20, expenditure for 1958-59,
viz., W.A. Hand Association Ex-
penditure, E700-

(1) For what purpose was this
sum expended?

(2) Were country bands which
were members of the
association, eligible to par-
ticipate in any distribution
of benefit?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) As a contribution towards the de-

ficit incurred in staging the Aus-
tralian Band Championship which
was held in Perth over the! Aus-
tralia flay weekend. The net de-
ficiency after receipt of this grant
was £171 5s. 5d.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

KING'S PARK BOARD INCOME

Contributions from Tennis Club and
Restaurant Rents

6. Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) What was the total income of the
King's Park Board for the last
financial year?

(2) What rent or lease fees were re-
ceived fromn-

(a) the tennis club;
(b) the restaurant?

(3) What was the amount tendered
for the restaurant?

(4) What is the duration of the pres-
ent restaurant lease?

Mr. BOVEJL replied:
(1) £14,983.
(2) (a) Nil.

(b) Ground rental only-t12 at £1
Per month. The lessee has
built and equipped the restau-
rant at a cost to him of over
£40,000. Except for tenant's
equipment, buildings are the
property of the Crown.

(3) £25,281.
(4) Twenty-one years from the 1st

May, 1957.

COLLIE COALMINERS' AMENITIES
Contracts Entered Into by Board

7. Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:
(1) What contracts have been entered

into by the board controlling the
Collie Coal Miners' Amenities
Fund?

(2) What amounts of money are in-
volved?

(3) How was the money in question
expended?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
This information is being sought
from the Board controlling the
fund, and will be made available
to the honourable member when
received.
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WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
Farms Available to Er-Servicemen

8. Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Are any farms available for pur-

chase by approved ex-servicemen
under the War Service Land
Settlement Act?

(2) What unimproved land or aban-
doned properties could be made
available for selection under the
War Service Land Settlement Act?

Mr. NALD)ER replied:
(1) Approved ex-servicemen under the

War Service Land Settlement Act
are required to hold the farm
under perpetual lease for 10
years before they can purchase.
Farms are not available under the
Act for other than approved ex-
servicemen.

(2) No unimproved land or aban-
doned properties are made avail-
able under the War Service Land
Settlement Act. Properties sur-
plus to the scheme are sold in the
normal manner outside the
scheme.

WATER FOR GERALDTON
Information an Supplementary Suplies
9. Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) Has a geological or other survey

been made in the area north and
north-east of Geraldton, bounded
by the Oeraldton-Northampton
Road and the Geraldton-Mullewa
Road with respect to ascertaining
the availability of suitable water
to supplement supplies now avail-
able to Geraldton from Wicher-
mna?

(2) If so, will he furnish a lull report
of estimated quantity and quality
of such water, and the estimated
depths at which it will be found?

(3) If a survey has not been carried
out, will he give an undertaking
that it will be done at an early
date, and that a programme of
boring will be commenced in the
area to determine the amount of
suitable water that could be made
available to Oeraldton consumers?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) A geological survey was made in

1958 and several exploratory bores
were sunk in 1950-1951.

(2) Quantities varied from zero up to
3,000 gallons per hour; quality un-
suitable for human consumption:
depths varied from about 150 ft.
to 230 ft.

(3) The Government Geologist recom-
mends further exploratory boring
in the Wicherina area in pre-
ference to other locations.

DRINKING CONTAINERS

Stamping According to Capacity
10. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Police:
Has any consideration been given
to the desirability of having drink-
ig containers used in hotels and

clubs stamped according to the
capacity of each container, simi-
larly to the practice prevailing in
the Eastern States of Australia?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
If every container had to be
stamped with its capacity there
would be a considerable increase
in costs and it has been considered
that full measure is being supplied
to customers without incurring
this extra cost.

ALBANY FISHERMEN
Road Transport Permits

11. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Are fishermen fishing in the Al-

bany zone compelled to obtain a
road transport permit, when de-
siring to transport fish by road to
the Metropolitan Markets?

(2) If so, would he give consideration
to some alternative method of
issuing permits when fishermen
are fishing away from Albany, as
extra mileage is incurred when
fishermen have to return to Al-
bany to obtain permits to trans-
Port by road fish considered as
uncannable?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) The State Transport Co-ordina-

tion Act Provides that licenses
must be obtained for the trans-
port of fish.

(2) Annual or seasonal licenses as re-
quired are granted without diff-
culty for the transport of non-
canning varieties of fish to Perth
from Places on the south coast.
On occasions when fishermen de-
sire permits for casual loads only,
they have no need to visit Albany
but can contact the Transport
Board from the nearest con-
venient Point on their journey to
the metropolitan area. Most. if
not all, fishermen are aware that
the board readily rants approval
for non-canning varieties of fish.

PROSPECTORS
Qualifications f or Assistance

12. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

On the 17th September, 1958 the
then Minister for Mines informed
me that age pensioners were then
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eligible for prospectors' assistance
as some were in receipt of same:
and then, on the 6th October this
year, I was informed that pros-
pecting sustenance is not available
to age pensioners. Has there
been a change in policy of the
scheme in this respect since Sep-
tember, 1958?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
On the 17th September, 1958,
some age pensioners were receiv-
ing assistance by way of loan of
tools, and one age war pensioner
was receiving food ration orders
to the value of £1. 2s. 6d. per week
to supplement his war pension.
This was granted, as a special case,
to help him to meet water-carting
costs.
There has been no change in the
previous policy of insisting that
assisted prospectors apply for the
old age pension when they become
eligible, and prospecting susten-
ance is discontinued when the
pension is received, although loan
of tools may continue.

BOXING DAY HOLIDAY
Legislation to Transfer Date

13. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
(I) Is it the Intention of the Govern-

ment to bring down legislation to
have Monday, the 28th December,
1959, declared a public holiday in
lieu of Saturday, the 20th Decem-
ber, 1959?

(2) Is be aware that the States of
New South Wales and Victoria
have proclaimed legislation grant-
ing Monday. the 28th of Decem-
ber. 1959, as a public holiday?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

14. This question wvas postponed.

WATER RESTRICTIONS
Consumption Before and After and

Estimated Saving

15. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What was the water consumption

in the metropolitan area for the
14 days prior to the water re-
strictions?

(2) What has been the water con-
sumption in the metropolitan
area for the 14 days following the
water restrictions?

(3) What has been the estimated Sav-
ing of water in the metropolitan
area for the 14 days following the
water restrictions?

Mr. WHLD replied:
(1) 501,000,000 gallons.
(2) 323,000,000 gallons.
(3) With very changeable weather

conditions it is impracticable over
such a short period of restrictions
to give a reliable figure showing
the saving in water consumption.

16. This question was postponed.

THE "SAN MGUEL?'

Tabling of Inspection Report

17. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Did any officers of the Health De-

partment or any health officers of
any local government authority
inspect conditions on the steam-
ship San Miguel when she was
recently in port from the North-
West?

(2) If so, was any written report pre-
sented to the Under Secretary for
Health?

(3) If this was done, will he lay copies
of the report upon the Table of
the House?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No. The ship Is regularly inspec-

ted on all visits to port by officers
of the General and Animal
Quarantine Branch of the Com-
monwealth Health Department.

(2) No.
(3) Answered by No. (2).

TRADE ASSOCIATIONS
REGISTRATION

BILL

First Reading

Bill introduced by Mr. Perkins (Minister
for Labour) and read a first time.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

,Precedence

MR. BRAND (Greenough - Premier)
[2.28): I move-

That on and after Wednesday, the
21st October, Government business
shall take precedence of all motions
and orders of the day on Wednesdays
as on all other days.

In moving this motion, I am only follow-
ing what has been done from year to year
by all Governments. it is moved a little
earlier this year; but it must be borne in
mind that Parliament met approximately
a month earlier than usual-we met on the
30th June-and in the hope that we can
finish the session towards the end of
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November, or approximately at that time-
no-one can fix the exact date-it is neces-
sary to move this motion. We do, how-
ever, hope to finish the session at the end
of November. There is not a great deal
of private members' business on the notice
paper; and I assure members that it will
be dealt with in the same way as it has
been dealt with from time to time in the
past in that an opportunity will be given
for private members' business now before
us to be considered.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [2.30): 1 do
not intend to raise any objection to this
motion. However. I would like the Premier
to expand a little on what he said
about Private members' business. if
I remember rightly, there was a mis-
understanding on this same point back in
one of the years when the member for
Murray was Premier. We, who were of
the Opposition at that time, mistakenly-
or so it seemed afterwards-took an
assurance which was given when a motion
similar to this one was moved as convey-
ing much more than it was allowed to
convey in practice subsequently.

Therefore, I ask the Premier to give us
an assurance that private members' busi-
ness on the notice paper will be dealt with
fully; in other words, that full oppor-
tunity for further debate, as well as for a
decision by way of a vote, will be allowed.

MR. BRAND (Oreenough-Premier-
in reply) [2.321: 1 am prepared to do that.
I will look back over the last six years and
follow the precedent set over that period.
I am sure that should be satisfactory to
the Leader of the Opposition. There is
not that much we can quarrel about in
regard to the time debate would take, and
I assure members that they will have an
opportunity for a full debate.

Mr. Graham: If a Private member in-
troduces matter in the next week or two,
would reasonable opportunity be given?

Mr. BRAND: I am not going further
than to say we would give it considera-
tion. If I move from this point I might
create a precedent. After all, if it is
done for one private member, other private
members could expect the same considera-
tion.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2), £19,000,000
Standing Orders Suspension

on motion by Mr. Brand (Treasurer),
resolved:

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable resolutions from the Com-
mittees of Supply and of Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on
the same day on which they shall have

passed those Committees, and also the
passing of a Supply Bill through all
its stages in one day.

Message-A pproprtation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

In Committee O/ SuVPpY

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chair.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[2.34): 1 move-

That there be granted to Her
Majesty on account of the services for
the year ending the 30th June, 1960,
a sum not exceeding £19,000,000.

This is the second Supply Bill intro-
duced this session. As the sum of
£21,000,000 has already been granted for
this financial year, it was felt necessary
that a further request be made for the
sum of £19,000,000 to enable the services
of the State to be carried on until
the Estimates have been passed by
Parliament. Members have copies of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates
before them, and these disclose details
of the expenditure and income,

The £21,000,000 already approved by
Parliament was made up from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund. £15,000,000; the
General Loan Fund, £4,000,000; and Ad-
vance to Treasurer, £2,000,009. That sum
was granted for three months until the
30th September, 1959; and for that period
the expenditure has been from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund £15,600,735; and
general revenue, £3,515,472. Revenue col-
lected over this three months wvas
£E13,867,623, leaving a deficit in the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of £1.733.132.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [2.371:
Although not offering any opposition to
this proposal, I desire to take the oppor-
tunity that is available to say a few things
about the Government's financial policy.
First of all, I would like to deal with the
Government's policy in regard to taxa-
tion. The policy in this direction appears
to be a very mixed-up one--one which
presumably has Just been thrown together
In a hurry as ideas have occurred from
time to time to various Ministers.

There has been no careful weighing up
of the pros and cons. Therefore, there has
been no careful working out of a taxation
policy which could be regarded as well-
balanced and equitable. Fur instance,
recently we had a Bill introduced by the
Minister for Works and Water Supplies
to increase the existing water rate maxi-
mum from 2s to 3s. On that occasion
the Minister gave the House very little
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information at all, and certainly no de-
tailed information which could be regarded
as being worth while.

However, per medium of questions
directed by members from this side of the
House to the Minister, same very illuminat-
ing information in regard to the proposal
was obtained. Some of it, unfortunately,
was given after the Bill had been approved
by virtue of the support it received from
all members on the Government side of
the House. We were able to ascertain by
that method that approximately £60,000
a year more would be paid by the water
ratepayers concerned.

I think it will be agreed that the payment
of £:60,000 a year, additional, Is a substan-
tial amount; and it is even more sub-
stantial when it is realised that this amount
will be Paid not by all the water rate-
payers in Western Australia, but only by
a small Percentage of them.

On Wednesday of this week, the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie obtained information
from the Minister as to the actual town-
ships which would be affected under the
increased water rate proposal. It will be
only the people In those townships who
will pay the 50 per cent, increase in
water rates. The townspeople concerned
are those who live in all towns on the
Perth-Kalgoorlie railway between Parker-
yulle and Kalgoorlie, inclusive. The other
towns are-

Darlington, Glen Forrest, Mahogany
Creek, Mundaring, Sawyers Val-
ley.

Toodyay, Irishtown.
Spencers Brook to Beverley, inclusive.
Goomalling.
Shackleton, Belka.
Nukarni, Nokaning, Nungarin.
Westonia.
Coolgardie to Norseman, inclusive.
Bullfinch, Marvel Loch.
Boulder.

It will be seen, therefore, that quite a
number of members are vitally affected,
because the Bill which was passed the
other day by the vote of all members on
the Government side will place a 50 per
cent. increase on the water rates of the
people who live in these various towns.

The Government could only have ob-
tained the support of the members con-
cerned on its own side, by having the
proposal considered and approved, first of
all, at Party meetings. So it is reason-
ably clear that this taxation increase pro-
posal was considered at meetings of
the Government Parties, and was ap-
proved by a majority at each meeting. I
say that, because I cannot imagine that
the vote of the Government Parties in
favour of this taxation proposal would
have been unanimous.

I cannot imagine that the member for
Mt. Marshall, who is now taking such a
great interest in the matter, would have

given a vote in favour of the proposition
at a Party meeting; nor can I imagine
that the member for Avon Valley would
have voted at a Party meeting for a 50
per cent, increase in the water rates of the
people down Beverley way, and of the
people in the district between Spencers
Brook and Beverley where townships other
than Beverley are in existence. Nor can
I imagine that the member for Toodyay.
at a meeting of the Country Party,
would have voted for a proposal which
would have increased by 50 per cent. the
water taxation on the people of Toodyay.

Sir Ross McLarty: They are fair-
minded members, and they realise that
their districts are only being brought into
line with others.

Mr. HAWKE: The member for Darling
Range is very much concerned with this
proposition, and I can hardly bring my-
self to believe that at a meeting of the
Country Party he voted to impose this in-
crease of 50 per cent, in the water rates
of his people. Nevertheless, when the Bill
was brought here after the Government
had obtained approval at Party meetings
for the proposal, no member on the Gov-
ernment side voted against the proposal;
that is, no member of those present when
the division took place voted against it.

Mr. J." Hegney: They did not even speak
on it.

Mr. HAWKE: We heard a moment ago
from the member for Murray who, at the
moment, is stroking his imaginary but
non-existent moustache. He tried to buck
up the fading optimism of the members
to whom I have been referring, by saying
to them and for them that they would
realise that the right and fair thing was
being done, because the proposed increase,
when applied, would only bring the towns-
people concerned into line with people liv-
ing in some of the other districts.

We know-and you, Mr. Chairman,
would know better than I because You
know the member for Murray better than
I do-just what sort of noise he would
have been making in the Chamber if the
proposal had covered the people at Pin-
jarra-and Waroona, if Waroona is still in
his electorate.

Sir Ross McLarty: NO; you are out of
date.

Mr. HAWKE: We would have had the
member for Murray standing up and
making a very ferocious speech. Unfor-
tunately, we do not hear from him very
often these days; but when we do, it Is
usually on taxation measures. We know
that he is at his ferocious best when he
is opposing and fighting, as it were, some
taxation proposal; but only when it is
proposed by a Government other than his
own.

In previous days. when he was Treasurer
of the State, he used to put forward pro-
posals for taxation increases; and he used
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to Justify them in-I was going to say,
a mast enthusiastic way, but I think that
would be going a bit far, because I do not
ever remember the honourable member
'being enthusiastic about taxation in-
creases; although there can be no doubt
that, on such occasions, he was most in-
sistent, most persistent, and most de-
termined. in addition, he always made
it appear that the increases in taxation
which his Government was demanding
from the public were justified and abso-
lutely necessary in all the circumstances.

I have just referred to the policy of the
Government in regard to this field of taxa-
tion. If we look at the notice paper we
find that tax Bills of all kind are set down.
Some of them are for increased taxation,
and same are for reduced taxation. The
remarkable thing about the taxation policy
of the Government as we know it at the
moment-it is likely to be changed to-
morrow and added to next week, I quite
agree-is that it is a policy which puts
a 50 per cent. increase on the water rate
of many townspeople in Western Austra-
lia: yet, at the same time, it proposes to
reduce the entertainments tax.

Mr. Evans: Not on the punters.

Mr. HAWKE: A taxation policy put
forward by a Government which increases
the burden of water rates by 50% on a
great number of people and, at the same
time, reduces the entertainments tax on
other people, is a policy which does not
make sense, it is a policy which could
.not be logically explained and which most
decidely could not be justified.

On one occasion during this session the
Premier said that members of our Govern-
ment during the election campaign gave
an undertaking to reduce entertainment
tax. We did: but we had no proposal to
raise by 50 per cent, or by any per cent,
the water-rate burden upon people at
Toodyay, Beverley, or Kellerberrin. If
mention of the word "Kellerberrin"; will
not cause the member for Mt. Marshall to
take a lively interest in this debate, I am
forced to give up as far as he is con-
cerned.

That is the vital difference between any
undertaking we gave during the election
campaign to reduce entertainments tax,
and the undertaking which the present
Ministers gave in the same direction. I
emphasise the point-a taxation policy
which reduces entertainments tax and in-
creases water rates is one which does not
make sense. It does not balance: there is
no logic in it; it is silly. Even though it Is
silly, and in view of the source from which
it emanates--that is, the policy-I give up
trying to make any worth-while impres-
sion upon the mind of the Treasurer, or
upon the minds of any of his colleagues.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) 12.521: 1, too,
would like to make a brief contribution to
the debate an this Bill; and I shall pre-
face my remarks by referring to the recent
amendment to the Country Areas Water
Supply Act. I do that far two reasons,
the first being that I would be failing in
my duty as the member for a district
which is vitally affected if I did not say
something about it; and the other reason
is that I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of correcting the Minister for Police
who, during my remarks when the Bill was
before the House, said that Kalgoorie was
not affected. By a further question asked
of the Minister for Water Supply, I aescer-
tamned that Kalgoorlie and Boulder would
be affected; so I would pose this question:
Which Minister was correct? They could
not both be correct; so one of them is
wrong; or bath of them are.

We have heard about the Government's
financial policy, a policy which earlier in
the year was responsible for squeezing a
measly 17s. 6d. per week from each of the
single unemployed in the State. Appar-
ently the Government could not afford to
hand out to the single unemployed persons,
who are in such dire need, the small sum
which would have helped them to rehab-
ilitate themselves. With that small amount
each week these people would have had
more chance of finding employment.

By this Bill the Government is asking
for appropriation of a sum of £19,000,000.
But let us look at the way the Government
has handled the financial affairs of the
State since it took office early in April. I
have already mentioned the cancellation of
the unemployment benefit. During the
election campaign the Government stated
that it would relieve people from certain
taxation. Probate duty and entertainment
tax were both mentioned. But the enter-
tainment tax seems to be getting a seesaw
trip; because, from the attitude It has
adopted, the present Government appar-
ently intends to reduce the entertainment
tax on certain people but Impose a tax on
S.P. punters. So it seems to be a betwixt-
and-between sort of tax.

We know that the Government recently
approved of the reopening of certain rail-
way lines which had been closed. I do not
know whether any compromise was reached
between certain members of the coalition
Government as regards this matter, but it
is an interesting point as to whether a
certain Act which controlled unfair trad-
ing will be repealed if these lines are re-
opened.

The Treasury has agreed to subsidize
any losses that may be incurred from the
reopening of these lines; and I1 hope that
no losses will be incurred, because the
Treasury, whose officers are responsible to
the people of Western Australia for the
spending of the State's money, will have to
meet any losses which may result from the
reopening. If, however, losses are made.

2164



[Thursday, 15 October, 1959.1 2165

the people of Western Australia will have
to foot the bill through increased taxes
which this Government will levy.

Early in the 1950's a famous slogan was
used, and it was readily appreciated by all
the People of Western Australia. This
slogan was: ."The Taxus rangers ride
again." I am afraid that the horses are
being brought out and saddled up once
more; new masks are being worn; and the
dust is being shaken from the bushrangers'
clothes. There is a new chief in the saddle,
and the "taxus rangers" are out again.

Although I do not intend to oppose the
Bill, I am strongly opposed to the Govern-
ment's financial policy, particularly as it
will affect certain country towns; and,
more particularly, because it will affect
the people on the Goldfields. They will be
asked to bear an extra burden even though
they are the people who can least afford it;
because, primarily, Goldfields people are
working-class people, and they are living
on a basic wage which is below that paid
in the metropolitan area and the South-
West Land Division. Even though the
basic wvage is lower, Goldfields people are
called upon to pay higher prices for many
commodities; and, by its legislation, the
Government is inflicting a further taxa-
tion burden upon them. I deprecate that
action. With those remarks, I support the
Bill.

MR. J1. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [2.581:
The Treasurer indicated that the deficit
for the first three months of the financial
year was in the vicinity of £1,900,000.
Bearing in mind the fact that the State is
penalised by the Grants Commission if its
taxation is not in line with that imposed
in the standard States. I cannot under-
stand why the Government, before it is
hardly in the saddle, has decided to re-
open certain railway lines.

We have been informed over the years
that the railways have been responsible for
most of the deficits of this State. By a
decision of Parliament, many of the un-
payable lines were closed; but immediately
this Government took office, it applied
itself to the task of reopening certain of
those unpayable lines. The Minister for
Railways has said that it will be only for
a trial period. But it is a well-known fact
that they cannot possibly pay. Prom their
previous operations it was obvious that
they could not make a contribution to the
State's revenue. Therefore, deficits will
accrue as a result of that line being re-
opened.

Through its leader, the Government has
stated that it proposes to reduce land
taxation. The State is badly in need of
more revenue, but the Government now
proposes to grant remissions of land tax.
In contradistinction to that, we will have
other Proposals brought before us for our
consideration in connection with an in-
crease in motor-vehicle registration fees.

However, the worst taxation increase of
all was the one contained In the Country
Areas Water Supply Act Amendment Hill,
the object of which was to increase the
water rates of people who live in the coun-
try districts.

Over the years I have often heard that
there is need for uniformity in respect of
the rates imposed for taxation and water.
That proposal has been put forward from
time to time by the representatives of
country districts; yet here we find those
members giving their support to a proposal
to increase the water rates of the people in
the country. They did not try to bring the
rate down to a uniform level. To country
People water is a most important com-
modity; and yet the Government intro-
duced the Country Areas Water Supply
Act Amendment Bill to increase the water
rates in the country, mention of which
has also been made this afternoon. The
districts referred to are far removed
from the seat of Government, and the
residents do not enjoy the amenities
that are available in the metropolitan area.

We have also had a Bill designed to im-
Pose a metropolitan region improvement
tax, for the purpose of procuring additional
revenue to carry on some other Govern-
ment activity. All of these factors repre-
sent substantial increases in revenue; and
the legislation Providing for them is
apart altogether from the Bills on the
notice paper, the object of which is to
increase taxation, Of course, we are not
yet aware of the contents of those Bills.

I am at a loss to understand why this
Government objects to any deficit being
shown and yet agrees to reopen one of the
railway lines that had been closed by the
Previous Administration. The repercus-
sions of that move will, no doubt, be felt
as the months go by. However, we have
no alternative but to agree to the Supply
Hill, because its passage Is essential mn
order to carry out the functions of Govern-
ment. Therefore. I support the Bill.

MR. MAY (Collie) (3.51: 1 wish, firstly.
to refer to the inexplicable action taken
by Government departments on various
occasions. For instance, whenever land
is being resumed in the country-I suppose
it is the same in the metropolitan area,
but I do not know-no indication is sent
to the owner. In the area that I repre-
sent, there have been two occurrences of
this kind. The first indication the owner
has of any resumption is when the sur-
veyors appear on the job and commence
to chop up his land. I take this opportun-
ity to suggest to the Ministers who are
concerned with such resumptions that
instructions be issued to their departments
that as soon as their officers know of any
intention to resume property, they should
immediately advise the owners who will be
affected by such resumption. This would
make no difference to the value of the
land.



266 I ASSEIMLY. I

I know of one case which occurred some
years ago and which concerned the Public
Health Department. It had nothing to
do with the present Administration. A
man's property, Including his house, was
resumed, and the only notification that
he had of that resumption was during a
conversation he entered into whilst travel-
ling in a train from Perth to Collie. Some-
body in the compartment happened to have
a copy of the relevant Government
Gazette; and as a result of sheer curiosity
only, this man was perusing the Govern-
ment Gazette and happened to see the
notice concerning the resumption of his
property and house. That is a terrible
thing to happen to anyone. Surely we
should not expect that in this State. We
might expect it to happen in Russia but
certainly not in Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: Have you drawn the atten-
tion of the appropriate Minister to that
fact?

Mr. MAY: Yes; I did at the time.

Mr. Brand: And what was done about
it?

Mr. MAY: He quickly issued advice to
the man concerned. Also, when the rail-
way line was to be put down at Muja, one
of the properties that was resumed was
owned by a man who was grazing a herd
of dairy cattle on it, The first he knew
of any resumption of his land was when
work commenced on his property to rip
down a power transmission line. Then
steps were taken to construct a road, to be
followed with a railway line. The first
notice he had was when he saw the men
working on his land. That man's liveli-
hood was dependent on that property.

Mr. Brand: Had the Act been amended
In the meantime? That sort of thing
could not take place now.

Mr. MAY: I do not know. I am merely
asking that Minister of the Government
should take heed of what I am saying;
and should It come to notice that a
person's property is to be resumed, I sug-
gest that the first step that should be
taken is to notify the owner of the property.
The present Minister for Railways knows
of a case in my electorate. This property
owner did not know that his land was to
be the subject of resumption until some-
body commenced to carve it up, just as
they do in Russia. That sort of thing
should be stopped.

Mr. Brand: It should have stopped a
long time ago.

Mr. MAY: I agree. I will certainly be
watching in the future to prevent any
further happenings of this nature.

Mr, Brand: H-ave you watched It up to
date?

Mr. MAY: On the 19th August, 1959, I
asked the Premier the following ques-
tion;

Will he make representation to the
Commonwealth Government In the
direction of having at least a por-
tion of its contribution towards the
Colombo Plan being made by deliveries
of wheat from Australia, with the ob-
ject of providing more food for the
starving millions in Asian countries,
and, at the same time, relieving the
surplus wheat situation which exists
in Australia today?

It will not take very long to read the
Premier's reply, because he was very terse.
Judging from his reply, I would say that
the Premier was most uninterested. His
reply was--

Details of contributions towards the
Colombo Plan are considered the pur-
view of the Commonwealth and other
contributing Governments.

I knew that before I asked the question.
Mr. Brand: Then why did you ask it?
Mr. MAY: I asked it as I thought the

Premier would accept that suggestion and
pass it on to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, because this year that Government
is paying £6,000,000 of the taxpayers'
money to provide assistance for Asian
countries. In my opinion portion of the
surplus wheat in this State could be sent
to Pakistan and India. It could be made
available under the Colombo Plan; and,
to some extent, it would relieve the plight
of the starving millions in those two coun-
tries. Yet, despite the urgency of the
position, that was the reply the Premier
gave to my suggestion. I was cut abso-
lutely dead. I thought that the Premier
would at least forward my suggestion to
the Commonwealth Government for con-
sideration. There was not even any pub-
licity given to it in this State.

However, I want to draw the attention
of the House to a report that was pub-
lished in the Daily News on the 28th Sep-
tember, 1959, which reads as follows:-

We Give Wheat to Pakistan.
Pakistan has received a gift of 1,500

tons of wheat from Australia f or flood
relief.

That Press report shows how badly that
country is in need of assistance of this
nature, hut the Leader of this Govern-
ment has wiped my suggestion off and
does not attempt to accept it. I want to
know why the Government cannot accept
that suggestion. I feel sure that the
farmers of this State would agree immedi-
ately to some of their surplus wheat being
sent to Pakistan and India to provide food
f or their starving millions. At the same
time the farmers would receive the usual
price for their wheat through the medium
of the Colombo Plan.
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Apparently the Government does not
wish to show any interest in any
suggestion which is put forward by
a member from this side of the House.
There is no doubt that the report In the
Daily News, dated the 28th September
last, demonstrates clearly the dire position
of the people in those two countries.

I thought the Government would at
least have taken some action and put the
suggestion before the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to see whether it could do some-
thing about the matter. I leave that
thought with the Government, and par-
ticularly with those members who represent
the wheat districts in the country. At
present we are sending farming imple-
ments to Pakistan and India, but many of
them are still lying untouched on the
wharves of Karachi, Bombay and Calcutta.
That is what is happening with the money
that has been granted to assist those
countries under the Colombo Plan.

I cannot see the value of the money
being spent in that way. In India, huge
dams are being built with funds that have
been granted under the Colombo Plan: and
those dams are badly needed because un-
less they are provided, irrigation will not
be available for some years to come. Most
of the equipment that has been supplied
by Australia to those countries is lying
idle on the wharves instead of the money
being used to send badly-needed wheat to
feed their starving millions.

I want to refer to the situation in Collie,
and to the coal industry. This in-
dustry is at present stabilised. I hope that
nothing will be done in 1960 to upset that
state of affairs. At present Collie is pro-
ducing between 800,000 and 900,000 tons
a year. This production is sufficient to
keep the employees in the industry going.
The number of employees has been reduced
from 1,600 to about 1,100. The State has
been saved £500,000 a year in the cost of
coal supplied.

As time goes on. the employees who
became surplus in the industry are being
taken back, as a result of vacancies through
retirements and resignations, to the extent
that the situation at Collie is at present
well In hand. Collie possesses one of the
most valuable assets which it is possible
for any State to possess; that is, an un-
limited supply of coal. I hope that the
people of this State, including the Govern-
ment, will not allow the coal industry In
Collie to remain static. I feel it should be
improved.

There is no avenue of employment in
the Collie district for boys who leave
school at 14 or 15 years of age. Over the
last five or six Years only one additional
boy has been taken on In the Industry. This
state of affairs cannot continue. At the
end of the year there will be 100 boys
leaving school, but there will be no avenue
of employment open to them.

[901

There is no purpose in their going else-
where to seek employment, because the
same situation exists. Under those cir-
cumnstances, how can we expect to over-
come delinquency among the younger
people of this State? The present employ-
ment situation is forcing them into delini-
quency. We cannot put people on the
unemployment scrap heap and say to
them, "You shall not do anything to obtain
food. You have to take what is coming to
You." Human nature will not stand that
sort of thing, and some action should be
taken to remedy the position.

There is a possibility of providing
more employment in Collie, although
some members of the Government may
not believe me when I say that. A
market within the State and an over-
seas market in Japan can be de-
veloped to absorb 100,000 tons of char.
which is carbonised coal. The State is
not being asked to provide any money for
this proposition. The production of 100.000
tons of char would mean an additional
production of 200,000 tons of coal in Collie.
Such increased production would prove to
be of great advantage to this State as well
as to Collie.

I only hope that the negotiations taking
place at present will be brought to a suc-
cessful conclusion, and that the Govern-
ment will come to life by doing everything
it can to enhance the prospect of that
export market being obtained. It would
be a wonderful thing for the State.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

1MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [3.20]: 1
take this opportunity to deal with one
matter which I raised by way of a ques-
tion to the Minister some days ago. It
refers to a hospital site in the northern
suburbs, at the Scaddan pine plantation.
Although a fair amount of land is avail-
able at the Scaddan pine plantation, it
will be dissipated rapidly in the next two
or three years.

The development of that district is pro-
ceeding rapidly, and many applications
from Government and semi-governmental
instrumentalities have been made for
some of the land to be set aside for them.
We are aware of a plan, prepared by the
ex-Commissioner of Town Planning, Mr.
Hepburn, which would probably be
adopted. In that plan he made certain
recommendations that roads be built
through that area, and that some of the
land be made available to institutions such
as the Home of Peace, the Spastic Centre.
the Anglican Church, the Education De-
partment, and so on.

It may not be the policy of the Medical
Department to establish a hospital In the
northern suburbs: but that is no reason
why it should not take the opportunity
at this stage to secure a suitable site at
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the Scaddan pine plantation for a hos-
pital which may be required in the future,
and which I feel will be required in the
not too distant future because of the
rapid development of the northern suburbs.
Not only is there rapid development to-
wards the Morley Park district, but the
areas in Mt. Lawley and North Perth are
rapidly being developed into residential
areas of fiats. Here there is a higher con-
centration of population than has hitherto
been experienced.

The medical authorities may have Ideas
of a consolidated medical centre, but that
is not the answer to the hospital accom-
modation problem. if they were to con-
solidate all the medical facilities In one
centre-suchi as the Chest Hospital and
the Hollywood Hospital, and possibly a new
public hospital in Nedlands or Hollywood-
such a centre would be a very long way
from South Perth and the northern sub-
urbs. Not only is there the difficulty of
conveying patients to that centre, but
there is also the difficulty of people visiting
the patients.

I cannot see where any harm will be
done by the Medical Department making
application now for a suitable area of
land to be set aside for use as a hospital
site at some time in the future. If it were
subsequently found it was no longer neces-
sary to hold the land, good use could
always be found for it. In a city such as
Perth, with a rapid rate of expansion, we
must make provision for the future, and
hold sufficient vacant land to be used for
purposes such as the one I have men-
tioned.

I now touch on the matter of transport.
It has been raised by me on previous
occasions. I put forward a suggestion for
the use of taxis during the peak hours in
the mornings and the evenings to assist in
conveying people to and from work. One
answer is to adopt the multiple hiring
system during the peak hours and for
short runs. The suggestion is that these
taxis should operate from selected ranks
in the city and in high density areas, such
as Hay Street East; Thomas Street; Hay
Street West; possibly Broadway, Nedlands,
and the Walcott and Beaufort Streets in-
tersection in Mt. Lawley. Those points
serve residential flats districts, where there
is a high concentration of population. The
people who at present are using the over-
crowded public transport during the peak
hours, alight from the vehicles at those
points, and the vehicles are half empty
when they continue their journey to the
terminus.

In the morning there is the problem of
the peak traffic coming into the city. When
public transport reaches those points of
high density population, the people find it
almost impossible to get on the vehicles to
take them to the city. Consequently, many
of them walk, while others use taxis on the
multiple hiring basis, although that is not
legal,

The Principle of multiple hiring of taxis
has been in operation in Sydney for many
years. It is not new to this State, because
the Pollee Department permits multiple
hiring in respect of taxis taking patrons to
and from the racecourses. It has been
customary for people going to the races to
get into a taxi at the rank in St. George's
Terrace. Each pays 2s. as the fare for the
journey to the courses at Belmont and
Ascot. I do not know the fare for a trip
to the Helena Vale racecourse; but the
same Practice is adopted.

A further advantage will accrue to the
State and to the Metropolitan Transport
Trust, if multiple hiring of taxis is per-
mnitted. It cannot be argued that these
taxis will be operating in competition with
public transport; in fact, they will assist
public transport during the peak hours.

The greatest loss sustained by public
transport systems in the past arose from
the enormous amount of capital being left
idle for 20 hours of the day. That capital
is invested in transport vehicles which
have to remain idle for long periods of the
day. The drivers and conductors of such
vehicles are then stood down until they are
required again for the peak-hour traffic.
Meanwhile the interest on that capital is
accruing. When the drivers and conduc-
tors are brought back, they have to be paid
penalty rates while working during the
peak hours.

The saving of interest on the vehicles
alone would be enormous, If the multiple
hiring of taxis were permitted. The result
would tend to make a difference between
a profit and loss in the operations of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust. I hope the
Minister for Transport will give urgent and
serious consideration to this matter, by
discussing it with the Police Department
and the metropolitan Transport Trust, by
setting up suitable pick-up points within
the city, and by fixing suitable fares for
multiple hiring of taxis,

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Wags and Means

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, the Chairman of Com-
mittees (Mr. Roberts) in the Chair.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[3.30]: 1 move-

That towards making good the
Supply granted to Her majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1980, a sum not exceeding
£15,000,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund and £4,000,000
from tho General Loan Fund.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
First Reading

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced and read a first time.



[Thursday. 15 October. 1959.] 2169

Second Reading

MRE. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
t3.321 in moving the second reading said:
I would just like to thank the House for
its co-operation In this matter. There will
be many opportunities to say all those
general things which members desire to
say, between now and the end of the ses-
sion, I should imagine: and then I hope to
be able to deal with the points that have
been raised. I will be introducing an
entertainments tax Bill shortly, and I
can then dwell upon one or two matters
raised by the Leader of the Opposition. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED

1. State Hotels (Disposal) Bill.
With an amendment.

2. Kalgoorlie-Parkeston Railway Bill.
Without amendment.

ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ASSESS-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL

Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
E3.40] in moving the second reading said:
As I indicated would be the case, when
introducing the Consolidated Revenue
Estimates, and in conformity with an
undertaking which I gave in my policy
speech, I am now presenting to members
this measure, which proposes to reduce
the incidence of the entertainments tax.
As was pointed out to this Assembly only
a short while ago, that undertaking to re-
duce the incidence of entertainments tax
was not typical only of our Parties. A
similar undertaking was given also by the
Leader of the Labor Party, the present
Leader of the Opposition, who said that a
reduction would be made In the incidence
of this tax in Western Australia if he were
returned to power.

That undertaking was given to the
public as a result of approaches made
from time to time by those who are
responsible for our entertainment and the
running of our cinemas, theatres, and
organised sports. They submitted that
entertainments tax in Western Australia.

was high compared with similar taxation
elsewhere; and pointed Out that this State
was in the minority in this regard, Inas-
much as a majority of the States of the
Commonwealth did not reimpose entertain-
ments tax when that field of taxation was
vacated by the Commonwealth.

I suppose that the advent of television
in the Eastern States, and now in Western
Australia, will have a greater effect on
attendances at cinemas--in particular-
than any other event in recent history has
had; and because of the smaller attend-
ances at picture theatres--and indeed at
other entertainments-it must be acknow-
ledged that the Treasury cannot expect to
continue to receive such a large income
from entertainments tax as it has received
in the past.

In honouring this undertaking to reduce
the incidence of entertainments tax, we
must have regard, firstly, to the proprietors
of picture theatres. We must allow them
a greater percentage of the admission fee,
in order to cover their overhead expenses,
which, of course, are increasing gradually
year by year. On the other hand, we have
worked out a scale which, it is hoped, will
provide the owner of a theatre with the
opportunity of passing on the reduction
in taxation to the public, with the idea of
creating an incentive for people to attend
Picture theatres rather than stay at home
and watch television. We are also going
to give some relief to live-show entertain-
ments, which in this State do not consti-
tute a very large industry.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

Mr. BRAND: As well as reducing the
actual rate, it is our intention to give relief
to live shows. In the Bill that actually
deals with the tax, Provision is made to
extend the exemption to any entertain-
ment where the Commissioner of Taxation
is satisfied that all performers whose words
or actions constitute the entertainment are
present and performing, and the enter-
tainment consists solely of one or more of
the following items:-

A stage show
A ballet
A performance of music whether vocal

or instrumental
A lecture
A recitatlonal
A music ball or other variety enter-

tainment
A ciicus or travelling show.

At present these forms of entertainment
are taxed where the Payment for admis-
sion exceeds 10s. Under section 9 of the
present Act, the profits of an entertain-
ment for public, philanthropic, religious, or
charitable purposes are exempt only If the
expenses do not exceed 60 per cent, of the
receipts. If the organisers are not able to
restrict the expenses to that percentage,
they not only receive a reduced return for
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the benefit of these worthy causes but, in
addition, they are called upon to pay
entertainments tax unless they can satisfy
the commissioner that adverse weather or
other unforeseen circumstances affected
the final results of their entertainment
which, in many cases, could be described
as a community effort.

The payment of tax, of course, further
reduces the net amount available for the
community services concerned. it is pro-
posed by the amendment contained in a
clause in the Bill completely to relieve the
organisers of tis type of entertainment
from the liability to Pay tax, irrespective
of the results of the entertainment.

This amendment will be of great assist-
ance to many voluntary workers for very
worthy causes, as it will remove the present
limitations. It will also be of benefit to
many small communities where a picture
show may be conducted by a local body.
such as the Parents & Citizens' Association
and where difficulty in paying entertain-
ment tax has been experienced in the past.

The second measure which I intend to
introduce is a Bill to amend the Enter-
tainments Tax Act in order to reduce the
incidence of tax and to place a maximum
on the rate which may be levied. Details
of this measure will be explained in due
course. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Hawke, debate ad-
journed.

ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading.
MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)

[4.101 in moving the second reading said:
This is the most important of the two
entertainments tax measures. This Bill
is introduced with the object of reducing
the incidence of taxation in respect of
those forms of entertainment which are
subject to the payment of entertainments
tax. Clauses 3 and 4 of this Bill provide
for the repeal of the existing rates of tax
and for their replacement with a schedule
containing lower rates. At present, the
principal Act contains two schedules.

The first schedule provides the rates of
tax payable on what may be described as
"live shows". As members are aware,
there is at present a measure before the
House which aims at giving complete
exemption from tax for this form of en-
tertainment. In consequence, the provi-
sions in the Entertainments Tax Act,
which relate to "live shows," should be de-
leted, and the Bill Provides accordingly.
The second schedule to the existing Act
prescribes the rate of tax for other classes
of entertainment. This is being replaced
by a new schedule which raises the pre-
sent tax exemption from an admission
charge of 2s. to 2s. 6d.

On admission charges exceeding 2s. 6d.,
the new rates of tax are at least Id. lower
than those obtaining at present. In some
cases, the reduction is 2d. For example,
the present tax on an admission charge
of 2s. 7d. is 5d., which is reduced to 3d.
under the new scale. This will enable
the Proprietor of the entertainment to do
one of three things, viz.:-

Reduce the present total admission
price from 3s. to 2s. 10d.; or

Leave the present total admission
price at 3s.. in which case a tax of
4d., would be payable: leaving 2s. id.
for the proprietor; or

Reduce the present admission price
from 3s. to 2s. ad., in which case no
tax would be payable.

The scale has been so arranged that
proprietors may either retain the existing
admission price-which includes the pre-
sent tax-and so benefit themselves, or
pass the reduction on to the public. In
addition to a reduction in the present
scale, provision has been made for a
maximnum rate of tax of 2s. Under the
current legislation there is no limit to the
tax Payable, as the rate increases auto-
maticallY with the admission charge.

The maximum rate of 2s. is reached
when the admission charged, excluding
tax, is 13s. Id. At present, the tax pay-
able on a net admission charge of 20s. is
3s. 3d.; and on 25s., It is 4s. Id. Enter-
tainments such as balls conducted by
various bodies, and events similar to that
promoted by Kramer for tennis profes-
sionals, should therefore be much cheaper
for the Public. When these proposals are
taken in conjunction with the proposed
amendments to the Entertainments Tax
Assessment Act, it will be seen that relief
is provided over the whole field of enter-
tainment. The total cost of all conces-
sions is expected to approximate £80,000.
based on collections for 1958-59, which
amounted to £291,000.

A great deal of thought and work went
into the revision of the taxation scale in
order that some practical benefit would
be obtained by the people as a result of
the reduction in entertainments tax. Had
it been, say, merely a reduction by Id.
of the tax in each instance, right through
the scale, not a great deal of benefit would
have been obtained by anyone in particu-
lar, and we would not achieve the objec-
tive we desire through these measures in
giving relief either to the proprietor or to
the public. It is considered that these
measures will afford some relief to all
sections of the community affected by this
taxation, and I commend this Bill to
members. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Hawke, debate
adjourned.
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TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Second Reading

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Transport) [4.15] in moving the second
reading said;. I think most members will
know that back in the 1920's the then
Commonwealth Governent negotiated
what Is known as the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement. At that time, Dr. Page took
a prominent part in the negotiations and
the conclusion of the agreement, which was
subsequently ratified by legislation. That
formula, for the distribution to the States
of the total funds obtained from petrol
tax and other Commonwealth funds, gave
5 per cent. to Tasmania and divided the
remainder of the funds available on the
basis of population, three-fifths; and area,
two-fif ths.

I understand that a conference was held
last February at which Commonwealth
and State representatives were present. I
think the former Minister for Transport
(Mr. Graham) was sick at that time and
Mr. Tonkin (member for Melville) repre-
sented this State. At any rate, subsequent
to that conference, the Commonwealth
introduced new legislation, which was ex-
plained by Mr. Halt, the Commonwealth
Treasurer. This statute altered the basis
of the division of the funds between the
States.

Tasmania still gets 5 per cent., but the
remainder is divided on the basis of area,
one-third; Population, one-third; and
vehicle registrations, one third. I think
members will realise that as vehicle re-
gistrations are roughly in proportion to
the population, this means that the distri-
bution is on a basis of population, two-
thirds; and area, one-third. Previously
the distribution of funds was weighted in
regard to area and this considerably bene-
fited Western Australia, but our proportion
has now been reduced from two-fifths to
one-third.

Under the new distribution, New South
Wales receives 27.9 per cent. of the total
funds, compared with 27.5 per cent. under
the old agreement. Victoria now receives
19.9 per cent., compared with only 17.6 per
cent. under the old agreement. Queens-
land gets 18.4 per cent. compared to 19.2
per cent. under the old agreement. South
Australia obtains 11.2 per cent. under the
new agreement, which is roughly the same
as that State received under the old agree-
ment. Western Australia now gets only
17.6 per cent., compared with 19.5 per
cent. under the previous arrangement.

Under the provisions of the Common-
'wealth legislation, the Commonwealth
Government has agreed to pay to the
States, as from the 1st July, 1959, an in-
creased amount for roads, totalling
£220,000,000. That is allocated in Increas-
ing amounts commencing with £40,000,000
being distributed in the current financial

year, 1959-1960; £42,000,000 in 1980-1961;
£44,000,000 in 1961-1962: £46,000,000 in
1962-1963; and £48,000,000 in 1963-1964,
making a total of £220,000,000 over the five
years.

An additional provision is inserted,
mainly to safeguard Western Australia. I
understand that If any State's share of
the basic grant mentioned is less than the
amount received, compared with its alloca-
tion last year, the Commonwealth will
make up the difference. I think we can
therefore expect that Western Australia
will receive £39,500,000 over the next five
years under the provisions I have Just
outlined.

Under the new Federal legislation there
is also provision for a further £30,000,000
to be distributed between the States on the
same percentage basis, but only if the
State claiming its share of this additional
amount finds an equal amount:. in effect
on a £ for £ basis from its own resources
and additional to funds spent on roads in
1958-59. The allocation of such matching
funds will be as follows:-

£E
1959-60 .. ... 2,000,000
1960-61 .. .... 4,000,000
1961-62 .. ... 6,000,000
1962-63 .. ... 8,000,000
1963-64 _ ... 10.000,000

This akes a total of £30,000,000 of
matching money over the five years. The
estimated share that Western Australia
will receive is distributed as follows:-

£
1959-60 .... .. 350,000
1960-61 .. ... 700,000
1961-62 .... ... 1,060,000
1962-63 .. ... 1,400,000
1963-64 ._.... 1,760,000

This makes a total of £5,270,000 over the
five years. If this Plan is carried through
it will mean that there should be spent on
roads in Western Australia, channelled
through the Main Roads Department,
£39,500,000; plus £10,500,000 of these
matching funds-!S,250,000 from the Com-
monwealth and £5,250,000 to be found from
the State's own resources--making a total
of £50,000,000 in all. The amounts re-
ceived by the Main Roads Department
from the Commonwealth Government
under the Commonwealth Aid Roads
Agreement from fuel tax over the last
five years are as follows:-

1954-55 ...
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58 ..
1958-59 ..

£
4,389,504
5,089,383

.. 5,998,982
6,706.941

... 7,498.105
That means that over the last five Years

there has been a distribution of just under
£30,000,000 under the Commonwealth Aid
Roads Act through the Main Roads De-
partment. I compare that figure of
£30,000,000 which has been received during
the last five years with this new figure of
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f50,000,000 which will be received over the
next five years if this programme to which
I have referred is carried through. An in-
crease of £20,000,000 will be a very sub-
stantial amount; I think members will
realise that it will go a long way towards
stepping up and improving road construc-
tion in the State.

As I have already said, the previous
Government, in consultation with the
Federal Government, negotiated this
arrangement; and I can only presume that
that Government intended taking up this
£10,500,000 of matching funds. At any
rate, this was something that was on our
plate when we took office; and after care-
ful consideration we decided to try to find
the £5,250,000 in order to obtain Western
Australia's share of £5,250,000 from the
Commonwealth. I think it should be ob-
vious to members that the Treasury is not
able to find £5,250,000 from ordinary
revenue sources, and therefore it is neces-
sary to try to obtain additional money
from those who will gain most from im-
proved roads.

Because I am Minister in charge of
traffic, it now falls to my lot to introduce
this measure, and also two supplementary
Bills. Before getting on to some of the
details of the legislation, another vital
point that I should mention is that the
Grants Commission has considered that
for 1957-58 the collections of motor-
vehicle licenses in Western Australia were
below the average of the standard States.
which means that the Grants Commission,
according to the rules under which it
works, could decrease our grant by that
amount.

It was estimated that the figure in that
year-1957-58-might be as much as
£456,000. In considering this question,
I met both the Local Government As-
sociation and the Road Board As-
sociation representatives and explained
the background of these negotiations to
them, together with the different points
involved: and I can assure members that
both the Local Government Association
and the Road Board Association have been
consulted very closely indeed in relation
to the proposals which I am placing before
the House.

Mr. Graham: What was the upshot of
Your consultations with them?

Mr. PERKINS: They have agreed to
the Proposals that I am placing before the
House. The Bill proposes, as from the 1st
January, 1980. to increase the rate of
license fee for motorcars from 4s. per
power weight to 5s. per power weight. The
reason for selecting cars is that it appears
from a very careful study of our schedules
in Western Australia and the fees charged
in other States, that the fees for cars In
this State are noticeably lower than the
fees charged on an average in the stand-
ard States.

It is not proposed to alter the license
fees on motor wagons, except in respect of
the very light type. The existing license
fee on motor wagons is roughly compar-
able with the fee imposed by the other
States. The cost of licensing motor wagons
is reflected directly in the cost of transport
and production; and for that reason it is
not considered desirable to interfere with
those fees.

Mr. Hawke: Those vehicles use the roads
more than the average motorcar.

Mr. PERKINS: They are already pay-
ing very substantial fees. That will be
seen from the schedule. It is proposed to
increase the fee for the smaller type of
motor wagons from 5is. 3d. to 6s. per power
weight; this applies to the type known as
the utility, under the 75 power weight
category. That will bring all the lighter
motor wagons up to the same power weight
rate. It is an anomaly that the lighter
type of motor wagon should pay a license
fee at a lesser power weight rate. It is
agreed that they use the roads as much
as any other type of vehicle.

It is estimated that the additional
revenue from these increases will be in a
full year £232,000 for cars and £40,000 for
the lighter type of motor wagons. To give
an idea of how much will be involved for
the different classes of cars and lighter
motor wagons, the following examples
apply:-

The fee for the P.E. model Holden
Special will be increased from £8 12s.
to £10 153., compared with the average
for South Australia. Victoria. New
South Wales, Queensland, and Tas-
mania of £10 13s. 2d.

The fee for the Ford Zephyr will be
increased from £10 to £12 10s., com-
pared with the average of £12 5s. Id.
for the other States.

The fee for the Volkswagen will be
increased from £5 16s. to £7 5s., com-
pared with an average of £7 5s. 8d. for
the other States.

The fee for the Holden utility will
be Increased from £11 Os. 6d. to £12-
12s., compared with the Australian
average of £12 8s. 2d.

Those figures indicate the increase in fees.
These increased fees are, of course, com-
Parable with the fees payable in respect
of other vehicles.

Members will note that the revenue from
these two sources-£232,000 for cars and
£46,000 for the lighter type of motor
wagons-will not be sufficient to enable
this State to obtain the requisite amount
of matching funds, under the provisions of
the legislation I referred to. It is proposed
therefore to increase drivers' license fees
from 10s. to £1 per year. The fee in most
of the other States is now £1. There is
some justification for making the charges
In this State uniform with the average
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charges of the other States. By so doing,
this State will not be penalised by the
Grants Commission.

Not only will motor-vehicle owners
benefit from the expenditure of the addi-
tional funds on improving the roads in this
State. but people who drive vehicles stand
to gain the same benefit. It does not
necessarily follow that people holding
drivers' licenses are the owners of motor
vehicles, although that may be the posi-
tion in the majority of cases. The revenue
from the increased drivers' license fees will
bring in between £115,000 and £120,000 a
year.

To prove the good faith of the Govern-
ment In this matter-it does not expect
the motorist to pay the whole amount that
Is required to match the Commonwealth
grant-the Treasurer has agreed to allo-
cate to that fund the amount which is at
present received from drivers' license fees.

As the ex-Minister for Transport is
aware, it has been the practice for the
£115,000 to £120,000 derived from drivers'
license fees to be paid into Consolidated
Revenue. The Treasurer has agreed to pay
this amount of revenue into the fund.
That will provide sufficient funds during
the first Year or two to enable the State
to obtain the matching grant. I said
earlier that the member for Melville was
the Minister representing this State at the
Commonwealth conference last February.

There seems to be an anomaly in respect
of one other charge under the Traffic Act:,
that is the fee charged for the refund of
a motor license vehicle fee. It is Proposed
to increase that fee to 10s. The amount
of additional revenue expected from this
source will only be minor, but it is neces-
sary to make an alteration in the fee so
as to correct the existing anomaly.

Mr. Moir: Ned Kelly must be turning in-
his grave.

Mr. PERKINS: The Bill provides for
the establishment at the Treasury of a
central road trust fund, which is to be
administered by the Commissioner of Main
Roads. Into this fund, the additional
revenue will be paid, so as to comply with
the Provisions set out under the Common-
wealth legislation relating to the match-
ing funds. I would mention that the
Federal Act Provides that only additional
funds raised by the States for spending
on roads will be eligible for obtaining these
matching funds from the Commonwealth.
In other words, the Commonwealth legisla-
tion is designed to ensure that additional
money is allocated to the actual construc-
tion and improvement of our road system.
It is very clear from reading the Federal
Treasurer's speech, as well as studying the
Federal Act, that it is necessary to find
additional moneys to those which have
been spent on roads in this State in the
past in order to qualify to obtain these
matching funds from the Commonwealth.

The payment of the additional vehicle
license fees from the metropolitan area
and the additional drivers' license fees
into the fund will be mandatory. That
Is to say, if the increase in license fees
is accepted by Parliament. both the in-
crease from vehicle license fees and the
drivers' license fees will 'automatically be
paid into the central road trust fund.
The Position is somewhat complicated in
Western Australia--as country members
know-because all local authorities outside
the metropolitan area collect their own
license fees and have full control over
them.

I do not think any member of this
Government would be a party to appro-
priating any portion of the funds from
local authorities. The Bill therefore pro-
vides that the payment by local authori-
ties of additional moneys raised by the in-
crease from fees into this central trust
fund will be at their own discretion. On
the other hand, there will be a strong in-
ducement to pay the maximum amount
into the fund; because, for each £1 paid
in, an additional £1 of matching money
can be obtained from the Commonwealth
Government. It is certain that more will
be paid back to the local authorities for
work in a particular area, and it is
expected that maximum advantage will be
taken of these matching funds.

Under the Bill it is mandatory for the
Commissioner of Main Roads to pay to each
country local authority at least 30s. for
every £1 contributed to the central trust
fund. I would mention here that there
will not be any restriction on how this
money can be spent in the local authority
areas, so long as it Is spent on roads. At
present, local authorities are restricted in
the expenditure of main roads funds be-
cause it is not permissible to spend such
funds on town streets.

Mr. Hawke: What about an aquatic
centre?

Mr. PERKINS: Under this legislation, so
long as the money is spent on roads, it
will not matter whether they be town
streets or other roads in the local authority
area. The payment of 30s. will be applied
to the local authorities in the metropolitan
area, too. The Commissioner of Main
Roads has given an undertaking that each
local authority can expect 1k times the
expenditure under this Bill as compared
with the amount that can be expected at
the present time. The position in the
metropolitan area differs from that of
country areas, inasmuch as the money col-
lected from license fees goes into a pool.
However, I think I can say that each local
authority will see a considerable increase
in the amount of money which will be
spent on roads in its district.

The balance of the fund will he spent by
the Commissioner of Main Roads onl a
State needs basis. I think we all realise
that needs vary from one portion of the
State to another. Perhaps some of the
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closer areas may have been fortunate in
that their roads have been upgraded to a
greater extent than some of the other
districts. So, it is highly desirable that the
Commissioner of Main Roads should have
discretion in the spending of at least por-
tion of these funds. Therefore, 10s. of each
£2 will be spent at the discretion of the
Main Roads Department.

There is another matter which I should
mention: It is the increasing responsibility
of the traffic engineering section of the
Main Roads Department to undertake re-
search Into problems relating to traffic, as
well as some of the aids to traffic control.
Members will realise that under this legis-
lation there will be full scope for the Main
Roads Department to spend money in that
direction. In order to ensure that the
fund does not have a liability to pay out
in any one year a sum greater than the
combined amount contributed to the fund
by the Commonwealth Government and
the licensing authorities, a limit has been
Placed on the amount which can be dis-
bursed to twice the amount paid by the
Commonwealth Government to the fund.
The Bill also endeavours to simplify the
distribution of moneys from the metro-
politan traffic trust account.

Hitherto, a sum equalling 10 Per cent.
of the gross amount received f rom metro-
politan traffic fees has been charged to
the fund for the cost of collections. in-
stead of this arrangement, which had been
at the discretion of the Minister, a
statutory charge of £120,000 per annumn
is now proposed. This has been a bone of
contention with the metropolitan local
authorities: because, as fees have gone up.
the Police Department has been collecting
a considerably increasing amount from this
10 per cent. levy.

It has been maintained that the cost to
the Police Department could not possibly
have gone up proportionately. It is diffi-
cult to be certain on this point, but I can
tell the House that I have discussed the
matter with the Local Government As-
sociation and it is very happy with the new
arrangement.

Mr. Graham: Naturally!
Mr. PERKINS: There has been another

matter of contention with the metropolitan
local authorities, and that is the question
of the net distribution to them of the
balance of funds after the deduction of
certain statutory amounts. I think that
in the past they have been getting approxi-
mately 46 per cent., and the Commissioner
of Main Roads has been taking about 54
per cent. In order to err on the side of
generosity in this matter-

Mr. Evans: You would not know how.

Mr. PERKJINS: -we have decided to
split the funds fifty-fifty and give the
metropolitan local authorities 50 per cent..
the Commissioner of Main Roads retain-
ing the other 50 per cent. I have also dis-
cussed this matter with the Local Govern-
ment Association in some detail, and it

seems to me that it is very happy wit~h
the new arrangement. The Commissoner
of Main Roads will be responsible for the
maintenance of certain statutory roads and
bridges within the metropolitan area, and
the setting aside of a sum of money for
rail crossings from his share of the funds.
He will also be empowered to defray ex-
penses incurred in connection with the
roads associated with the Narrows Bridge,
and the regional development roads in the
metropolitan area.

In addition to expending money on
traffic lights and signs, the Commissioner
of Main Roads will be able to contribute
to the cost of traffic rotaries and street
lighting. It is expected the latter will
hasten the provision of better lighting on
metropolitan highways, and assist to re-
duce the accident toll.

I think I have covered the provisions
of the Bill. I have consulted very closely
with the Parliamentary Draftsman in the
preparation of this Bill, and I hope that
it achieves exactly what is desired. It is
quite possible, of course, when dealing
with such a complicated question as this,
for errors in drafting to arise. Therefore,
I hope that if members feel that improve-
ments can be effected to the Bill to express
more adequately its intentions, or per-
haps express other intentions of members
-although I might not, of course, agree
to them-they will let me have an
opportunity to examine their suggestions.
I would just stress, in conclusion, that
this Bill is needed as a result of new Com-
monwealth legislation.

Mr. Graham: I think you have taken
advantage of that fact in regard to a few
other things, too!

Mr. PERKINS: The member for East
Perth said I have taken advantage of the
fact. I do not know whether he has used
a very happy expression there.

Mr. Grahamn: I said it very pleasantly.
Mr. PERKINS: I hope he means it

pleasantly, and I hope he will be very
co-operative in discussing this legislation.

Mr. May: He always is.
Mr. PERKINS: I will stress that when

we came into office we found this particu-
lar matter on our plate. What members
have to face up to Is whether they are
going to accept this increase in order to
obtain the £5,250,000 over the next five
years to enable us to secure £5,250,000 of
matching money from the Commonwealth.
If we are not Prepared to do that, of
course, we can let the Bill go and miss
the £5,250,000 of Commonwealth money.

It is more difficult for Western Australia
to obtain the additional funds than it is
for the other States to do so. In those
States just the normal increase In the
funds obtained from an increasing number
of vehicles being licensed, is sufficient in
many cases to obtain the total amount
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required to be eligible for the matching
money. Of course, the matching grant for
Western Australia is much greater in pro-
portion to our total vehicle licenses as
compared with the matching money in a
State like New South Wales or Victoria.
Whereas they can easily obtain the match-
ing funds from the normal increase in
revenue from license fees, in Western Aus-
tralia It is going to be something of a
struggle.

With these increases set out in this Bill,
we will have sufficient funds to meet the
first two years at least, and possibly more
than that. A lot will depend from here
on just how much cur total pool of license
fees increases. I sincerely hope that, with
the development of the State, we will have
many more motor vehicles licensed and,
therefore, increasing funds which can be
legally used in order to obtain this match-
Ing money. I discussed all these matters
in detail with the Road Board Association,
in particular, and also with the Local Gov-
ernment Association.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did you discuss it 'with
the Royal Automobile Association at all?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know that that
association comes into it, particularly.
The local authorities are the ones which
are Particularly concerned, because they
are the authorities which are responsible
for the roads; and I can tell members that
some of the local authorities were not very
happy about having to face up to an in-
crease in license fees--no more happy than
I am about it. On the other hand, the
alternatives are very grim; and if we do
not accept the fact that we must find this
additional money, we will not have the
extra funds to spend on the roads of the
State.

We have an expanding State; and the
more one travels around it, the more one
is impressed with the need for an im-
proved road system extending from here
right out to Esperance in the South-East
and up to Wyndham in the far northern
areas. It seems to me that an increase of
a couple of pounds annually in the license
fee of a medium-sized motorcar is a very
small amount for a motorist to pay com-
pared with the very big Improvement we
ought to be able to effect in spending
E20,000,000 additional on the roads of the
State over the next five years. if we are
going to keep this matter in perspective,
that is the angle from which we should
view it. Not one of us likes to pay addi-
tional fees-myself included; but, on the
other hand, if we do not find this addi-
tional revenue, we cannot secure the
additional money to spend on roads.

I hope this Bill adequately expresses
what is desired; and I repeat that if
members feel that any of the clauses are
unsatisfactory, I hope they will place their
amendments on the notice paper to give

me Plenty of time to study them, because
I will have the greatest reluctance in ac-
cepting any amendments to which I have
not given satisfactory consideration. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate
adjourned until Thursday, the 22nd
October.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 3.)

Message-Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Transport) [5.1] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill, and another to
follow it, are purely supplementary to the
other measure which I1 have just intro-
duced. In the case of a road board it will
be necessary, as I indicated when intro-
ducing that previous measure, for it to
pay in the so-called matching money to
the central road trust fund. Under the
Road Districts Act as at present consti-
tuted, it would not be legal to do that;
and this Bill authorises the local author-
ity to pass those funds over.

The funds will pass out of the hands
of the local authority only temporarily;
and under the previous Bill there is pro-
vision that not only will the amount be
returned, but also an additional 50 per
cent. will pass back into the hands of the
local authority. The provision in this
measure is purely a legal matter. Menm-
bers will note that in both this and the
previous legislation the discretion is left
with the local authority. It is not man-
datory; but, as I have already said, there
will be strong inducement Indeed for the
local authority to pay over the maximum
amount permitted, in order to have re-
turned, from the Commissioner of Main
Roads, a sum one and a half times as
great as the amount of money passed
over.

In order to satisfy the auditors, it will
be necessary for an alteration to be made
to the Act so that the moneys can pass
out of the hands of the local authority
temporarily, and into the cepntral road
trust fund, from which they will then pass
back into the hands of the local authority.

I might mention that there is provision
in the legislation for anl audit by the ap-
propriate authority to ensure that the
moneys are ultimately spent on roads. I
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do not think I need give any further ex-
planation because, I repeat, this measure
is simply complementary to the Bill which
I introduced previously. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate
adjourned.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Transport) I 5.51: In moving the second
reading said: This Bill is drawn along
exactly the same lines as the previous
measure. Members will realise that
there are municipal corporations as
well as road districts in the area
outside that covered by the metropolitan
traffic authority; and exactly the same
position applies to municipal councils
outside the metropolitan area as applies to
the road districts. Members will note that
the same provisions apply In this meas-
ure as in the previous one. I move-

That the Bill be now read a, second
time.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
journed.

KING'S PARK AQUATIC
CENTRE BILL

Second Reading-Defeatedl

Debate resumed from the 8th October.
MRt. I. W. MANNING (Harvey) 15.6):

I listened with interest to the member for
Nedlands introducing this measure. The
story he told us was a long and plausible
one. He had a lot to say as to why we
should have an aquatic Centre in the
metropolitan area, but very little to say
about the real issue which this Bill Pre-
sents to Parliament; and that is the
alienation of 20 acres of King's Park land
for the construction of a great commercial
enterprise.

Mr. Graham: Would "alienation"' be the
correct word?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I am alarmed at
the attitude of the Perth City Council in
this Issue. The council is required to pro-
vide an Olympic-sized pool for the Empire
Games; and it has set out to find what it
believes is the best Possible site in the
metropolitan area. It has done that with
complete disregard for the fact that the
site chosen i3 not available, and has settled
on a site which is virtually on King's Park
Road; and one which, with the exception
of the war memorial area, must be the
picked spot of all the park.

All these proposals in regard to the
aquatic centre-the gift of land at Bold
Park, the establishment of an aquatic

Centre in lieu of an Olympic pool, and any
other perks which might be thrown in-
impress me as being the chocolate coat on
the pill. These inducements are added to
the proposal in an endeavour to persuade
us to support the establishment of the pool
in King's Park. That is the bait which Is
being offered; and we are being asked to
shut our eyes, just this once, to one more
portion of land being taken away from
King's Park. The issue before us is where
to draw the line on the question of giving
Kitng's Park away. At this point of time
do we say "No: there shall be no further
development of this nature in the park"?
Or do we say "No", after we have ranted
20 acres of the park to the Perth City
Council for the establishment of this
aquatic Centre?

If we delay saying "No" until after the
aquatic centre has been established, we can
be certain that in future years all sorts
of pressures will be brought to bear on us
to provide further portions of the park
for other purposes. We know only too
well what has occurred in regard to this
application, and the pressures which have
been brought to bear on Parliament, and
all the propaganda that has been dis-
tributed, Should we succumb on this
occasion, the pressure in the future will be
even greater, If we have to draw the line,
I believe this is the time to do It; this is
the time for us to say "No: we will not
grant any further applications for land
in King's Park."

In years gone by, pressure was applied
to have certain portions of the park
alienated for various purposes. There was
some talk that the Royal Perth Hospital
should be built in King's Park. But that
proposal was resisted and rejected, just
as the Bill to provide for an aquatic Centre
was resisted and rejected by this House in
1957. Now we have a further application
for the same purpose; and if other applica-
tions are made in the future, even greater
Pressure will be put upon us.

I am disturbed that the honourable
member who introduced the Bill should
hoodwink himself into imagining all sorts
of funny reasons as to why the Bill was
opposed in 1957. He attributed to the
opponents of the measure all sorts of
unusual reasons for not agreeing to it, and
gave no credit for the fact that we had
weighed the pros and cons. I believe that
the opponents of the measure on this
occasion-and I am one of them-have
carefully weighed the pros and cons once
more, and have given far more considera-
tion as to whether it is the type of develop-
ment that should be Permitted in King's
Park than has the honourable member who
introduced the Bill, or the Lord Mayor of
Perth.

I am convinced that in King's Park we
have a wonderful asset--a wonderful
heritage. If the park Is developed as a
botanical reserve for native flora, with
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the emphasis on natural bushland, we will
have a tourist attraction which will be
of tremendous value to Western Austra-
lia. Even now King's Park is our No. 1
tourist attraction. Taxi-drivers tell me
that whenever they are asked to take
tourists around the city, the first place
they wish to visit is King's Park.

Mr. Brand: I know why the taxi-drivers
say that.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The visitors dis-
play just as much interest in the bush-
land as they do in the view from the
War Memorial.

Mr. May: This is the best speech you
have ever -made.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: We have some-
thing which no other capital city in the
world has.--

Mr. Crommelin: Veldt grass!
Mr. I. W. MANNING: -that is, a thou-

sand acres of bushland in the heart of the
city. I think we would all agree that
the secret of attracting tourists is to have
something different to show them. For
instance, if tourists desire to see a great
aquatic centre, with beautiful blue water,
I can recommend a place called Wiesbaden
in Germany. I have seen pictures of this
centre, and it looks very nice. If that
is what the tourists desire to see, I can
recommend Wiesbaden. If they wish to
see wonderful gardens or flowers-such as
tulips, daffodils, and so on-we know that
they will visit Holland. But If they de-
sire to see a thousand acres of bushland
park, they know that they must come to
Perth, Western Australia. What greater
attraction could there be for tourists than
a thousand acres of natural bushland, with
gardens of native shrubs and flowers, with
lawns and walks?

Mr. flowberry: And a pool in the middle
of it.

Mr. 1, W. MANNING.: We know that
there is room for considerable improve-
ment in King's Park. If the firebreaks
which have been ploughed were made
into lawns and walks, they would serve
a useful purpose as firebreaks and still
be pleasant walking spots for visitors to
the park.

We all know that in Hyde Park, London,
tens of thousands of people go walking
on a Sunday afternoon. I can foresee
the time, with the growth of the popula.-
tion in this State, when tens of thousands
of people will go walking In King's Park.
The time will surely come when Olympic
pools and aquatic centres are twopence
a dozen; but a park such as King's Park
will be unique and beyond price. I was
most intrigued with the fatherly advice
given to us by the member for Nedlands.
He told us how we should come to a de-
cision on this issue.

Mr. Brand: He ought to be able to give
fatherly advice; he is the father of five.

Mr. I, W. MANNING: He claimed that
we should agree to the wishes of the
majority in our electorates; and he said
that he was speaking for the majority
in his electorate. But he did not tell
us how we should ascertain the wishes
of the majority of our electors. I am
surprised that the honourable member
considers us childish because we will not
accept his advice. We are elected to Par-
liament to do what we believe to be the
right thing by the people in our elector-
ates, by the State, and by the nation.

I do not accept what the honourable
member says--that we should ascertain
the wish of the majority, and that we
should abide by that wish, because I do
not consider that I have been sent here
as the delegate from Harvey, but as the
representative of that electorate. I feel
free to make up my own mind as to what
I believe to be the best thing to do. I
have, no way of telling whether the
majority of the electors in my district de-
sire a pool in the park; but I do know that
far more people have approached me and
asked me to oppose the measure than have
asked me to Support it.

Mr. Hawke: What, six against three?
Mr. I. w. MANNiNG: So on that score

I feel I am on safe ground. During his
speech, the member for Nedlands touched
very lightly on the effect the pool
would have upon the park and its en-
virons. While an area of 20 acres has
been mentioned, no mention has been
made of Possible future extensions. If
this aquatic centre is established, I
can foresee the time, when the
Population of the State has increased,
when possibly additional parking facilities.
extensions to the aquatic centre, and
widening of the roads will be required. In
itself, that would present all sorts of prob-
lems.

I oppose the Bill, principally because I
do not believe that King's Park should be
used for this purpose. In My Opinion,
the value of the park lies mainly in Its
development as a national reserve for
the preservation of native flora in particu-
lar. If the member for Nedlands has not,
uip to date, encountered much opposition
to this proposal, I suggest that when
the Perth City Council commenced clear-
ing Work in the park with its bull-
dozer, strong opposition would soon be
voiced in no uncertain way.

MR., KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [5.21]:
Members should welcome this opportun-
ity to ventilate again their feelings about
the establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park. It is nMY opinion that many
members, having had time to reflect since
a similar measure to this was before the
House, have now seen the light and are
prepared to face UP, with an impartial
mind, to the conditions that prevail today.
I consider that there is no justification far
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making the establishment of an aquatic
centre in King's Park a controversial issue,
despite the donkey haw-haws that I hear.

The belated commencement of this de-
sirable project is to be deplored. Flor too
long we have been dilly-dallying with sug-
gestions of alternative sites for an Olympic
pool, and we are not getting to grips with
the real need for such a pool and the
advantages that will accrue to this State
as a result of the Lord Mayor's wonderful
efforts in securing the Empire Games for
this State. The problem calls for a calm,
sensible, and down-to-earth approach.
Contrary to the member for Harvey in
considering that there is nothing to com-
mend the placing of this matter in the
category of an aquatic centre instead of
an Olympic pool, I believe that that is
one of the strong points that will appeal
even to those who, when past discussions
took place on this subject, voted against
the proposal.

There is great logic in supporting the
move for the establishment of an Olympic
pool in King's Park. There are many rea-
sons in favour of an aquatic centre that
must have a tremendous public appeal.
The advantages to be gained are many.
The members of this House were ac-
quainted with many of those advantages
when discussions on a similar Bill took
place some time ago. Therefore, I do not
think there is any need to go beyond the
advantages that were outlined by the
Minister for Railways when he introduced
this Bill. One can only base one's judg-
ment on the opinions expressed by people
that on3 contacts; and I know that, by and
large, the people of Western Australia
favour the establishment of an aquatic
centre.

Mr. May: But not in King's Park.
Mr. KELLY: Even those who object to

the establishment of an Olympic pool in
King's Park agree that the time is ripe
for the City of Perth to have an aquatic
centre. No sound reason has been ad-
vanced against the establishment of such
a centre in Perth, nor against King's Park
as the site for it. We have heard many
trumped-up reasons advanced in apposi-
tion to the proposal, and many biased
reasons expressed according to likes and
dislikes. However, not one good reason
against the establishment of an aquatic
centre has been put forward, we have
yet to hear one that would bear the
examination of the People of Western
Australia. Probably 95 per cent, of the
population of this State favour the estab-
lishment of an Olympic pool.

A member: How do you work that out?

Mr. KELLY: I can work that out be-
cause. for many Years in this State, this
proposal has been ripe for implementation;
and when a tremendous amount of en-
thusiasm was engendered for it on false

premises several years ago, only a negli-
gible amount of opposition was brought to
bear from outside this Chamber. At that
time there was formed a "Hands Off King's
Park" society. I think I told this House
previously that I received an invitation
from that society to attend a meeting
which it was holding in King's Park. Some
of its members said that they felt quite
certain that I would be a friend of theirs,
notwithstanding the fact that I had voiced
my opinion in favour of a pool being estab-
lished in King's Park. However, appar-
ently they thought that, because I was
the Minister for Lands at the time and
the Bill was before the House for con-
sideration, I would vote against it. The
invitation pointed out that hot water
would be supplied, but one had to bring
one's own sandwiches, Naturally, I did
not attend that meeting.

We must bear in mind that this is a
matter which is of tremendous importance
to the people of Western Australia. it is
far more important than the individual
opinions expressed here-whether they be
those of the Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition, myself, or anybody else. It is
far greater than those opinions; it is
greater than we. I think we should get
down to a more factual basis, Instead of
asking members to reach with a sky-hook
for something intangible, in the hope that
we will convince ourselves, against our-
selves, that we are opposed to a pool of
this type. The selection of a site is the
only delaying factor that exists today In
a matter that is most desirable; which is
one of the most desired activities within
the State.

Our task, therefore, is plainly one of
determining the most advantageous posi-
tion that is available. This Bill makes a
suggestion, and embodies in its contents
just such a site. Naturally, during the
period that has elapsed since this matter
was last discussed in this Chamber, some
divergent reasons have been advanced.
Many aspects have been considered, and
a section of the public has been reason-
ably voluble. If we can believe what we
have seen in the Press-and I am not
asking anybody to do that-we could say
that 95 per cent. of that section I have
already mentioned as being favourably dis-
posed to the pool could quite easily be
raised to 97 per cent.

Many suggested sites have been
examined. Those of us who have taken
the trouble to make inquiries know, in some
detail, that many of the sites examined
which, on the surface, appeared to have
something to commend them, ran us into
all sorts of problems. Let us face that
fact. It has been suggested that £250,000
would be necessary to bring one of those
positions to the standard that would be
required. That may or may not be correct;
I1 do not know. But what I do know is
that, from an engineering point of view,
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and from any other angle, many of those
sites-if not all-that have been examined,
are defective in some way or other. There-
fore, it behoves us to support a site that
has so many favourable attributes.

During the past few months, we have
had some expressions of parochialism
ventilated. Some people have said, "We
want a pool in such-and-such a suburb";
and, of course, all members represent a
suburb of some kind or another. We have
seen in the Press where somebody has ad-
vocated a pool in a particular suburb only
because he is loyal to his own suburb; and
naturally any member in this Chamber
would like to see this pool, or a pool in
his own centre. But this site with which
we are dealing should be the starting point
in Western Australia for the provision of
an Olympic pool. Irrespective of where we
might go outside from the centre-and
again I come back to the question of the
centre-the pool must be situated in the
middle of an area of dense population, it
would not be in the middle of the capital
of Western Australia if we put it out north.
or if we built it in the south of the State;
it would not have the advantages it would
have if it were placed in King's Park..

There are many reasons why this pool
could be an outstanding feature for West-
ern Australia: there are many reasons why
it could prove to be an advertisement far
greater than King's Park itself, if we do
the right thing at this time. I am afraid,
however, that prejudice has once more
reared its ugly head. We have seen
evidence of prejudice from one quarter and
another-not very great in volume but
nevertheless pinpricking in its outlook.
I think that we in this Chamber should
be big enough to rise above that sort of
thing. The matter calls very clearly
for dispassionate reasoning. We should
examine the subject bereft of all side
issues, free from all prejudice, and
divorced entirely from an outlook which
may be parochial. Now is the time for
us to face the facts.

Mr. W. Hegney: I agree.
Mr. KELLY: I am glad the member for

Mt. Hawthorn agrees with me, and I hope
he will continue in that vein throughout
the remainder of the discussion. It is
essential that a centre for an Olympic
pool should embrace as many predominant
factors as possible. The site must be pre-
eminent; it must be central. As I have
already said, the proposed Pool will be
Western Australia's aquatic headquarters.
When we realise the force and power
behind those associated with aquatic
events in this State, and the prestige they
have attained over the years because of
their enthusiasm and interest in their own
sport, we realise that it is, of course, very
appropriate that these headquarters should
be something really outstanding.

They will undoubtedly become a very
great tourist attraction. The Premier in-
troduced a Bill recently dealing with

tourism, and I was not happy about some
of its features. I spoke stringently against
those aspects that displeased me. But here
We find a matter in a different category
altogether. Here we have something which,
as a tourist attraction, could be second
only to many of the great tourist spots
in the world that have been created. by
man.

The site for the pool must be one which
is completely accessible; and the site In
King's Park meets that qualification with-
out any shadow of doubt. It is off the
main arterial road, which is a tremendous
advantage; because there is not the same
congestion in Thomas Street and the con-
verging roads that there would be if the
pool were placed in a spot adjacent to any
of the main arterial highways.

Mr. Andrew: One car moves along that
road every three seconds.

Mr. KELLY: If that Is so, then there
must be considerably more cars per second
on some of our other roads. As a demon-
stration of congestion that could take place
close to a highway, one only has to see
the congestion that occurs when a football
match is played at Lathiain Park. From
a health point of view, it is also necessary
to secure a site which has elevation,
because it will provide the necessary
drainage.

The site that is chosen must be free of
space limitation. There must be no doubt
about any congestion. It must be in an
area where some expansion is possible.
Even if the site were to extend beyond
20 acres, and up to 30 acres I would be
for it. The 20 acres proposed in this
Bill amount only to 1/500th of the area
of King's Park. What a miserable little
piece of land, when we consider the 1,000
acres or more of wilderness there.

Mr. Bovell: The honourable member
should revise his calculation.

Mr. KELLY: Even if the correct Cal-
culation is .1/50th of the whole area, what
does it matter? That is only a matter of
one 'nought." It is very important that
the selected site should command altitude,
because drainage is of vital importance in
the construction of a pool such as this.
We have been told that the proposed site
is almost free of engineering difficulties.
That, too, has a very important bearing
when we consider many of the other sites
where the engineering difficulties are very
great.

The economic success of the aquatic
centre is important. I have heard it said
by some speakers that the economics of
the pool do not matter, and that the im-
portant point is the proposal to excise a
few acres from a thousand acres of wil-
derness. I think the economics are im-
portant, because we have to consider the
future as well as the present. The Pool
is to be dependent on public patronage
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when it is not in use for competition dur-
ing a swimming carnival, or when inter-
national swimming events are not being
held.

This pool is not to be used only by
people who are competing in swimming
events on special occasions. It is to be
used by the people of this State who have
not the opportunities to go to the beaches.
They will have a facility right in the heart
of the city. The pool will be dependent
very greatly on public patronage; that
is, the patronage within a certain radius.

The proposed site in King's Park for the
establishment of the aquatic Centre has
all the features which I have enumerated,
as well as the features referred to by the
member for Nedlands when he introduced
the measure. This House has a grand
opportunity to create a worth-while
facility within this city. It has the op-
portunity to get down to tintacks and
analyse this situation very thoroughly,
even if by so doing it would be a reversal
of something said previously, or even if
it meant the breaking up of a plan which
existed when this Bill was last before the
House.

It is time that we, as members of this
Parliament, and as representatives of the
people of Western Australia, absorbed Into
our heads that there is a need for the
establishment of the aquatic Centre, and
that there is a desirability to place it on
the site advocated. If we did that, we
would be helping to build something which
would be of tremendous importance to this
State for many years to come.

The choice of site has not been made as
a result of a flight of fancy: nor was it
based on the opinion of laymen. It re-
presents the opinion of eminent authori-
ties who have advocated the suitability
of King's Park, not only as a site, but
as a natural site. Members are now being
given the opportunity to consider very
closely the advantages of establishing a
pool In King's Park. I feel they will bring
their opinion to bear in this House in the
right direction by supporting the Bill.

MR. GitAYDEN (South Perth) [5.45):
1 oppose the Bill. If I do not speak in
moderate terms about it, that is because I
believe the Bill and the circumstances
leading to its reintroduction in this House
are disgraceful in the extreme and warrant
the condemnation of all members. The
Bill is intituled-

An Act to authorise The King's Park
Board to Lease Twenty Acres of
Reserve No. A 1720, known as King's
Park, to The City of Perth for the
purposes of an Aquatic Centre; and
for other and incidental purposes.

It should have been intituled-a Bill to
legalise an act of vandalism in Western
Australia, because I believe this is a

vandal's Bill. It sets out to make legal
a proposed act of vandalism which has no
parallel in Western Australia. It sets out
to make possible an act of vandalism which
wilt cause more damage to that which is
beautiful, than all the acts of vandalism
combined which have been perpetrated in
Western Australia.

I have here a copy of Webster's
dictionary. I refer to the meaning of
"vandal" and "vandalism" therein. I want
to read the definitions, because they are
extremely revealing. The definition of
vandal is--

One who wilfully or ignorantly
destroys or disfigures any work of art,
literature, or the like; one hostile to
the beautiful and antique.

Vandalism is defined as--

Wilful destruction of the beautiful.
The spirit which motivates those who would
destroy not 20 acres, but 60 acres of King's
Park, is the spirit of the vandal.

Where is the line of demarcation between
what these people seek to do, and van-
dalism; the line of demarcation between
those who want to destroy 60 acres of
bushland, and the people who creep around
at night to tear down street trees? Where
is the line of demarcation between those
who destroy on a large scale and those who
destroy street trees or smash bottles on the
beaches?

The member for Harvey referred to
some photographs which were displayed
very prominently in Parliament last week.
They show the aquatic Centre at Wiesbaden
in Gernmany. He suggested that that
aquatic Centre would look as attractive on
any other site as it would in King's Park.

I think the significant point about the
photographs is this: They were taken in an
area in Germany from which vandals first
appeared in history, about 150 A.D. In other
words, the Vandals of those days who were
desecrating works of art in Europe and
Rome all came from the area shown in the
photographs.

As I mentioned before, this is a bad
Bill.- It sets out ostensibly to make
available 20 acres of land In King's Park
for the purpose of an aquatic centre. The
Minister who Introduced the Bill said that
the 20 acres would be set back 1,000 ft.
from King's Park Road; 1,000 ft. from
Thomas Street: and 1,000 ft. from May
Drive. If one looks at a map or visits the
area one will realise that not 20 acres
are involved but 60 acres. We have this
subterfuge that only 20 acres of the park
are going to be used for the purpose of this
aquatic Centre, when in fact 60 acres will be
desecrated.

I think this Bill has virtually been con-
ceived in subterfuge, nurtured in subter-
fuge, and is depending for its enactment
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upon subterfuge. The Minister who intro-
duced the Bill concluded his speech on this
note-

It is our duty on this occasion to
assess the majority view in the elec-
torates we represent; and 11 am con-
vinced if that is the method by which
votes are cast on this measure, it will
be passed.

The Minister considers that we should
attempt to assess the votes, and if the
majority of our electors are for the Bill we
should support it.

I remind the Minister that there are
many measures which come before the
House which would command the support
of a majority of the people; but we must
do our duty and vote against such public
opinion. For instance, we could introduce
a Bill tomorrow to divide the rural lands of
Western Australia amongst the population
of the State. I am certain that if that
were put to a referendum, it would receive
the support of a great majority of the
people in this State.

If this argument held good, we would be
called upon to support any legislation
which the majority of the people of the
State desired. You, Mr. Speaker, know
that we must take into consideration the
position in respect of future generations.
Therefore, we should reject this legisla-
tion to desecrate King's Park, in order
that the park might be preserved for
future generations. If we were to accept
public opinion as being the overriding
factor in our delilberation of measures
which come before this House, no measure
to increase members' salaries would ever
come before Parliament. Recently the
Federal members decided to increase their
salaries, and there was a general public
outcry throughout Australia. If members
are to be guided by majority public opinion,
that legislation should be immediately
rescinded. Therefore, the argument that
we should vote according to public opinion
does not bear examination.

Mr. May: There would not be any Taxa-
tion Department.

Mr. GRtAYDEN: No. That was only one
of the points brought forward in an en-
deavour to influence members in their de-
liberations on this Bill. Another point
mentioned by the Minister was in regard
to population density. The Minister had
this to say-

It is the only site that I can find
which has a density of 270,000 souls
Within four miles of it. Whichever
way we might switch the map, I do
not think we will find another area
which gives that density immediately.

I suggest that population density means
absolutely nothing in respect of the matter
we are considering; because it assumes, for
instance, that the people in South Perth
who want to swim will not use the river,
which marks the boundary of that dis-
trict; it assumes that South Perth people

will not make use of the Como Beach
facilities which are being constructed at
very great cost by the Government; and
It assumes that Instead of people who want
to swim making use of the new freeway
to go to Cottosloe or the northern ocean
beaches, they will go over the freeway
and proceed to King's Park. That assump-
tion is fallacious. It also assumes that the
residents of Victoria Park are going to
make use of the pool in the Park; and
it assumes that all people in those outlying
areas will swim In this pool. In actual
fact, the only People who will swim in the
Pool will be those who live in the West
Perth area.

The Minister mentioned the time ele-
ment. It has been suggested that unless
we agree immediately to this proposal,
the Perth City Council will not have time
to construct an Olympic pool. Yet we
were reminded only the other day in The
West Australian that we still have three
years in Which to make Plans for a pool of
this kind. I do not know how long it took
to construct the great Narrows Bridge
which is nearing completion, but it has
taken less time than we have left in which
to construct a satisfactory pool for the
Empire Games.

It has also been mentioned that
a pool in King's Park Would be an asset
so far as tourists were concerned. How-
ever, I1 suggest that any tourist coming to
Western Australia will have seen aquatic
centres constructed of brick and stone-
as this will be-on a far more lavish scale
than anything we would have here.

An aquatic centre will not impress the
tourists; they will drive past it, just as
they drive down St. George's Terrace. What
appeals to visitors from the Eastern States
and overseas countries is the vast expanse
of virgin bush land which is in the centre
of the city,

Mr. Graham: They never look at it;
they look towards the city.

Mr. GRAYDEN: If we are going to have
an aquatic centre in Western Australia
for the Empire Games, it should afterwards
serve the greatest number of people; and
on that assumption, it should be sited
south of the river, preferably In the Vic-
toria Park area. To construct an aquatic
centre on the north side of the river in the
virtually sacred King's Park when people
in that vicinity have immediate access to
such beautiful ocean beaches as North
Cottesloe, City Beach, and so on, and com-
pletely ignore the lack of facilities on the
other side of the river, is a dastardly thing.

There are a great number of other issues
which must be considered. It seems to
me that we are setting out to encourage
parents of young children to take them
to an atmosphere of artificiality which
surrounds a pool of this kind rather than
to go to a little extra trouble to take them
down to the ocean beaches or to the river
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beaches. Therefore, instead of the children
growing up feeling the clean fresh sand
under their feet, they will be walking on
the disease-infected concrete surrounds
of this pool. Children are going to swim
in water in which virtually hundreds and
thousands of children will have swum be-
fore.

I was in Kalgoorlie not very long ago.
and while there I went to the Olympic
pool. The water looked extremely clear
and inviting and had I had my bathers
with me, undoubtedly I would have gone
for a swim because it was a very hot day.
However, afterwards I spoke to the man-
ager of the baths, and he told me that
since the pool had been built--I forget
now just how many Years before-some
4,000,000 children had swum in it-Kal-
goorlie members will probably be able to
tell us the exact number-and the water
had never been changed. The scum is
skimmed from the top, and the water is
constantly chlorinated and filtered to
destroy the bacteria. We must not forget,
though, that 4,000,000 had swum In that
water which appeared so crystal-clear.

Mr. Moir: What a lot of rot! Of course
it is changed!I

Mr. ORAYDEN: That water has never
been changed.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. GRAYDEN: That was the informa-

tion given us by the manager.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too

many interjections.

Mr. ORAYDEN: Members will find, if
they inquire, that the water in that pool
is not changed but is chlorinated and fil-
tered. That was the advice I was given
while in the company of other members.
The manager of the pool felt that that
was a highly satisfactory position because
the water was completely sterile as far as
the Public Health Department was con-
cerned.

However, I suggest that if we are to ask
parents to take their children to a place
like King's Park and have them swim in
water of that kind in preference to taking
them to the ocean beaches or to our Craw-
Icy Bay, then we have lost all sense of
proportion.

Mr. Graham: You are against the
swimming pools, then?

Mr. ORAYDEN: I am all for swimming
pools; but I feel that the water should
be changed more frequently. I mentioned
earlier that I regarded King's Park as a
tremendous tourist attraction; and I would
like to quote from a pamphlet sent to us,
because I feel the statements made in it
are very pertinent. These quotations deal
with King's Park from the visitor's point

of view. The first one is by Afisa M. Rod-
way, and it appeared in The West Austra-
lian of the 6th July, as follows:-

As a visitor, may I urge West Aus-
tralians to realise what a wonderful
heritage they have in King's Park.
Man can make pools, lawns, flower-
beds. etc. anywhere, but not in a
hundred years a nature strip such as
that. Travellers off ships have only
a few hours for sight-seeing. A drive
through the Park in all its natural
glory would be a memory worth keep-
ing.

The next extract-an opinion of Professor
R. L. Crocker, of the Sydney University-
appeared in The West Australian on the
31st August, and is as follows:-

Perth is justifiably Proud of her
residential gardens and her parks, in-
cluding her incomparable King's Park.

The last quotation, an extract from The
West Australian of the 11th September,
is the impression of R. 0. Chalmers-

A visitor from Sydney, I am deeply
impressed with the beauty of Perth's
natural setting. The most striking
feature, I1 think, is the magnificent
natural expanse of King's Park. To
have such an area of almost untouched
bushland so close to the centre is al-
most unbelievable.

The committee which distributed this cir-
cular from which I have been quoting,
made its own comments which I think are
extremely relevant. They are as follows:-

No-one can deny that for over half
a century there has been a tradition
of preserving King's Park as a bush-
land reserve. After a period of initial
uncertainty, no part of the bush was
given over to sporting purposes since
1903. The boards then settled on
the policy which the wife of one of
the original members (Mrs. Temple
Poole) has happily called "an indig-
enous park." The views of Lord For-
rest have been recalled in print by
at least three People alive at the pre-
sent day. The views of early boards
can be gathered from the ancient
signboard which was surreptitiously
removed during the Assembly debate
in 1957. and from various official
guide books (as so effectively quoted
in the 1957 debate by the Hon. A
Watts).

What sticks out so prominently in
all this argument is that quite a body
of people still exist In Perth who re-
gard any sort of bushland reserve
merely as potentially vacant land held
in cold storage as it were, until some
"useful" purpose can be found for it.
They are genuinely and sincerely
amazed that anyone could really like
the Australian bush and wish to pre-
serve bits of it from the axe and the
bulldozer. Fortunately, King's Park
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has been saved from the covetous de-
sires of the utilitarian-minded land we
hope that once past this last hurdle it
will be secure for the enjoyment of
many future generat ions.
Finale:

When all is boiled down the only
solid argument that the Lord Mayor's
party has is that King's Park land
is public land available for genteel
Pillage. It Is much cheaper for the
City Council to use King's Park land
than some of their own endowment
lands which can be sold as building
blocks for a good profit.

We are second to no one in our
desires for still water swimming pools
for the public-but not in King's Park.
Build the pools not for a grandiose
pretentious gesture for the Empire
Games, but as a Permanent amenity
for the public. The obvious sites are
somewhere in the eastern and south-
eastern suburbs, to serve the beach-
starved communities there. After all,
the majority of the existing big sports
arenas are in the suburbs (such as
football, cricket, racing and trot-
ting).

It has been said that there are a great
number of organisations supporting the
pool proposal, but what has not been em-
phasised is that there are a great number
of organisations opposed to the pool in
King's Park. Just a few of them are-

The Historical Society of W.A.
The Gould League of W.A.
The Western Australian Naturalists'

Club.
The Tree Society of Western Austra-

Ila.
The Western Walking Club.
The Royal Society of Western Austra-

lia.
The Horticultural Council.
Housewives' Association,
National Council of Jewish Women.
National Council of Women.
The Women's Service Guilds.

Those are only some of the organisations
that are opposed to the pool. It is not
long since a Gallup poll was taken on this
question-I think it was the 10th March,
1958, and the result was overwhelmingly
in favour of a pool in the park-but the
Daily News on the 24th February last pub-
lished the results of a poll showing that
the majority In favour of a pool in the
park was down to '7O per cent., and the
number of City of Perth ratepayers was
down to 64 per cent. I suggest that since
that time the number in favour of the
proposal to put the pool In King's Park
will be found to have declined consider-
ably.

Mr. Graham: Can You give us the per-
centage opposed to it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: No; I have not that
figure. These people wanted the pool,
but not Particularly in King's Park.

Mr. Brand: Did they want the water
in it changed, or not?

Mr' GRAYDEN: If they realised that
the water was never to be changed, I think
very few people would swim In such pools.
I have here the original Act which gave
authority for the setting up of King's
Park. As members can see, it is a very
oia volume; and it seems extraordinary
that in those days the legislators and
civic fathers of this State had sufficient
foresight to set aside an area such as
King's Park right in the heart of our
city; whereas now, 50 years later, we are
being asked to desecrate the park.

Once we allow an aquatic centre to be
built in King's Park, it will be the end
of that park; because all those who know
anything about reserving bushland in Its
native state are aware that with less than
a certain area it is impossible to preserve
the flora in its original condition. If we
sanction this Proposal, we will be destroy-
ing forever the principle of the sanctity
of reserves in Western Australia; and we
will be making a mockery of the legiSla-
tion which makes it necessary for a
measure to be brought before Parliament
before any alterations can be made to a
Park reserve. Here we are dealing with
the one reserve that can never be re-
stored, once we have made inroads of
this kind on it. If we do this we will
be ensuring that no reserve in the
State will ever again be able to be regarded
as dedicated to the people of the future.

Mr. Outhrie: What was this reserve
dedicated for?

Mr. GRAYDEN: For the enjoyment of
future generations Of Western Australians,
as I understand it.

Mr. Guthrie: What are the words in
the Act?

Mr. GRAYDEN: That the park is dedi-
cated for future generations, or words to
that effect. If this Parliament is going
to desecrate a park of this kind, we will
simply be demonstrating the spirit of
vandalism which, as I said earlier, per-
vades this Bill throughout. It is a spirit
no different from that of the vandals who
tear down trees and things of that sort,

In these circumstances I suggest, Mr,
Speaker, that if the Bill is passed by this
House-I do not wish to be disrespectful
and I applaud the fact that You, Sir,
wear your attire as Speaker with so much
decorum-we should realise that You are
Presiding over a congregation of People
who are Possessed of the vandal spirit:
and I think you should exchange those
robes for a vandal's raiment of bear skins
and that sort of thing. I think that our.
Sergeant-at-Arms, also, should not carry
the mace any longer, but should rather
carry a spear, or whatever It was that the
vandals used.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: Prior to the tea sus-
pension I had concluded my discussion on
the points with which I was particularly
concerned, and I do not propose to re-
capitulate. I simply wish to sum up by
saying that the issue before this House is
not whether we have an aquatic Centre
in Kcing's Park or no aquatic Centre at all
-although the Perth City Council ap-
parently would seek to blackmail members
of this Parliament by holding that threat
over them-but whether, if the pool Is not
placed in the park, there is some other
suitable place for it. The City Council
has signified that unless we vote for this
legislation for an aquatic Centre In King's
Park, it will not proceed with the building
of an aquatic Centre anywhere else. That
Is what the members of the council would
have us believe In an effort to force us
to vote for this proposal.

That is not the issue at all. It is not
a question of whether we have it there or
not at all; it is a qluestion of whether we
have an aquatic centre in King's Park or
at some other equally suitable site in West-
ern Australia. There are many people in
this State who believe that in a country
which is so richly endowed with beautiful
ocean beaches, and so favoured with a
beautiful river-also with many beaches-
we should confine our efforts to de-
veloping the amenities at those beaches,
whether they be ocean or river beaches,
rather than build an artificial concrete
and tile structure which goes under the
name of an aquatic Centre.

There are others who say that if we are
to have an aquatic Centre, let us put it in
a place like Crawley Bay or on Heirisson
Island or Burswaod Island. I do not want
to enter into a debate of that kind: I
merely want to emphasise that the Issue
is not whether we have the pool In the
park or none at all; it is an issue of
whether we have it in King's Park or
somewhere else. As far as I am concerned
I say, "Let us have an aquatic Centre but
not in King's Park." We would not dream
of building a nine-hole golf course at the
Karrakatta Cemetery; I would regard that
as being in the same Category as putting
an aquatic Centre in King's Park.

We Would not demolish the Old Mill at
South Perth in order to build a children's
playground because, obviously, when we
looked at the mil, we would see a site
adjacent to It which would be equally
suitable for a children's playground.
King's Park is a heritage which has been
bequeathed to us; we are its custodians,
and we must guard it for future genera-
tions. We should not look at it and say,
"This is a wonderful site for a hospital";
or, "This is a wonderful site for a running
track." Nor should we say, "This is a
wonderful site for an aquatic Centre."
What we should say Is, "There are equally
wonderful sites elsewhere."o

That is the position. There are many
other suitable sites for an aquatic Centre
in Western Australia, and for that reason
I believe we should under no circumstances
approve of this Bin. Let us safeguard the
heritage which has been left to us and of
which we are the custodians; let us not
squander it. I oppose the Bill.

IMRl. LEWIS (Moore) [7.35]: As one who
was not a member of this Chamber when
a similar Bill was introduced in 1951, 1
feel it is incumbent upon me, as a new
member, to express my views on this most
important subject. I do not propose to
Indulge in any caustic criticism of those
bodies which, perhaps quite conscien-
tiously, have expressed their views in the
reams of propaganda which has been sent
to members of Parliament;, neither, I
trust, will I allow my enthusiasm for this
aquatic Centre in the park to run away
with my imagination, as has happened so
often in this debate.

While I do not propose to criticise some
of the views held by the organizations
which have written to us. I think I should
protest most emphatically against state-
ments made by The Citizens' Committee
for Safeguarding King's Park in its appeal
to members of Parliament. That com-
mittee had this to say-

Most of us feel that anyone who
had read carefully the Parliamentary
debates of 1954, when Mr. Lapham's
Bill was passed on a non Party vote in
both Houses, would have realised the
temper of Parliament on this matter
and not rashly attempt to challenge
the umpire's decision on two further
occasions. The deplorable sportsman-
ship thus exhibited on the part of
those who profess to use the coming
Empire Games as a lever to dis-
member the park emphasises the ob-
session of the Lord Mayor's party on
the pool issue.

I must object to two of the statements
made; firstly, the implication that because
a previous Parliament expressed an
opinion on this matter this Parliament
is indulging in something unsportsman-
like in again debating the issue. That
quite overlooks the fact, as the member
for Nedlands said the other night, that
a new Parliament has been formed since
then; and, therefore, as there are several
new members, they should be given an
opportunity of expressing their views.

I further strongly object to the state-
ment that we--and 1 assume that the
"we" refers to those who favour a pool
in the Park-are members of the Lord
Mayor's party. I am approaching this
matter without any consideration for the
feelings of the Lord Mayor of Perth.
This aquatic Centre, if it is established.
will remain in existence long after the
present Lord Mayor of Perth has been
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forgotten. Indeed, he might now be* in
his last term of office as Lord Mayor-
that is a matter for his own ratepayers. I
am not at all concerned as to whether
my views suit the Lord Mayor of Perth;
and I trust that each member who speaks
on this issue will lift his sights much
higher than that.

We do not have to deliberate on what
is good for the Lord Mayor or for the so-
called Lord Mayor's party, but what is
good for Western Australia. We should
approach this problem with only that con-
sideration in view. It is not so much a
question of whether it is good for the City
of Perth, but whether It is good for the
people of Western Australia as a whole.
in that regard I wruld remind members
of the farewell speech made by the
Governor-General at the civic reception
given to him whilst he was In Perth,
during which he reminded those present
that the views and the actions of the
Perth City Council had an influence far
beyond the bounds of the City of Perth;
and, in fact, far beyond the bounds of
Western Australia.

Whatever the Perth City Council does,
it has an effect on the citizens of the
whole of Western Australia. Therefore,
members of Parliament should deliberate
this question without any bias, prejudice,
or pressure from any particular Organisa-
tion, They should view it solely from the
point of view that it is for the benefit of
the people of Western Australia and for
posterity. As a new member, I was
naturally interested in the debate that
took place on a similar Bill in 1957. I
find that at that time 31 members spoke.
which demonstrates how important each
member considered this subject to be. I
hope that a similar number will express
their views tonight on this Bill, because a
silent vote is not adequate for a subject
such as this.

The member for Nedlands, regardless of
whether we agree with his views or not,
is to be congratulated on the speech he
made whsn moving the second reading of
this measure. He gave a very lucid ex-
planation: and he concluded by saying
that it was the duty of each member to
endeavour to interpret the views of his
electors. I have experienced great diffi-
culty in complying with his advice: and no
doubt other members who represent con-
stituencies somewhat removed from the
City of Perth have experienced similar
difficulty. in our electorates we are free
from any suburban bias; and I must con-
fess that I have not been able to collate
the views of the majority, or even a sub-
stantial number of my constituents.

I have received, to date, the opinions of
six of my electors; four of them were
given verbally, and two took the trouble
to express their opinions in writing. Of
those six, two are strongly in favour of

the aquatic centre; the other four being
against it. I have had some experience
of local government and I. think, there-
fore, that we must bear in mind that,
generally, it is those people who are
against any move who express their
opinion on it, the great majority often
being content to be in favour of a pro-
posal without making themselves vocal.

Mr. W. A. Manning: You have heard
the views of the electors of Moore. They
are in favour of the proposal.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not know whether my
predecessor had the benefit of knowing
that the majority view of the electors of'
Moore had been expressed in favour of the
aquatic centre, but I know that the late
member for Moore expressed himself very
much in favour of this aquatic centre.
Therefore, as my colleague on my left sug-
gests, if, when a similar Bill was before
the House, he received the views of his
electors to the eff ect that they were in
favour of this proposal, I think we can
take that as an indication that the rpa-
jority of the electors of Moore would
favour this proposition. I have received
nothing conclusive, from the figures I have
obtained, to indicate that there has been
any change of opinion.

This Bill becomes all the more import-
ant because the Empire Games are to be
held in Western Australia. That should
create greater stimulus towards permitting
the City of Perth, which is responsible
for the making available, and the prepara-
tion of, the venues for the holding of these
various sports, to get on with its prepara-
tion without any further delay.

Before proceeding further, r can recall
the time when the Lord Mayor of Perth
made representations to the Common-
wealth body which was interested In the
Empire Games. I do not recollect the
exact name of that body, but I am sure
that members will recall the great effort
that was made by Mr. Howard on that
occasion, and how proud we were that his
efforts were successful.

I do not think any member present be-
grudged the Lord Mayor of the City of'
Perth the pride he must have felt on that
occasion. I am not suggesting that he
went unaided when he made those
approaches to the Commonwealth body;
nevertheless, as the Lord Mayor of Perth,
he deserves much commendation for his
conscientious and successful efforts at that
time. I say that because the holding of
the Empire Games in Perth will give this
State an unrivalled opportunity to pub-
licise itself. Earlier in the session the
Premier introduced the Tourist Bill to
encourage tourism, not only in this State
but also throughout the Commonwealth,,
and there is no doubt that the Empire
Games will bring to Western Australia a
greater share of any benefits from tour-
ism, because of the publicity that will
surround them.
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Not only will contestants be visiting this
State, but also people from all parts of
the Commonwealth of British Nations,
particularly from the Eastern States. I
only hope that they will sojourn here for
some weeks so that they will be given an
opportunity to see some of the beauty
spats of our State. Therefore, I do not
think any member of this House will hold
any other view than that we are proud
indeed that the Empire Games are to be
held in Perth; and I am sure every one of
us will do everything he possibly can to
make our visitors welcome and make their
stay in this State as enjoyable as possible.

Reverting to the aquatic centre once
again, I have often heard it referred to
as the "pool in the Park." It has degen-
erated to that. I can almost say that
people have even got around to referring
to it as the pond-a pond that is filled
with red herrings. Over many weeks all
sorts of stories have been advanced which
are absolutely without any foundation.
They are illogical and without substance.
In my opinion, they are intended to dis-
tract our attention from the main pur-
pose of the Bill, which is the establish-
ment of an aquatic centre.

We had a very good explanation the
other evening of what this aquatic centre
was to be composed of, and I do not pro-
pose to weary members with any repeti-
tion. We have the Bill before us. It has
an extraordinary number of safeguards
designed to protect the interests of the
people and to ensure fully that the City of
Perth cannot do anything in regard to
the establishment of this aquatic centre
without the cognisance of the King's Park
Board.

So I think we should have no fear, if
consent is given and the Bill is passed,
that the City Council will not only put an
aquatic centre in King's Park-which, of
course, it will be compelled to do under
the terms of the Bill: and it will do that
at least-but that it will make a very good
job of it. Those of us who have seen the
improvements carried out in this city over
the last 50 years cannot deny that when
the Perth City Council puts its hand to
the plough it ploughs a very good, clean
furrow: it does a very goad job indeed.
I have no doubt that wherever the
aquatic centre is built-even if it is built
In some place other than King's Park and,
due to the non-passage of this Bill. it
develops into an Olympic pool-the Perth
City Council will make the best of the
resources at its disposal.

We then come to the point where
members agree that an aquatic centre
should be built, though probably they
do not all agree that that should be so.
No matter how they feel, however, they
do object to its being built in King's Park.
All sorts of arguments have been advanced
as to why the pool should not be built in
King's Park.

Mention was made of what Sir John
Forrest had to say. I have taken the
trouble to look up the records, and there
is one extract I would like to quote from
Hansard vol. VinI. on the 12th Septem-
ber, 1895, at page 967. the Premier (Hon.
Sir John Forrest) had this to say when
moving the second reading of the Parks
and Reserves Bill-

In rising to move the second reading
of this Bill I may point out that the
object we have in view is for the Gov-
ernment to be able to place public
Parks and reserves under boards of
management and give to these boards
certain powers.

A little later on he says-
This is a Power which the Govern-

ment should have; and especially now
that we are improving the park on
Mount Eliza.

I would like members to note the words,
"improving the park on Mount Eliza."
Quite obviously Sir John Forrest did not
believe In leaving King's Park in its natural
state as so many members would have us
believe. The next reference which I would
like to make Is from Mansard vol. XIV.
On the 15th August. 1899, at page 852, the
Premier (The Rtt. Hon. Sir John Forrest)
when moving the second reading of the
Permanent Reserves Bill said-

This is a very important measure,
though I do not think it contains con-
troversial matter. The object is to
provide reserves proclaimed by the
Governor by powers given under
the Health Act, as parks, squares, or
otherwise for the embellishment of
towns, or for the health, recreation,
or amusement of the people.

There again there was no suggestion that
King's Park should be a flora reserve. I
had hoped to speak a bit later on this
Bill and I have therefore not had an op-
portunity to listen to many speeches on
it, but from the speeches made in 1957
some members have the idea that this
park is a flora reserve and should be kept
as such for all time.

They point out that once King's Park
is used for any other purpose it will go
to pieces; it will no longer be sought after.
or treasured; it will no longer be the
heritage of the people handed down by
our forbears. I went up to King's Park on
Sunday morning. It is not the first time
I have been to the park, but It is the first
time I have stepped out the boundaries
shown in the Bill. Having done so I found
myself in what would probably be the
centre of the pool. I then carried on to
May Drive. I retraced my steps and en-
tered the park from the Thomas Street
frontage and had a look at the vegetation,
including the veldt grass, and so on. I also
had a look to see whether there was any-
body else around, after which I got into
my car and went for a drive around King's
Park.
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* I was not over-impressed with the flora
at that particular corner. In the main the
timber consists of banksia: a variety of
shecak, quite different from that at home:
a few tuarts-though not many: and a
fair amount of scrub which took a deal
of walking through. I would not recom-
mend people to go through that area
dressed in good clothes. There were also
a fair amount of veldt grass and a few
kangaroo paws. Taken all in all the area
was not very attractive. I then got into
my car and drove to the man-made section
of the park where I found there were
about 20 cars Parked along the road: and
some people were walking about viewing
the war memorial, while others were
having morning tea and enjoy-
ing themselves as most of us
do. If we have any visitors from the
Eastern States, the first place we take them
to is King's Park-the man-made section
of King's Park. We take them along and
show them the war memorial from where
they can have a look at the river. The
greatest advantage of King's Park is that it
overlooks our beautiful river.

We then take our visitors driving around
King's Park, and we see a good many other
people doing the same. However, they do
not stop their cars. If they do, they cer-
tainly do not go very far into the bush:
they only venture 20 or 30 yards, and hav-
ing seen the same view many times before,
they get back into their cars and travel
around to the man-made section. It is
the efforts of man that have made King's
Park the attraction it is today. Had it
not been developed, but left in its natural
state, then I am sure very few people would
take the trouble to go there. If they did
they would congregate along the slopes
overlooking the river.

I received a screed from the Citizens'
Committee for Safeguarding King's Park.
It refers to the traducing of Perth's natural
attractions and says-

A regrettable feature of the whole
campaign has been the denigration by
the Lord Mayor's party of two of
Perth's notable natural attractions,
the Swan River Estuary and the bush-
land parts of King's Park.

I do not think anyone will claim that
our Esplanade is a natural feature; for
the most part it is a man-made attraction.
I do not think that anyone would claim
that the Narrows Bridge is a natural
feature of our landscape. They are all
man-made, but no-one will deny them the
beauty that is theirs. The foreshore has
been developed by man to a point far diff -
erent from what it was in its natural state.

When taking a trip to National Park,
people generally branch off the highway
and make straight for the tearooms and
those areas developed by man; somewhere
where it is possible for them to see the
natural beauties of the stream which have
been enhanced by the ingenuity of man.
We do not see people entering very far

into National Park: they may go off the
highway 20, 30, or even 100 yards: but after
they have had a look, they retrace their
steps and get back Into their cars.

The same thing applies when we go to
the Eastern States. We do not go to the
Tourist Bureau and inquire where there
is some natural bushland that has not been
developed by man. We visit the botanical
gardens and the parks: we look for some
beauty and comfort: and the fact that it
is not natural beauty does not make it
any less beautiful.

We cannot visualise a party of tourists
arriving in a bus at the corner of Thomas
Street and King's Park Road and alighting
therei ant then the bus moving off to meet
them on the other side of King's Park
after they had walked through the bush.
That is not done. If a tourist bus were to
dump the passengers on one side of the
park and move off to the other side to
enable tourists to go through the bush,
many of them would complain at having to
do that, because they could see all they
wanted to see while driving along the man-
made roads in the park. It is due to the
efforts of man that King's Park has been
beautified.

One of the arguments advanced against
this Bill by speakers to whom I have
listened carefully was this: If Parliament
were to pass a Bill, would that not be the
thin end of the wedge? There would be
all sorts of demands from various organ-
isations for land, resulting in further dese-
cration of King's Park. My answer to that
argument is that, first of all, under the
legislation passed by this Parliament in
1954, the approval of Parliament must first
be obtained to the excision of any portion
of King's Park-whether it be in the form
of a sale or a lease.

Judging by the debate which took place
In 1957, and the debates which have taken
Place on this occasion, the passage of the
Bill will not be an easy one. No doubt
each case will be dealt with on its merits,
but I cannot conceive of this Parliament
agreeing to an area of any size being alien-
ated or leased for the Purpose of sport.
As far as I know, all other sports are
already well catered for as a result of
the efforts of the Perth City Council.

For Instance, I cannot visualise a foot-
ball centre being established in King's
Park, because the field itself and the area
of land which must of necessity be set
aside for the spectators would take such
a large slice of the Park that I am certain
no Parliament would agree.

Mr. Andrew: If Permission is given for
land to be set aside for the establishment
of an aquatic centre, why cannot land be
set aside for other sport in King's Park?
You have no argument.

Mr. LEWIS: Let me deal with the argu-
ment of the honourable member. In the
first place sufficient land has been set
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aside for all sports to cope with the de-
mands of the present population. I believe
that the space set aside for other sports
Is sufficient not only for the present popu-
lation, but for the population of many
years to come. Last Saturday, at the
Sublaco Oval, there was an almost record
crowd of 48,000 people attending the foot-
ball final. I cannot visualise anyone mak-
ing provision for accommodation for foot-
ball matches in the future, unless he pro-
vided sufficient accommodation for a
spectator-population of at least 100,000
people. That is not an extravagant claim,
because I can imagine in the foreseeable
future attendances of 100,000. That is the
size of the crowd attending football
matches in Victoria today. To set aside
land in King's Park to accommodate such
a crowd would take up such a large por-
tion of the park that there would be little
acreage left.

An aquatic centre serves a special sport
which requires special facilities. These
special facilities are not available in this
State at present. I have looked at the area
at Bold Park. No doubt it has a wonderful
view and lends itself to future develop-
ment. It is a very fine centre. If Bold
Park was as close to this House as is
King's Park, I would be the first to say
that the aquatic centre should be estab-
lished there, but Hold Park is away from
the centre of population. We have to con-
sider that important point.

The advantages of establishing an
aquatic centre in King's Park have been
outlined by various members, and I do
not want to repeat them. Prom a lay-
man's point of view there does not appear
to be any big engineering difficulty. King's
Park is close to the centre of population;
it has access roads; and it has one big
advantage-that is, an unrivalled aesthetic
appeal. Even the opponents of this pro-
posal cannot suggest any other site which
has such an aesthetic appeal as the King's
Park site.

The aesthetic appeal of the King's
Park site is Paramount from the point
of view of advertising this State. This
State will be advertised to such an extent
by the holding of the Empire Games here
that it Is most important to select a site
which will do us Justice and of which we
will be proud.

I regret that I have not the command
of oratory which is necessary to change
the views of some members who have ex-
pressed their Opposition to this Bill, either
during this debate or In the days leading
up to it. I would not Presume that any-
thing I could say would be successful in
that direction. In justice to my electors,
and in justice to the other members who
have expressed themselves in favour of
the establishment of the aquatic centre
in King's Park, I felt I had to make the
remarks which I have made.

In conclusion,
statement uttered
ister of England:
the tools and let

may I Paraphrase a
by a famous Prime Min-

Give the City Council
it get on with the job.

MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park) [8.83:
The previous speaker was a little confused
in his argument. He went to some lengths
to demonstrate that King's Park was a
poor-looking place; but then in his con-
cluding remark he made the statement
that from an aesthetic point of view there
could be no better site. The only conclui-
sion I can draw is that no matter where
the aquatic centre is established, it will
have an aesthetic appeal.

This matter has been debated in this
House on two previous occasions. On the
last occasion the measure was defeated by
29 votes to 14. On this occasion the argu-
ments advanced are the same as those
which were put forward previously. In
introducing the Bill, the member for Ned-
lands stated that this is a new Parliament,
and it is quite possible that new members
may hold different opinions. I am sure
he will be disappointed. The reverse
could apply: the Perth City Council may
want to go on with the establishment of
the pool in the park, but then there may
be a change of personnel on that council
and the new members may not want an
aquatic centre in the park. The council
has not always desired that land in King's
Park should be set aside for sporting acti-
vities. In 1913 a Petition on behalf of
the Convocation of the University of West-
ern Australia was presented by Mr. Dwyer
on Thursday the 23rd October, 1913, to the
Speaker and the members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled. The petition was
as follows:-

The humble Petition of the under-
signed Charles Owen Leaver Riley.
Bishop of Perth. Warden of the Convo-
cation of the University of Western
Australia, for himself and as Warden
as aforesaid on behalf and by the
authority of the said Convocation,
showeth-

That the said Convocation, com-
prising as it does the great body of
the University of Western Australia,
is of opinion and has resolved that a
portion of King's Park, in area not
less than twenty-five acres, near the
corner of Thomas Street and King's
Park Road, is the best site for the
principal building of the said
University.

Mr. J. Hegney: Not less than 25 acres!
Mr. ANDREW: Yes; about the same as in

this proposal. To continue-
Your Petitioner, therefore, for

himself and on behalf and by the
authority of the said Convocation.
humbly prays that your honourable
House will, so far as it lies, give
Parliamentary sanction to a measure
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for vesting the said parcel of land in
the University for the purpose afore-
said.

And your Petitioner and the said
Convocation will for ever Pray, etc.

Dated at Perth, this twenty-first
day of October, 1913.

C.O.IJ. PERTH
Warden of Convocation.

Mr. J. Hegney: What was the date of
that petition?

Mr. ANDREW: The 21st of October, 1913.
Now we come to another interesting peti-
tion which was presented in the same year.
This next Petition was presented on the
18th November. 1913, and it was a petition
from the Lord Mayor and Councillors of
the City of Perth protesting against the
ceding of portion of King's Park to the
University. It reads as follows:-

The humble petition of the Mayor
and Councillors of the Ci ty of Perth
showeth as follows:-

1. King's Park has been set apart
for the use of the Public for ever.

2. This heritage of the people was
gazetted on the 23rd March, 1900. as
a Class "A" Reserve, under "The
Permanent Reserves Act, 1899," and
no portion of it can therefore be
alienated without the consent of
Parliament by Special Act.

3. On the 23rd October, 1913, a
petition was presented to your
honourable House from the Warden
of Convocation of the University of
Western Australia, praying on behalf
of the Convocation that a portion of
King's Park. of an area of not less
than 25 acres, should be set apart
at the corner of Thomas Street and
King's Park Road for the principal
buildings of the University.

4. Your Petitioners view with
alarm this attempt on the part of
Convocation to secure the alienation
of a portion of the people's park,
which your Petitioners consider
should remain in the undisputed
possession of the people for recrea-
tion and health giving purposes for
all time.

Mr. Court: That is the complete answer.
Mr. ANDREW: To continue-

Your Petitioners therefore humbly
pray that the petition of Convoca-
tion be not granted.

And your Petitioners will ever
pray etc.

JNO. HY. PROWSE,
Mayor of Perth.

The Common Seal of the Mayor
and Councillors of the City of
Perth was hereto affixed this
18th day of November, 1913, in
presence of-

WM. E. BOLD,
Town Clerk.

That shows that the members of the
Perth City Council in the past were not in
favour of taking away portion of King's
Park for any purpose; the case I have
mentioned was for the purpose of the
main University building. Since that time
there has been an attempt to build the
Royal Perth Hospital in King's Park: and
some of those prominent gentlemen-
experts as quoted by the Minister for
Railways--stated It was the only place.
We are told the same thing now in regard
to the Olympic pool. We have built our
general hospital, and we did not use King's
Park for the purpose. We have also built
Plenty of other hospitals without having
to use any land in King's Park.

The Minister said we should approach
this question on its merits; and the
member for Merredln-Yilgarn said we
should get down to a factual basis in
regard to the aquatic centre being sited
in King's Park. I believe we should; but
we should consider the whole of the facts.
There are many more important facts
than those which have been stated by
members who are in favour of an aquatic
centre in the park.

The position seems to be the Lord
Mayor of Perth versus the Parliament of
Western Australia; because although Par-
ilament decided by a majority vote of
over two to one against the pool being built
in the park, shortly afterwards the Lord
Mayor kept saying that there was only
one place for the pool.

The inference to be drawn from his re-
marks is that the pool should be placed
in King's Park. I think the person who
holds the office of Lord Mayor of Perth
should accept the decision of Parliament.
He has caused a lot of People to be alien-
ated from him because of the attitude he
has taken. We who oppose an aquatic
centre in King's Park are not against the
establishment of an aquatic centre or an
Olympic pool. However, King's Park is not
the only centre for its location. I will deal
with that aspect later. The Minister, in
introducing the Bill, made the statement
that we would possibly lose the Empire
Games if the Pool were not built in King's

Park.
Mr. Court: I said nothing of the sort.

Mr. ANDREW: The Minister should read
Hansard again.

Mr. Court: You stick to the facts!

Mr. ANDREW: The Minister said that
we have the games and we do not want
to lose them. Does he deny saying that?

Mr. Court: Yes; I did not say the games
were contingent on having the centre in
King's Park.

Mr. ANDREW: I am saying the inference
to be drawn is that we will lose the games
if we do not have the pool built in the
park.
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Mr. Court: Do not talk about inferences;
keep to the facts.

Mr. ANDREW: it is all eyewash that
we will lose the Empire Games if the pool
is not built in King's Park. The Minister
and other speakers who have been in
support of the proposal have not put
forward any arguments which would make
us change our minds, because they have
not dealt with a number of reasons which
I think are quite important in considering
this matter.

The Minister stated that the aquatic
centre and several other pools would
cost £260,000. I am very much against
one pool at that high figure being built in
a central portion between the railway line
and the river, because the tendency today
is towards decentralisation; and in many
cases it is getting too late to decentralise.

There is an Olympic pool near the centre
of Adelaide, just behind Parliament House.
I am sure most members of this House
know its location. There is also another
pool in Melbourne. They are close to the
centre of the city.

Mr, May: There is no water in the one
at Melbourne.

Mr. ANDREW: As the member for
Collie has said, there is no water in the
Melbourne one. But both are close to
the centre of the city and are financial
flops. As a matter of fact I am told that
the one in Adelaide is only open of an
evening at certain times of the year; and
the Melbourne pool is closed for very long
periods and will never pay its way.

in my estimation, £260,000 could be
spent on building three pools south and
north of the river, a fair distance apart.
The Lord Mayor stated that he is going
to build a pool in Victoria Park, one
in the Leederville area somewhere, and
another beyond North Perth. I want
to know-I think this is quite logical and
sensible-if three pools are to be built
in the suburbs, who will go to the pool
in King's Park?

Mr. Crommelin: Thousands!
Mr. ANDREW: That is only an asser-

tion which does not mean a thing.
Mr. Cronimelin: It means as much as

your assertion.
Mr. ANDREW: I instanced a moment

ago where pools have been built in capi-
tals and do not draw enough to pay their
interest let alone Pay for the running of
them. Yet the member for Claremont
says that thousands would go to a pool in
this capital. He is all right, of course, be-
cause he is down at Claremont and will
not have to pay for it. However, that
is another matter, and neither here nor
there.

The City Council could build an
Olympic pool in one of the places I have
mentioned; and I want to say that when

I spoke on this matter two years ago
there was £7,000,000 worth of new build-
ings being erected between the railway
line and the river. We know that the
traffic position in Perth is such at present
that it is sometimes very had to keep
moving. Yet buldings are still being
erected; and I noticed in the paper the
other day that there was one being built
15 storeys high. As a result of these erec-
tions more traffic will be brought to the
city, thus causing more hold-ups and con-
gestion.

On many occasions during the day in
New York and London the traffic moves
at a walking pace. A friend of mine re-
turned, via America, from a conference in
Europe. He told me that one night he
left his hotel with friends and they finally
decided to walk to their destination in-
stead of catching a bus. They set oif at
the same time as the bus did. On the
way they made a detour down a side street
to have a look at something, and when
they came back to the Main road they
were still level with the bus. That gives
an idea of the congestion of the traffic.
over there.

We are charged with the responsibility
today of legislating for the future. We
should accept that responsibility and Use
some imagination, because the city of
Perth will not always be as it is today.
We have, in our time, -seen it grow; and
it will continue to grow in like manner.

According to figures given to me by the
former Minister for Transport, 750 cars
an hour travel along Thomas Street. r
think that figure was arrived at by talk-
ing the average over 12 hours in a day.
The number travelling along King's Park
Road is about 600 an hour. According
to the figures given me by the same Min-
ister, the number of cars licensed doubles
every eight years. Therefore, at the
moment there is a car going along Thomas
Street every four or five seconds; in eight
years' time there will be one going along
every 2 or 2& seconds; and in 16
years' time there will be one every
one second or so. If they continue to
increase at that rate, and there is an
aquatic centre in King's Park catering for
thousands of' cars, it will be quite a job
to disperse the traffic from the parking
areas into those busy streets. The mem-
ber for Moore mentioned the 45,000
people who attended the football match
last Saturday. Why do we not use our
imagination and realise that that is what
the position would be at King's Park?

Mr. Rowberry: How would it be in Vic-
toria Park?

Mr. ANDREW: At least it is decentral-
ising. I am not talking about Victoria
Park now but I will be in a moment, be-
cause I have every justification for
doing so. A lot of people do not irealise
that Victoria Park has as many on the roll
for the city of Perth as have four other
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wards in the City of Perth. Victoria Park
has 9,000 on the roll; and if we add up the
numbers in four of the other wards we
find they do not total 8,000--or at least
not much more than 8,000.

When I asked the total number on the
roll for the City of Perth 12 months ago
I was told there were 34,000. Of that
number, 9,000 come from Victoria Park-
a little less than one-third. Therefore,
Victoria Park should be thought of when
matters affecting the Perth City Council
are being considered. I am not parochial.
Frankly, I do not care much where the
pool is situated, but I do think that there
should be one pool in Victoria Park; and
at present there is land suitable for such
a pool. However, it would not be neces-
sary for it to be an elaborate centre cost-
ing £260,000. All that would be required
would be a pool of Olympic standard which
would serve the interests of nearly one-
third of the ratepayers of Perth and many
thousands around.

There was a committee which submitted
a case to the Perth City Council for an
aquatic centre in Victoria Park. I per-
sonally would prefer a pool to be built in
one of these centres and not in King's
Park. With the money which was to be
spent on the aquatic centre in the park.
three pools could be built, the first being
of Olympic standard and the others not
so elaborate but serviceable for the people.
We sent a petition to the Town Clerk of
the City of Perth as follows:-

We, the undersigned, on behalf of
the Olympic Pool Committee, which
represents all sections of the people
in Victoria Park, strongly urge the
Perth City Council to build the
aquatic centre, necessary for the
Empire Games swimming events, oni
the Council's endowment land ad-
jacent to Kent Street, Victoria Park.

We can assure you that we do not
take this step lightly, having given
much serious thought and considera-
tion to every aspect of the matter.

In support of our request, we ad-
vance the following very good reasons,
which we believe cannot be refuted:

1. The district, situated south of
the river, under the jurisdiction of
the Perth City Council, constitutes a
large, expanding and important part
of the whole City Council area.

2. Of all the lands controlled by
the Perth City Council it has, with-
out doubt, the best site for an aquatic
centre.

And I think that is correct. To continue-
3. The site is close to the city and

is easy of access from all parts of
the metropolitan area, and there are
several bus services which pass by.
Both Albany and Canning Highways
are within walking distance. Further,
with the Narrows bridge completed

next year, there will be no diffculty
for road transport. With the Cause-
way, the Narrows Bridge and Garret
Road bridge, all traffic from north of
the river will be catered for adequately,
anid this without going through the
city. Also, with the three Highways
south of the river, viz.: Albany,
Canning and Great Eastern-all trans-
port problems are fully covered.

4. The land would not have to be
resumed or acquired as It already be-
longs to the Perth City Council.

The City Council has 40 acres of endow-
ment land there in a high situation; and
it would not involve any of the engineer-
ing difficulties which, it has been sug-
gested, would be encountered at certain
other sites.

5. The Kent Street endowment
lands, the extent of which Is about 40
acres give adequate room for other
facilities and amenities, including
parking, etc., which would be required.

6. It would be a mistake to build
all the facilities for the Empire Games
in a small area. This could cause un-
necessary traffic jams and snarls be-
cause the motoring public would be all
travelling in the same direction at the
one time and to different events. We
would point out that at the Olympic
Games held in Melbourne in 1956, the
different competitions were held in
various places, spread over a wide area.
For instance, the rowing events were
held at flallat-at-70 or so miles from
the capital city.

7. It is most important that this
matter should be kept in perspective.
We must not lose sight of the fact that
the pool will be used only over a very
short period for the Games.

8. Therefore, whether the pool will
pay its way in the future will depend
greatly on where it is situated. If the
situation of the pool is to be West of
the city, we would point out that
people domiciled there have in the
past used the ocean beaches for bath-
Ing: and even then with a pool in
reasonable proximity most of them
would continue to go to the beaches.
This would be a handicap which could
create a Position where the pool would
be a financial burden on the rate-
payers of Perth for many years.

The proposed Kent street site pre-
sents an entirely different picture. A
pool in that position would be assured
in the future of all the patronage
that it could handle. Apart from the
swimmers in training who would
patronise a pool wherever it was, the
people living south of the river are
isolated from the ocean beaches and
If they desire to swim or bathe, would
obviously prefer to use the aquatic
centre, because swimming facilities in
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this area are almost non-existent, the
few that are available being quite
primitive. Also, there are twelve
schools in the council's district here,
including one of 1,600 pupils next to
the proposed site.

it will be noted that this was a petition
to the Perth City Council from a com-
mittee representing a number of organisa-
tions from Victoria Park in the Perth City
Council area; we have said nothing at all
about those living in the huge, thickly
populated area surrounding Victoria Park.
To continue-

9. In conclusion, we feel that the
necessity to establish an aquatic centre
for the Games, presents a unique op-
portunity to provide adequate swim-
ming and bathing facilities for the
vast body of ratepayers south of the
river, thus meeting a long-standing,
urgent and ever-increasing demand.

We consider the foregoing are strong
and cogent reasons why our request
should be granted. Our intention has
been to be f actual in our approach
to this question.

It is with confidence that we leave
the matter in the hands of all your
councillors, knowing that they will give
fair and just consideration to the
points raised herein.

When the Bill before us has been dealt
with by this House, the City Council will
have to look around for a site for the
Olympic pool; and I believe that the Kent
Street endowment site is the best site,
although I admit there may be other
sites. I think we have to consider
this question not merely from the point
of view of the requirements of Perth to-
day, but what its requirements may be
perhaps 100 years from now. We cannot
continue to concentrate all our business
premises, sporting facilities, amenities, and
so on in the confined area between the
railway line and the river;, because if we
were to do so, we would only be building
up even greater problems for those who
come after us.

Any planning, to be fully successful,
must he done with an eye to future re-
quirements. and not only taking into
account what is suitable and adequate for
the moment. Had our forefathers been
able to plan sufficiently with an eye to
the future, we would not have in Perth
the present narrow streets which result
in so much congestion of traffic. Of course,
in those days no-one imagined that Perth
would become as large as it is now; and
there is nothing to say that in time to
come this will not be a city of at least
1,000,000 people. Should that time come,
there will be nothing but traffic snarls and
problem after problem to be faced. I feel
that those who favour placing the pool in
King's Park should give the matter a
second thought.

Mr. Outhrie: In order to get a paro-
chial pool in Victoria Park.

Mr. ANDREW: If the honourable mem-
ber could not accept or follow what I said,
I am sorry f or him.

Mr. Rowberry: Where is Victoria Park?
Mr. ANDREW: The member for War-

ren is being facetious. I have not dealt
with the question of maintaining King's
Park as a flora reserve for the people of
Western Australia, as I am sure other
speakers will deal adequately with that
aspect of the matter. I have heard many
people from the Eastern States and from
other parts of the world comment on the
beauty of King's Park. Only recently,
while visiting members of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association were
here, they said, while going through King's
Park, "You would be very foolish to let
this park go, because it Is unique in the
world." I believe that nowhere else in
the world is there a city which has 1,100
acres of land set aside, as King's Park has
been dedicated in Western Australia.

Over the years various interests have
tried to acquire portions of King's Park-
first for university buildings; then for a
hospital; and now for a pool. If we agreed
to let portion of the park be taken for
purposes of a pool, it would be only logical
that other sporting bodies, on request,
would also have to be given space there.

If portion of King's Park is now allowed
to be used to provide swimming facilities,
practically all of it will go to satisfy the
demands of other sporting interests in
the not too far distant future. I hope that
on this occasion Parliament will do as it
did on. two previous occasions, and reject
this Bill.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) (8.40]: On
occasions such as this. I only wish that
I could attain some of the objectives for
which some of us learned public speaking;
namely, to persuade, to convince, and to
compel. The position is exceedingly diffi-
cult, because it is well known to me, as no
doubt it is to the majority of members,
that practically everyone has made up his
mind on this issue. At the sanme time,
after some preparatory remarks, I hope-
and I say this without any rancour or
criticism of members because of their atti-
tude, or because of the initial reasons
which caused them to form their opinions;
and I know practically everyone of them
from start to finish-that there will be a
majority of members who will appreciate
the enormity of the question that it is our
responsibility to decide; and that they
will give some thought to the actions and
the consequences if we make our decision
lightly.

In supporting this measure this evening,
I feel absolutely correct in the attitude I
am adopting. I only wish I had the same
confidence in my ability to state the case
which I know can be stated. First of all,
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for reasons which will become apparent,
I desire to touch upon a somewhat Per-
sonal note, and this will occupy only a
few minutes.

I was born and reared in the country;
and, accordingly, I grew to love everything
that was Nature in its many forms. Later
I was an employee of the Forests Depart-
ment, and had an association with the
Propagation, conservation, and develop-
ment of trees and flora in their many
aspects. More recently I had the honour
of being Minister for Forests: and during
that time no fewer than 864,000 acres
were dedicated as permanent State forests
in Western Australia, an addition of some
25 per cent. on what existed previously.
fluring the same period, because of my
decision-made contrary to departmental
advice-I insisted that a sum of approxi-
mately £3,000 per annum be made available
to an organisation known as the Tree
Society in order that it might educate and
encourage people to pay some respect for
growing and living things.

In view of that background, is It any
wonder that my first reaction to this
proposition was one of opposition? I felt
that King's Park should be left in its
original state; and I believed that that was
the purpose for which it had been dedicated
a public park by John Forrest. I think
I am right in saying that the great major-
ity, if not all, of those who are opposed to
the aquatic centre in King's Park-or for
that matter any other activity in King's
Park-formed their initial opinions on the
completely false belief that it was the
intention of John Forrest, and the people
of that day, that King's Park should
forever remain for the preservation of in-
digenous flora, and that any departure
from that original concept would be akin
to sacrilege.

I have a volume of the statutes for
1895, and in it there is a Parks and Re-
serves Act. This is John Forrest's legisla-
tion; and it applied to a handful of parks
only, including King's Park which, of
course, was virtually under the noses of
the statesmen of the day and the great
majority of the People of Western Aus-
tralia. But Parliament of that day laid
it down that there should be boards to
control these parks. The Act to which I
have referred-and I repeat it is John
Forrest's legislation-reads as follows:-

A board of control and management
may, among other things, do as fol-
lows:-

(a) Fence in or otherwise enclose,
clear, level, drain, plant, and
form walks and carriage drives
through and over such parks
or reserves, or any part
thereof;

it goes on-
(c) Otherwise Improve or orna-

ment such parks or reserves,
and do all such things as are

calculated to adapt such parks
and reserves to the Purposes of
public recreation, health, and
enjoyment.

A board had those powers with the ap-
proval of the Governor.

Mr. Bovell: But the powers did not in-
clude the giving away of any portion of
the park.

Mr. GRAHAM: I hope I can proceed in
an orderly manner: and I am certain that
I will be able to answer the question raised
by the Minister for Lands,

Mr. Bovell: It was not a question.

Mr. GRAHAM: The board had power,
with the approval of the Governor, to
prescribe the days on which, and the
bounds or limits within which sports,
games, and gymnastics might be per-
mitted on park lands and reserves, and
otherwise regulate or prohibit such sports,
games, and gymnastics. Further on the
Act states--

Prescribing the fees to be charged
the public for admission to the park
lands and reserves, or part thereof.
and the occasions when such fees
shall be payable, and prohibiting free
admission thereto on such occasions.

Those words are contained in legislation
drafted by the late John Forrest. That
was the genesis of the dedication of the
present King's Park.

Mr. Roberts: To the board.
Mr. Bovell: But there is nothing there-
Mr. GRAHAM: I desire to proceed with

my speech, and I will be experiencing
some difficulty in stating what I desire to
state within the allotted time; but if I
have attained the end of my speech be-
fore my time has expired, I shall not mind
questions from the Minister for Lands or
anybody else; and, with all modesty, I feel
capable of answering them.

Several years later, in the year 1898, a
Land Act was introduced into Western
Australia by the same John Forrest; and
in that statute he laid it down that there
should be 16 different types of reserves;
and amongst them were reserves for State
forests, and areas for the conservation of
timber and indigenous flora and fauna.
He did not include King's Park in that
category. Sir John Forrest. to use his
own language, when classifying the re-
serves of Western Australia left King's
Park in that category which was to be
used for the purposes of recreation, health,
and enjoyment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Fairly compre-
hensive terms.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes: but it will be seen
that there is no historical impediment
against the use of King's Park for an
aquatic centre. So I return to the point
that I was endeavouring to make earlier;
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namely, that almost all of us-both in-
side and outside this Chamber-if we are
honest with ourselves, have based our
opinions upon a popular fallacy; and,
having declared ourselves accordingly, we
find that we are in difficulty in try-
ing to alter our attitude towards the par-
ticular issue which is now before us-
notwithstanding the actual evidence which
confronts us---which I will come to in a
moment.

So we are not bound by history; but we
have a bounden duty and responsibility.
surely, to develop King's Park in accord-
ance with the original conception and in-
tention of its founders. We know full well
that it was Sir John Forrest who ap-
proved of the decisions of the board of
control at the time for sporting arenas to
be introduced to King's Park.

Mr. Guthrie: He was chairman of the
board.

Mr. GRAHAM: I make this point at this
stage because there are members who feel
that an aquatic centre should be here or
should be there. This Parliament cannot
tell the Perth City Council where to con-
struct an aquatic centre, or even an
Olympic pool. All that Parliament can
do is to say to the Perth City Council:
"There is one place where we will not al-
low you to construct this amenity." If
our answer is couched in those terms, it
is the business of the Perth City Council
to proceed with some modified plan either
north, south, east or west of the city so
long as it is within its boundaries. The
Perth City Council is a separate entity and
it has a responsibility to its ratepayers;
and no doubt the ratepayers of the City
of Perth would be exceedingly vocal if the
Perth City Council affronted them to any
degree.

Mr. Lawrence: Doesn't the honourable
member think that any person pays rates
other than the ratepayers of the City of
Perth?

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently the member
for South Fremnantle does not fully appre-
ciate the position; but if he pays some
attention to what I am saying, he will learn
something about it.

Mr. Lawrence: I was trying to help the
member for East Perth.

Mr. GRAHAM: I can assure the mem-
ber for South Fremantle that he is not
helping him. In 1954, a Bill was intro-
duced to this Parliament, and agreed to. to
amend the Sir John Forrest Parks and
Reserves Act. I emphasise that the
amendment made to the Act by this
Parliament in 1954 does not prevent the
construction of an aquatic centre in King's
Park. The Act now provides that before
an aquatic centre can be constructed, the
approval of Parliament shall first be
obtained. There is nothing uncommon
or unusual about that. It is interesting
to recall-and the record appears in the

Parliamentary Debates of December, 1954
-that the sponsor of the Bill goes down in
permanent record as having said this-

I deny that I brought down the Bill
to Prevent the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King's Park.

That was said by the ex-member for North
Perth.

Mr. Andrew: What inspired him?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not want to go
into that, because unfortunately I1 know
a little too much of the background, and
my remarks would make unpleasant read-
ing if they were placed on record. How-
ever, the sponsor of the Bill denied em-
phatically that he introduced it to prevent
the establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park; and one can only assume
that the aquatic centre Was Of such im-
portance that it should be referred to
Parliament for consideration first of all.
Therefore, it is completely untrue to say
that, in 1954, Parliament rejected the
proposition for the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King's Park that was
before it at that time.

Mr. Andrew: You have Your tongue in
your cheek when you say that.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish I could proceed
without interjections.

Sir Ross McLarty: You have turned over
a new leaf.

Mr. GRAHAM: I did make an appeal
Previously, without a great deal of success,
apparently, that there would be a good
deal of seriousness and attention given to
this important matter by all members,
irrespective of what their attitudes might
be; and I make another appeal along the
same lines tonight, because it will not be
the political Party of members who are
sitting on the other side of the House or
my political Party that will be affronted
if the wrong decision is made. There will
be people beyond this Parliament, who will
be disappointed and frustrated if a deci-
sion along certain lines is made. Accord-
ingly, we should give the serious and
detailed attention to this matter which I
think all members will agree the subject
warrants.

In 1957, an unsuccessful attempt was
made to secure the passage of a Bill to
allow the Perth City Council to negotiate
with the King's Park Board for the
establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park. I have been in Parliament
for many Years. Let us all be perfectly
frank. Which of us has not, at some
time or another-and this definitely in-
cludes myself-discussed a matter and put
forward a point of view that varied with
one's conscience or convictions and which
was, perhaps, tempered by Political con-
siderations? We have, from time to time,
voted accordingly. Knowing something of
the background behind the measure that

2194



[Thursday, 15 October, 1959.] 2195

was introduced In 1957, I am appealing to
those who were driven, as I previously have
been driven-by impish motives, if I can
use that term-to appreciate the respons-
ibility which Is now theirs.

There are times when we can be play-
ful; but this, surely, is not one of them.
We now have before us the 1959 Bill, and
the situation is different. This is the
last time an approach can be made to
Parliament. There is now no Indefinite
reason: there is a purpose for this Bill.
The Empire Games have been obtained by
the City of Perth. Perth is to be the host
city to thousands of competitors and
visitors who will come from all parts of
the world: and no doubt there will be
people, in great numbers, coming from all
parts of Australia.

This is an opportunity, surely, for us
to do something on a grand scale-not
merely to construct an Olympic pool, but
to erect something of immense design
and something of beauty such as the
aquatic centre depicted In the photo-
graphs which have been displayed in the
corridor for several days. That aquatic
centre is located in a German town. If
members have regard for the terrain
which has been encompassed by those
photographs, they will appreciate that it
Is similar to the terrain surrounding
King's Park, even to the ranges in the
background.

Agreement with the Bill before us does
not involve the nibbling away of King's
Park: encroaching upon King's Park; or
sacrificing King's Park. Approval of this
Bill means our giving authority for King's
Park to be developed. I believe In King's
Park for the people. I would never, under
any circumstances, agree to the 'alienation
of any portion of it whatsoever. As a
matter of fact. I would be inclined to re-
sume some of the residences, Particularly
those on the crest of King's Park nearest
the heart of the City of Perth.

King's Park will be exactly the same size
If this Bill is passed as it will if it is not
passed. The difference will be that ap-
proximately £260,000 will be spent on con-
structions and beautification. It will then
be opened up, and it will be made possible
for many thousands of people to enjoy
themselves in a portion of the park which
is scarcely visited by anybody at the pre-
sent time. In other words, this will make
it possible for more People to indulge In
recreation and have regard for their health
and enjoyment, as Sir John Forrest indi-
cated should be the case.

I emphasise that every square Inch of
that area will still remain the property of
the King's Park Board: and therefore, it
is totally false to suggest that portion of
King's Park is to be given away. I repeat
that a portion of King's Park will be
developed, not by our money-the State's
money-but by an authority that is willing
and anxious to do It in order to cater for

the wants and requirements of the people,
and in order to attract more people to
that glorious park. Let us be honest with
ourselves. Broadly speaking, people only
enter King's Park at the present moment
because of the man-made developments
that have taken place.

Several members: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAHAM: Without the construction

of the roads, it would be impossible for
people without vehicles to enter the park.
Without the construction of footpaths, the
same story could be told; because where
there are no footpaths, there are mighty
few people. So we have expanses of lawn:
there are tearooms, swings, and round-
abouts for the children; seating for people:
kiosks: the War Memorial; and so on. It
is to these places that the people go: it
is in these places where they and their
families enjoy themselves. There are of
course, also the areas where people play
bowls and tennis, and where the Hale
School boys engage in active sport from
time to time.

Very few people enter King's Park for
the purpose of roaming through the
natural bush-unfortunately, the de-
teriorating bush, which Is being invaded
by veldt grass, by Guildford grass, and
by other exotic growths. The more sub-
stantial timber is rapidly deteriorating,
and there is little to attract people to
that portion of the park. I heard the
member for Harvey say that certain taxi-
drivers Informed him that it is one of the
sights of King's Park, and that many of
the tourists are driven around to see that
portion of the park.

I do not think any of us will deny that
a drive along King's Park is a drive along
the developed portion I have mentioned;
and having attained the heights of King's
Park, to them it is nothing more nor less
than a grandstand from which they can
observe the city in the distance, the broad
expanses of water, and the southern
suburbs. How many of those who travel in
these taxis have gone through the back
roads-which are there-and have asked
the taxi-driver to stop while they take a
walk through the native bush? It is
fantastic and absurd! Let us disagree
about this matter as much as we wish; but
let us be honest and face the facts; because
I fear that otherwise a great Injustice will
be done to very many serious-minded and
enthusiastic people who are seeking to do
a job for the State of Western Australia.

As I have said on a previous occasion.
if King's Park were patronised by people
in their tens of thousands, there would
be a far more rapid deterioration, it would
become something of black sand, and
black sand only. Nobody can gainsay that
fact. So King's Park is all right so long
as nobody is going into it; and, as we
know, scarcely anybody does. If people
went there in great numbers, then It would
become something akin to the Sahara
Desert.
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Mr. Roberts: Didn't the police have diffi-
culty in shooting Ferdinand on account of
the number of people in the park?

Mr. GRAHAM: If the aquatic centre
could be constructed there overnight, it
would be 12 months before some people
knew it was there. I would like to quote the
experience of a certain gentleman whose
name I cannot mention publicly, though I
do not mind disclosing it to any member
outside this Chamber. The gentleman in
-question was a consular representative,
and he and his wife used to go for walks
through the undeveloped portions of King's
Park. He totted up the distance that he
and his wife had walked over a period of
time and found that they had done
approximately 1,400 miles through the bush
of King's Park. In that distance of walking
he encountered two human beings only,
That surely indicates the extent to which
the people in the metropolitan area of
Western Australia are availing themselves
of the park.

This is not a proposition to destroy all
that is King's Park as we know it at the
present moment; it is for approximately 20
acres to be intensely developed for the
purpose of allowing people in great
numbers to congregate and enjoy them-
selves. We do not know for certain the
attitude of the public in respect of this
matter; but we do know that over the Past
several years there have been stores of
voting cards issued in many factories.
'workshops, and offices; and if my memory
serves me rightly, in every single instance,
wherever a poll was taken, there was a
majority vote in favour of an aquatic
centre in King's Park.

I will say there were more than '75 per
cent. in favour; and if my memory serves
me exactly right, it was 83.3 per cent.
spend over all of them. I am informed that
.recently what one might almost term an
official Gallup poll was taken throughout
Western Australia. and it revealed that 80
per cent. of the public were in support of
this proposition.

I would like to mention something else:
Over the past several weeks I have taken
a member of this House with Me to certain
places; and wherever we have seen half a
dozen people assembled-even if they were
unknown to us--we have stated the propo-
sition-and I do not think there was any-
thing unfair about it-and asked them,
"Are you in favour of an aquatic centre
being established in King's Park; yes or
no?" We went through scores of people in
these groups, and it was only last evening
during the tea adjournment that one-
the first and only person-was discovered
who declared in the negative on this par-
ticular Proposition. I am indicating that
in order to show what my own experiences
have been.

Somebody quoted the Tree Society. All I
know is that only today the secretary of the
Mt. Lawley branch of the Tree Society
rang me here at Parliament House.

This person is a woman. She said, "I
have always been opposed to the pool in
the park proposition. I did not appreciate
what was meant by an aquatic centre, but
I am now 100 per cent. in favour of it.
I hope and trust that Parliament approves
the proposition." I am indicating that
she had a wrong impression of what was
meant by an aquatic centre, as compared
with a pool, as so many of us, including
myself, had a wrong impression regarding
the original intention of King's Park.

Mr. Rowberry: Is she a mother with
small children?

Mr. GRAHAM: She is a mother with
teenage children. This is not a proposition
for a pool but for an aquatic centre-a
centre for a certain form of activity. As
the Perth City Council has indicated,
many Olympic pools will be constructed
within its district around many points of
the compass, but there will be only one
aquatic centre. Public halls are built in
many districts, but there is still need for
a central city ball. Theatres are con-
structed in the suburbs, but there is still
heavy patronage of the theatres in the
heart of the city, particularly the live
theatres.

The proposed aquatic centre is to be a
centre. Such a centre cannot be estab-
Fished anywhere else. On account of very
many factors, in my opinion the centre
cannot be better located than on the pro-
posed site in King's Park. If we reject
this legislation, there will be no aquatic
centre in Perth.

Mr. Roberts: Is that a threat?
Mr. GRAHAM: It is not a threat. As

I1 understand, it is a statement of fact.
If it is rejected there will, of course, be
an Olympic pool constructed in order to
meet the obligations of this city in respect
of the Empire Games. But this glorious
opportunity which we now have, which
is ours if we grasp it, will be lost If advan-
tage is not taken to pass the Bill. Then
an open invitation will be given to the
Perth City Council to construct a white
elephant, of which we have heard some-
thing, because in order to cater for the
athletes and their trainers, tremendous
facilities will be required in the way of
change rooms, massage rooms and other
accommodation which are so essential to
world-competing exponents of the great
sport of swimming. There will be the need
to provide elaborate diving towers and
other world standard requirements for an
international competition such as the
Empire Games. Afterwards, all this will
be left to the men, women, and children
of the district; but they will have no use
for It.

Such a centre placed centrally, as would
be the proposed aquatic centre in King's
Park, with all the facilties available, and
which has within a radius of four miles a
population of 270,000 people, would have
some chance and prospect of being suc-
cessful financially and otherwise.
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I now deal with some of the objections
Which have been raised. I trust that I
'have shown beyond any shadow of doubt
that, contrary to our original conception,
it was never intended by the father of
King's Park that the park should remain
as an estate for the preservation of in-
digenous flora. Certain people have made
the statement, but they do not know where
the quote came from, and it cannot be
demonstrated that King's Park was to be
preserved for the children of 100 years to
come so that they might see the native
bush of Perth. That was not the concept
for which King's Park was set aside. What
records there are indicate the opposite.

Some people claim the establishment of
a pooliIn King's Park will be a waste of
funds on the part of the Perth City Coun-
cil. I say that is a matter between the
council and its ratepayers. We, as mem-
bers of Parliament-whether representing
the metropolitan districts or the far cor-
ners of the State-should not interfere:
it is not the business of us, as members
of Parliament. We shall do our part if
we agree to this Bill; then the Perth City
Council can argue the matter out with its
masters, in conjunction with the King's
Park Board.

Reference was made to the noise which
would emanate from the aquatic centre
and the effect on the poor patients in the
Home of Peace! On a mighty occasion,
from my point of view, at the Subiaco
Oval last Saturday some 45,000 people
were congregated within a few hundred
yards of the St. John of God Hospital
to which some tremendous extensions are
shortly to be made. At regular intervals
there are many thousands of people
assembled at that oval who engage in
cheering their teams.

Th the sport of swimming, the occasions
when there will be competitions, with
large crowds assembled, and cheering and
barracking will be rare. Such occasions
would occur in Western Australia per-
haps once in 12 months when th3 State
championships or the Australian cham-
pionships were held; or when some out-
standing swimming stars from another part
of the world visit this State. Ordinarily,
during the weekly swimming competi-
tions. there would be comparatively few
spectators.

What is hoped is that many people in
the State, with their children and fami-
lies, will make use of that part of the
park, of the lawns and shady trees, and
use the aquatic centre for paddling and
learning to swim. Surely nobody would
deny them that right! There will not be
the sustained and tumultuous roars from
the crowds, as were heard last Saturday
at the Subiaco Oval when one team or
the other was kicking goals and perform-
Ing generally to the satisfaction and de-
light of its supporters.

Mr. Rowberry: Who won?

- Mr. GRAHAM: I am proud to be the
Patron of the team that won. One of
the grounds of opposition to the estab-
lishment of' the aquatic centre in King's
Park is the traffic congestion that will
be caused. The traffic engineers of this
State investigated the matter, and they
found the site to be probably more fav-
ourably situated than any other location.
for the reason that in King's Park Road
there is a double carriage way. Shortly
in Thomas Street. which is the other point
of entry and exit to the proposed centre,
there will be a double carriage way. Fur-
thermore, there are no cross streets on
one side of King's Park Road, while on the
other side there are wide streets running
off.

After all, the car park is to provide
accommodation for only 500 vehicles.
Within a few hundred yards from here
there is a car park to provide parking
space for 2,000 vehicles; and this is al-
most in the heart of the city. Why would
there be congestion around King's Park
with that limited number of cars, when
there is no congestion in the case of the
2,000-vehicle park? Even if there was traf-
fic congestion at the aquatic centre once
every 12 months, little inconvenience
would be caused; just as several times a
year around Subiaco there is traffic con-
gestion but no great harm is done to
anybody.

In addition, the ears arriving and leav-
ing the aquatic qentre in any great num-
ber would be in the late evening hours
at about 10 or 11 p.m., but the peak hours
of traffic in the city lie between 8 and
9 am., and 4 to 5.30 P.m. There is no
substance whatever In any criticism on
the basis of traffic congestion.

Then some, Pretending to look after the
business of the Perth City Council, stated
that this project would become a white
elephant and lose money. I repeat
that the Perth City Council will have to
solve that problem with its ratepayers.
This is not a question of pounds, shillings,
and pence. The Perth Esplanade is a
financial liability to the Perth City Coun-
cil, but that does not deter the council
from maintaining and developing that
area for the benefit of the People and for
the beautification of the city. The same
process is repeated 101 times by the Perth
City Council, but there is no complaint. It
Is not a question of balancing the Budget
at all times.

One can see the contradiction. At one
moment the place is going to be over-
crowded and cause annoyance to people;
and at the next, people are opposing it
because nobody will patronise the aquatic
centre and the Perth City Council will
lose a tremendous sum of money.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes left.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Thank you. Mr. Speaker.
I would appreciate about five or ten mini-
utes extension. but I will leave that to
members, generally. I have already
pointed out that people will be attracted
to King's Park. Surely every submission
will be considered on its merits; and mem-
bers of this Parliament in 20, 30, or 50
years' time will make their decisions ir-
respective of what we decide on this issue
tonight. This is a proposition before us
in 1959; and the responsibility is ours to
make the decision in the interests of our
State and in the interests of its people.

Mr. Roberts: Justice will be done.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Perth City Caoun-

cil secured the Games when it was thought
there was no chance of their coming to
Western Australia. The Perth City Coun-
cil started behind scratch. it was accepted
that Adelaide was to be the venue of the
Empire Games in 1962; but they were
awarded to the City of Perth. I would em-
phasise this: They were not awarded to
the State of Western Australia. The Em-
pire Gamnes are awarded to a country: In
this case, Australia. The Australian body
then selects a city. It could have been the
City of Subiaco. the City of Newcastle. or
anywhere else; not necessarily a capital.
So this is the province and responsibility
of the Perth City Council. It sought
the Games in the certain knowledge
that it would be involved in ter-
rifie expenditure, but felt it was in
the Interests of the State; In the inter-
ests of the city; in the interests of the
ratepayers; and in the interests of the
people ks a whole that the Empire Games
should be held in our capital-the City
of Perth.

It applied itself accordingly. I say
that the Lord Mayor, the Town Clerk.
and the Perth City councillors have earned
the highest and warmest praise of the
people of Western Australia for their
achievement and success. With the ex-
ception of a comparatively small contribu-
tion by the State, the Perth City Council
will be responsible for all the expenses
associated with the Games. These works.especially the aquatic centre, are being
undertaken not for the Perth City coun-
cillors or Lord Mayor Howard, or any of
those who sit about him at council meet-
ings; they will derive no particular bene-
fit from the works. They are anxious to
vndertake these things for us and the
people we represent.

The Perth City Council has done its job
nobly and well. It is now up to us to
do ours. Even if we err a little-even if
we make a mistake to some degree in al-
lowing this 20 acres of Klng'd Park to be
used for this purpose-surely because of
the special circumstances of the Empire
Games being awarded to our city in 1962
we can afford to be generous in the mat-
ter and forget certain things in order to
ensure to the greatest extent possible that
these Games will be a success.

If this Bill is defeated there will be a
blanket of darkness over many people; and
People who count. The Perth City Council
will be bitterly disappointed and frus-
trated; and they are the people respons-
ible for the financing and organising of
these Games which we hope will mean so
much to Western Australia. I am con-
scious of the bitterness-

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

MR. EVANS: I move-
That the honourable member's time

be extended.
Motion put and passed.
Mr. GRAHAM: I desire to thank mem-

bers for their indulgence. I have not
much more to say; but again I want to
draw the picture of the people who fought
so hard in order to get these events for
our capital city and the State of Western
Australia; of the people who are prepared
to spend their money-that is. the money
over which they have control; of the
people who are prepared to devote them-
selves so vigorously over the next three
years or so in the preparation and organ-
isation that are so necessary. I ask
members to picture their feelings if they
learn that this Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia has rejected their plan for the
establishment of an aquatic centre, which
I think would have no parallel or no
superior in any part of the whole wide
world.

I ask members to have some considera-
tion for the sporting associations and the
members of them. After all, the Games
will be a series of sporting engagements
by experts of various types; and a tremen-
dous responsibility devolves on sporting
bodies here. I know of their attitude in
regard to this matter. What will be their
feelings? They will be feelings of disgust;
feelings of frustration: and, in some cases,
perhaps even a tendency to sky the towel
and say, "Is it worth while? We have done
so much and are prepared to do so much
more, yet the politicians have denied us
this glorious opportunity."

I have no doubt that the eyes of the
whole of the Commonwealth of Australia
are upon us and the decision which we
will make; and I make this appeal to
members: Do not let us fail those who
have been responsible for getting the
Games for us; do not let us fail those
who have undertaken this work and those
who will be shouldering the responsibility
of financing the greatest sporting event in
the history of Western Australia.

Surely, even if we have felt on earlier
occasions, and even so late as today, that
for some reason-however honest and con-
scientious the reason-there should be no
tampering with King's Park as it is, in
view of the circumstances-the excep-
tional nature of the circumstances; the
importance of them-and the dampening
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eff ect we can have upon the spirits of those
responsible for the Gaines, we can appreci-
ate that this is an occasion when we
should extend our compassion, or greater
understanding, or sympathy, because mil-
lions of pounds are involved and many
thousands of people are involved. We will
be breaching no ethics: no principle; no
law; and no conception of the father of
King's Park. We will, by the passing of
this Bill, have made it possible for the
Perth City Council and those who work
with it to do a far better job than could
otherwise be done for the Empire Games
in Perth in 1962.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin)
(9.29]: When the Minister introduced
this BRI he requested that we be calm
and objective in considering it. That
is one point with which I agree, and I am
going to endeavour to carry out his wishes.
I hopc I shall be a little bit more success-
ful than was the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: I hope you can be as
objective as I was.

Mr. Nalder: It was an excellent speech.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think I could

commence my remarks with the same
words I used in 1957 which were as
follows:-

Perhaps we should commend the
Perth City Council on its ideas and
its tenacity.

If it feels it has a responsibility and a
certain purpose, we can only commend it
for seeking to achieve it, even if It is
entirely misdirected and misled, as I believe
it is on this occasion. We should not
approach the matter with any intention of
belittling those who have the responsibility
of looking after this city.

We have had mentioned the Empire
Games and their possibilities. I do not
want to detract one iota from the im-
portance of the Empire Games; but we do
not want that particular event to stampede
us into doing something which we would
otherwise not do and which is not reason-
able. We must have a longer-range vision
than that.

I would like to point out that when the
Perth City Council sought to have the
Empire Games in Perth, and its request
was granted, it had full knowledge of the
fact that the Bill submitted to Parliament
in 1957 was rejected, and that King's Park
would not be granted as a site for an
aquatic centre. For that reason I con-
tend that if when it made the arrangement
it knew that that was the decision, it had
no reason whatever for believing that that
decision would be reversed. Why should
It now seek to have it reversed on the
ground that it needs the aquatic centre
for the Empire Gamnes?

I believe that anl aquatic centre is not
required for the Empire Games. All that
is necessary is an Olympic pool; so that
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anything requested beyond that is our own
desire. If the Perth City Council had
accepted our decision in 1957 and con-
tinued with a scheme then, it would have
had, at that time, five years to Implement
that scheme before the Empire Games
were held. Some people who condemn
those who are opposed to the granting of
the King's Park site say that they have
therefore no vision. The following is a
quotation which I made in 1957, giving the
Lord Mayor's view on Burswood Island-

It is true that one day it would ap-
pear possible to establish the great
sporting stadium referred to in the
Stephenson-Hepburn plan, but where
is the million Pounds to come from
that is required to develop such a site?
The scheme of park development for
Burswood Island and the adjacent
foreshore is certainly a long-term one
and unless a large sum of Government
money be Initially granted for the
purpose, it will be many years before
Park and recreational facilities may
be possible in this area.

If that is the long-term plan and an
ideal plan, why, in the interim, should we
Proceed to establish an aquatic centre
somewhere else? I have already pointed
out that for the purposes of the Empire
Games, we only require an Olympic pool.
Why not establish that Olympic pool for
the games and keep in mind Burswood
Island for the aquatic centre, the stadium,
and all the other appurtenances?

Some very strange things have been said
about the park, including some which have
been said here. I want to quote from an
article in The Weekend Mail of the 21st
February of this year. It is written by one
who is obviously not opposed to the King's
Park site. It is as follows:-

Found: In King's Park last Sunday,
2.30-4 pin. . . . one stroller.

The writer is Athol Thomas and he con-
cluded his article with the following:-

I'll bet you a tuft of veldt grass to
a beer bottle top that not one West
Australian in 1,000 will ever set foot
on 800 of the 1,000 acres In King's
Park-summer. autumn, winter or
spring.

These days, too, people like to do
their walking on rubber tyres.

Certainly a park within a brisk walk
of the city is a fine thing-if people
are making use of it. But only botan-
ists, birdlovers. the middle-aged, shy
lovers, nudists (I saw one there in
1956), late-night beer drinkers and
others with a knowledge of how to
treat snakebite ever see the greater
part of our Sacred thousand acres.

The one who wrote that article was
obviously biased.

The member for Bunbury interjected a
while ago regarding Ferdinand. In the
Daily News of the 22nd August was an
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article written when a chase was going on
for the cow. The portion I want to quote
concerns the Police sergeant, who was
not interested in the pool, but who was
giving factual information. It is as
follows:-

"We'd have got him long ago in
ordinary bush," said the sergeant,
"but not in King's Park. There are too
many hazards for us to blaze away at
him."

Some of the hazards: Hundreds of
holiday-happy schoolchildren running
through the scrub: young lovers in the
glades: boy scouts' excursions; elderly
people enjoying the bush land.

That was the experience of those who
hunted the animal in King's Park. There is
certainly evidence of hundreds of people in
the bushland there. Those who have the
game ideas as Athol Thomas made various
statements, even tonight. one said, in
describing King's Park, "One thousand
acres of wilderness"; another said, "Banksia.
and veldt grass". If that is all members
see in King's Park, of course they have no
reason for opposing an aquatic centre there.
But others have different ideas.

The member for Moore told us that the
attraction in King's Park was the man-
made roads. Why do the people travel over
the man-made roads? Is it to see the
roads? I venture to suggest that they
travel over the roads in order to see the
park. That is perfectly obvious. We do not
travel to look at a road. We use the roads
as a means of getting around the park,
which proves that people enjoy a walk or a
drive through the park. I cannot see any-
thing derogatory in driving through the
park instead of walking. It still shows an
interest in the park.

I have questioned many People from the
Eastern States, lately-sometimes at break-
fast, or lunch, and so on. Naturally, I have
been particularly interested in their views
on King's Park. Not one has bad anything
derogatory to say about King's Park; and
they have all made a trip through it. They
say that it is one of the main points of
interest here-

However, there are other people I would
like to quote to demonstrate that I am not
giving only my opinion. The following is
an article from The West Australian of
the 18th April-

Perth Has ideal Site for Giant
Botanical Garden.

With appropriate landscaping treat-
ment, Perth and its environs, including
King's Park, would be converted into
a giant botanical garden.

The beautiful Mt. Eliza and Swan
River settings, with the future Narrows
Bridge, lend themselves to the
possibility of becoming the centre
almost of a modern Garden of Eden.

The area visualised for this garden
(indicated in the plan above) consists
of the Swan River and its adjacent
countryside from the 'University to the
Causeway, a distance of four miles.

It will be seen that there are others
interested in King's Park. in The West
Australian of the 13th August last there
is a report of a committee of nine, in-
chiding such important people as Mr.
H. E. S. Smith (Chairman), Dr. A. J.
Millington, Professor B. J. Grieve, 0. E.
Brockway, J, A. Thomson, C. 0. Freiberg,
D. J. Collins, J. Martin, C. A. Gardner, and
A. C. Shedley. Under the heading of
"Botanic Garden for Perth" we read-

The committee examined 17 sites
and finally selected King's Park.

Further on we read-
It feels that intensive development

is the only way to protect the area
from fire. Its soils are as good as
any that can be found within eight or
nine miles of the centre of Perth.
Other factors in its favour are its
proximity to the University and its
value to botany students for outdoor
study.

Then-
Preservation of our unique native

flora by the growing of rare species
which are in danger of extinction, and
eventually building up a representat-
tive hyving collection of the State's
flora.

Establishing comprehensive collec-
tions of W.A. species of important
genera such as eucalyptus, banksia.
and acacia, in which there is world-
wide scientific and tourist interest.

In The West Australian of the 28th Feb-
ruary last, under the heading "Points
Against a Park Pool", we read-

Thirdly, the building of the pool ad-
jacent to the junction of two of our
major city traffic routes is bad town
Planning and will make congestion at
a point already developing major
traffic hazards.

Dispersion of large centres of public
activities should be the keynote of our
planning, not concentration In an al-
ready over-congested city area.

That was written by Harold Boas-

Mr. Hawke: Is that the same Mr. Boas
who wanted to put the Narrows Bridge
road through King's Park with cuts 40 ft.
deep?

Mr. Roberts: It is the same one.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: To continue-
I agree with Mr. Howling that the

Perth City Council's endowment lands
would provide an excellent centrally
situated site equally accessible from
all parts of the metropolitan area and
in a situation of beautiful spaciousness
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and surroundings which could be de-
signed to take traffic from all quarters
without congestion.

So we find that the question before us
is really the suitability of the various sites.
For 'what is King's Park best suited? I do
not agree with the member for East Perth
in regard to the original design for King's
Park by Lord Forrest or his Government.
I feel that this is a matter we must decide
for ourselves today. We know, from past
experience, that it is the natural beauty of
King's Park which has made it so desir-
able. If it were covered with playing fields
and so on, they would certainly have some'
purpose, but they could equally well be
placed almost anywhere;. whereas King's
Park seems destined for a different pur-
pose. As so many of our people are proud
of King's Park as it is, I think it should
be reserved.

I thought that, when introducing the
Bill, the Minister would give us something
new and further facts on which to work:
but having read through his Speech in
Hansard, I find that nearly all of it was
confined to giving details of the proposed
aquatic centre. We are not concerned
with that, because all of it can be applied
anywhere. What we are concerned with
is the question of whether the aquatic
centre shall be in King's Park or not, I
have no argument against establishing
an aquatic centre; but we are deciding
whether it is to be situated in King's Park;
and I have looked in vain in the Minister's
speech for much evidence in favour of the
proposal.

One of the Minister's main arguments
is that King's Park is the centre of a
very large population, but I think that is
a matter on which there is some further
information which I would like to pass on.
If we look around the metropolitan area,
we find that the population in the im-
mediate vicinity of King's Park is decreas-
ing. The member for West Perth would
know that the number of his electors is
decreasing; and the Minister for Education
would know that much of the room in the
school at Subiaco is empty. All that indi-
ca tes that population is drifting away from
that part of the metropolitan area, because
the city is encroaching on it. People from
that area, are being forced to go elsewhere.

There is some interesting information in
the Stephenson report, in regard to some
of the areas north and east of Perth.
District No. 9, at the time of the report,
had a population of 50 and an estimated
population in 1971 of 44,400. District No.
10 had aL population of 1,280 and an esti-
mated population of 37.100. District No.'17 had a Present Population of GOD and
an estimated population of 33,100, District
No. 18 had an existing population of 3,930
and an estimated population of 38,300. I
could quote other examples also, but that
is sufficient to show the way the popula-
tion is shifting.

When introducing the Bill the Minister
said-

They have unbalanced Population
distribution compared with the King's
Park site. Maybe 20, 30 or 40 years
hence they will have all the population
attributes of the area now submitted
to this House.

But according to the population growth of
the metropolitan area, it will be only about
13 years before the movement which I
have referred to will occur. If the aquatic
centre were to be built in King's Park, It
would not be used for three years in any
case. The term of the lease is 99 years;
and in that time, even according to the
Minister's estimate, the population will
have moved and the crowd will have gone
elsewhere; so there is no reason for Placing
the aquatic centre in King's Park on
account of the population factor.

At page 2031 of Hansard the minister
is reported to have said-

There is no reason why, if this
Parliament so desires, we should not
say, ".We will pass this Bill through
the third reading when the Perth City
Council prepares a deed of trust in
respect of this area."

He was there referring to Bold Park. I
must confess that I had a discussion on
this matter and the dedication of Bold
Park as a reserve, and tying it up just as
King's Park is tied up today, so that ap-
proximately 400 acres of it would be
preserved as a national park and natural
bushland. I was considerably impressed.
and began to wonder whether that Pro-
position would not be a good argument for
allowing portion of King's Park to be used
as a site for an aquatic centre.

I was almost persuaded; but I decided
I would look at the whole situation: and
I went out to Bold Park and up Reabold
Hill, and made an inspection of that area.
The result was that I am convinced that
King's Park should be retained in total:
and that, if the City Council so desires, an
Olympic pool or aquatic centre could easily
be established in Bold Park.

It is an absolutely wonderful situation
for it. If the Perth City Council wants
to build an aquatic centre, or an Olympic
pool, it has an ideal situation in Bold Park.
There would be a beautiful background
of wooded country and hills; and one
could not conceive of a Prettier situation.
After having made an inspection, I was
confirmed in my belief that we should re-
tain King's Park for the Purposes which
have been set out; and the Perth City
Council should make its own decision as to
where the aquatic centre shall be built. it
is not for us to decide that.

Recently we had some argument about
the possibility of building an Olympic pool
in an area where the water level was high.
A talk was given to us on the matter, and
many members attended. But soon after-
wards a Dutchman said, "Where do they
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think we have our swimming pools in
Holland? Holland is 17 ft. below sea level
and we do not have any difficulty with
our pools." I forget the name of the town
-it is in the coal-bearing country south
of Sydney-but I can remember seeing
pools on the beaches; they were established
without any worries about the water level.
If these things can be done in other places,
why cannot the same thing be done here?
I am not an engineer, but I have seen
these Places. So obviously there must be
some way of overcoming the objections the
City Council has: and no doubt it coul
overcome the objections if it wished to
do so.

Mr. Court: They have said they can
do so, but at double the cost.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The cost is not
always the major consideration in these
matters. I do not know what the cost
would be but there are some ideal sites
around the metropolitan area for an
aquatic centre or Olympic pool. These
centres are man-made and can be placed
anywhere. A rubbish dump can be cleaned
up and made a spot of beauty by the build-
Ing of an aquatic centre. That is the
advantage of these man-made pools. In
many places they are used to cover up
ugly spots. So what is to stop the Perth
City Council from beautifying some of our
ugly spots by the building of an aquatic
centre or Olympic pools? It would be
appreciated by many people.

There has been a good deal of talk about
people wanting to see an aquatic centre.
Aquatic centres and pools can be seen in
any of the big cities. People will not travel
around the world to look at an aquatic
centre; but many of them would travel
long distances to see a place like King's
Park-a large area of natural bushland
so close to the city.

Mr. Lewis: Where else in Australia is
there an aquatic centre?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: We must be
reasonable about these things. It has been
claimed that the people who come here for
the Empire Games will be so impressed
with the aquatic centre that its fame will
spread abroad. All they will do will be
to compare it with a pool or a centre some-
where else and say it is either better or
worse than that. It certainly will not be
unique, as King's Park is. We must do
everything possible to encourage the
natural growth in King's Park: and the
board should be given sufficient funds to
carry out this work.

It is very easy to destroy bushland and
replace it with something like an aquatic
centre, but once it has been destroyed it
cannot be replaced. We cannot replace
the natural bushland which has been de-
stroyed around the city in so many Places.
As a matter of fact, Professor Stephenson
in his report recommends that 30,000 acres
more should be provided for Parklands

around the metropolitan area. If that is
so, why destroy some of the parklands
we already have?

I feel that I shall have to oppose the
Bill. I do not say that lightly: and before
coming to this decision, I inquired into
the whole question. I have read all the
literature which has been sent to us on
the proposition. I have read the Stephen-
son report, and I have looked at all the
possible alternative sites. I have no axe
to grind, because I am not a ratepayer of
the metropolitan area; and when one looks
at it in that perspective I think one can
come to one decision only-that the
aquatic centre should not be built in King's
Park.

MRt. CROIWMELIN (Claremont) (9.551:
I was interested in the concluding remarks
of the member for Narrogin 'who said that
he had given the matter considerable
thought before arriving at a decision; and.
to some extent, he seemed to regret hav-
ing to make the decision he made. I also
wish to refer to the remarks of the member
for Harvey who said that he was the rep-
resentative of the electorate of Harvey;
and, as such, he spoke for the people of
Harvey. Of course he is the member for
Harvey in regard to political questions; and
if he represents a Liberal electorate he will
speak liberally, and if he represents a
Labor electorate he will speak accord-
ingly.

But can the honourable member stand
up here and say that as the representative
of Harvey he knows what the people of
Harvey think about the question of an
aquatic centre in King's Park, when he has
not contacted the people? We have known
for months that the question of establish-
ing an acquatic centre in King's Park
would be raised again this session; and
every member has had plenty of time at
least to get a fair idea of the feelings of
his electors in regard to it. Therefore, for
the member for Harvey to suggest that he
is speaking for the whole of his electorate
is not quite correct.

Mr. May: Did you?
Mr. CROMMELIN: I took the oppor-

tunity of contacting 12 different stores in
my electorate; I went to butchers, green-
grocers, hairdressers, and grocers, and
I asked each proprietor whether he
would mind asking anyone who came into
the store a certain question, which was
framed-

Mr. W. Hegney: I bet it would be.
Mr. CROMMELIN: I will tell members

how it was framed.
Mr. W. Hegney: We will be interested to

hear it.
Mr. CROMMELIN: The question was

written out and Placed on a piece of paper.
It said "Are you in favour of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia ceding 20 acres
of King's Park to the Perth City Council
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for the purpose of establishing an aquatic
centre?" Some of the answers were most
illuminating.

Mr. Lewis-. The land was not to be ceded
but leased.

Mr. May: What did the butcher say?

Mr. CROMMELIN: The butcher was all
for a pool in the park. While I was
there a woman who had lived in this
country for only a few years came in and
the butcher asked her the question I had
given to him. She said "Good gracious me,
no. If they are spending £260,000 on a pool
In the park, what will my children do?
I have three young children and I want
them to learn to swim. What chance have
they of learning to swim in a pool in the
Park which is being built only for
Olympic swimmers?" I believe too much
attention has been paid to the word "pool."
and a lot of people have the mistaken
idea that only one pool is to be built.

As a result of the small Gallop poll
or census which I took I can honestly
say that out of the 150 votes, taken from
12 different stores, there were between '75
and 80 per cent. in favour. In one store
alone, not one person voted against the
Proposal. I thought that was a, fair way of
permitting approximately 1,000 people to
express their opinion. Had each member
of this House taken the slight trouble to
conduct a Gallup poll in his electorate,
and not relied solely on his own judgment,
he would have been able to make a more
definite decision.

It has been suggested that the ceding
of 20 acres of King's Park for the pur-
Pose of establishing an aquatic centre
would have a detrimental effect. I assume
that what is meant is that It would affect
the value or the purpose of the park as
a means of purifying the air, as open
spaces do. If this proposal is granted,
surely the 20 acres will be taken up to
a greater extent by the planting of lawns.
flowers, shrubs and trees than by the pools
themselves. Surely the small area to be
allocated for this Purpose would have little
cffect on the overall value of the park
in assisting to purify the air and for
other purposes.

it has been mentioned by several
speakers that the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King's Park would pre-
sent a traffic problem in the nearby streets.
In that respect, I am prepared to accept
the opinions of traffic engineers that worse
Problems than this have been overcome.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Roberts)
took the Chair.]

Mr. May: It does not make the argu-
ment any better.

Mr. CROMMELIhT: We have not been
presented with the problem yet. The
1,000 acres of King's Park are made use
of by a large number of people; not only

by those who live in this State, but also
by people from other States and from
overseas. Admittedly, those who visit the
Park have fairly fixed ideas on what they
want to do and what they want to see.
If we want to encourage the idea that the
park has a use for everyone, surely we
should preserve a large portion of it in its
present state; and, in addition, plant more
trees to take the place of those which,
over the years, have died; and, if possible,
take all steps possible to eliminate the
curse of the veldt grass. I fear that this
grass has increased to such an extent that
unless something is done to prevent its
growth there will be no native flora left
in the park.

The taking of 20 acres from King's Park
would not ruin any portion of it in its
present state. I would suggest that the
average person who meets a ship at Fre-
mantle for the purpose of conducting a
friend through King's Park would take the
visitor only to those parts where a car
could be driven. What is generally done
is that the car is brought to a standstill
along any one of the drives at a spot
where a visitor can see the kangaroo paws
or any other natural flora. There would
be nothing to stop that practice from
continuing. However, the majority of
people having seen the wildflowers would
finish up in that part of the park where
they could obtain the best view of the city
of Perth; and that vantage point is situ-
ated in the cultivated section which over-
looks the river.

It is obvious that in the next decade
or so that section of the park will have
to be greatly extended. Even today, it is
difficult to obtain a meal in the restau-
rant-which is in the cleared section of
the park-unless one books it. I am sure
it will net be long before we find that there
is need for another restaurant in the park;,
but I do rnot think there will be such a
great outcry against that. I do not be-
lieve, for one moment, the veiled sugges-
tions that if there is no aquatic centre
in the park nothing will be made available
for the holding of the Empire Games.

I believe, however, that the Perth City
Council will, in all probability, not expend
such a great amount of money, but will
confine itself to the building of a pool that
will conform to Olympic standards and
comply with the requirements laid down
by the Commonwealth body in charge of
the games.

The member for Narrogin went to a
great deal of trouble to illustrate that the
population which visits the park is falling.
However, he took no coognisance of the
statement made by the Deputy Director
of Education (Mr. Dettman). In one para-
graph of that statement, Mr. Dettman said
that at Present only 50 per cent. of the
eligible primary school-children attended
the swimming and life-saving classes, due
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entirely to the prejudice of parents against
their children swimming in the river. He
said-

We believe that if good, chemically-
treated pools were available through-
out the metropolitan area this pro-
portion could be substantially in-
creased, so enabling greatly increased
numbers of children to receive the
benefit of the instruction we provide.

Mr. Boyd!l: Mr. Dettman did not say,
though, that King's Park was the only
place to put the pool.

Mr. CROMMELIN: No, Mr. Dettman did
not make that statement; but the mem-
ber for Narrogin, in an endeavour to
bolster up his case to show why the aquatic
centre should not be established, quoted
at great length figures to prove that there
are fewer children living in the Subiaco
area and fewer children attending the
Suhiaco school now than there were pre-
viously. No more ridiculous a statement
could be made. If all members present
had gone to the headmasters of the high
schools in their electorates they would
have found that the average schoolmaster
would support, very strongly, any possi-
bility of obtaining at least one pool to
which he could send his pupils to learn to
swim.

The remarks of Mr. Deitman on the
Swan River are quite true. The river is
not a very pleasant place to swim in fol-
lowing a dry season such as this, especially
during the months of January, February,
and March. In spite of what we have
been told by some health authorities--that
there is nothing wrong with the water in
the Swan River-it is a curious fact that
many medicos strongly advise parents not
to allow their children to swim in the
river because they will get either sore
throats or sore ears.

Mr. Brady: Do you think your Govern-
ment will see its way clear to clean it up?

Mr. CROMMELIN: Yes, I think it will,
with the assistance of the Swan River
Conservation Board and contributors. The
process will no doubt be gradual. I hope,
also, that some money will be raised to;
eradicate the veldt grass curse in King's
Park.

I will not enlarge on the question of the
cost of the pool; that is no concern of
ours; it is for the ratepayers of Perth to
decide whether they want a referendum
on the question of a loan being raised.
That is their privilege. Accordingly, it
is no concern of members here as to what
the cost is to be. Our sole concern is
whether we should allow the Perth City
Council to have the 20 acres in question.

There have been speakers who have said
that there are other sites available in
which an aquatic centre could be estab-
lished. The member for Narrogin said he
could think of nothing finer than Bald
Park in which to establish such a centre.

Surely the Perth City Council must have
gone to a great deal of trouble to assess the
population of the centres nearby as a guide
to the most central situation before it
decided it would like to have the aquatic
centre in King's Park. Anyone who has
read these statements will see that it is a
fact that this is the most central place in
which the centre could be situated.

If the Dark is left as it has been for
the last 50 years, I would agree with the
member for East Perth that it would no
longer be a park worth going into. it will
certainly not be so unless a vast amount
of money is spent to convert it into a
man-made park with a different concept
of trees, gardens, shrubs, and lawns. I feel
that a large sum of money will have to be
spent on the park to keep it in a reason-
able condition.

So it is up to members tonight to dwell
on this and think before they cast their
votes against giving the Perth City Council
the opportunity to establish this centre.
If the Bill is lost, I cannot imagine that
body would try again. Time would be
against it; and although in a couple of
years' time there might be several new
members, two attempts having been made,
it would be tantamount to suicide to try
again.

Therefore I hope members will give this
matter very Serious consideration. I hope
they will consider not only their own per-
sonal feelings, but those of the people
whom they represent; and if they can
honestly say they speak with the voice of
those people, and that they should deny
this right to the Perth City Council, well
and good. But if they are not sure, and
they vote against the Bill, they will be
denying a lot of young people today, and
in the future generations, the opportunity
which after tonight will be lost forever. I
support the Bill.

MR. WV. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
[10.15]: I propose in my very brief re-
marks to Indicate that I resolutely op-
pose this Bill. Before submitting my view
on the Bill, however, I would like either
the Minister for Industrial Development
or the Premier to clear up a matter in con-
nection with a statement that appeared
in The West Australian of the 29th Sep-
tember. This statement is headed in
bold black type, "L.C.L. Council ask for
pool in park." I do not propose to read
the entire article, but Part of it reads
as follows:-

The State Council of the Liberal
and Country League last night agreed
to a motion calling on the State Gov-
ernment to introduce into Parliament,
through a Liberal member, a Bill for
an olympic pool in King's Park.

AS I have said, the heading is "L.C.L.
council asks for pool in park." All I would
like is that either of the senior members in
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the Liberal section of the Cabinet deny
or affirm that the Liberal Party has de-
cided that the pool shall go in the park.
The subject matter indicates that a Lib-
eral Party member should introduce the
Bill and allow Parliament to make its de-
cision.

Mr. Court: On a non-party basis.
Mr. W. HBEGNEY: Yes, but we must

consider the heading to this article.
Mr. Court: You do not want to blame

us for the heading; we have enough to
contend with already.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: All I want to say is
that there may be some private me'mbers
of the Liberal Party who feel disposed
to vote against this Bill; but because
of that article they will feel bound to
support the Government.

Mr. Brand: They will not feel bound
to do so.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am pleased that
the position has been cleared up. At the
outset, I wish to refute any imputation of
political cowardice. My attention was
drawn to a leading article in The West
Australian of the 23rd September, which
says, in part-

The Government is temporising on
the King's Park pool.

Further on it says.-
In this new Parliament, two years'

reconsideration, and wiser counsels
should reverse the thumbs down As-
sembly vote of 1957.

it then goes on-
It is time the politicians took notice

of the overwhelming logic on an
aquatic centre in the Park. The ques-
tion has suffered from a pussy-footing
element of playing -safe politically to
avoid anything that might antagonise
some voters somewhere. But a de-
cision cannot be evaded.

I do not think there is any member
of this Assembly who would flinch from
giving his opinion on this Bill, or any
other Bill, which is entirely of a non-
Party character. Members of all Parties
realise that when the Government intro-
duces a Bill on matters of policy, mem-
bers on the Government benches are
naturally bound to support the Governl-
ment in its objective in passing certain
legislation. By the same rule, the Op-
position has a policy on which it would
approach a particular Bill dealing with
matters of policy, on a composite basis.
But any matter like this, which is en-
tirely non-Party, would be treated quite
differently. The statement in The West
Australian is entirely unwarranted and
unjustified.

As far as I1 am concerned, I are pre-
pared at all times to stand by my view,
whether it is favourable to others or not.

If I am the only member in the Cham-
ber who decides to follow a particular
line on a non-Party issue, I will be quite
prepared to do so; and I think every other
member should have the courage to do the
same thing.

Let mie first refer to a few of the state-
ments that have been made. Incidentally,
I notice that The West Australian has
had quite a few leading articles over a
period trying to cajole members of Par-
liament to vote in a certain direction.
They say all arguments in connection with
the establishment of a pool in King's Park
have been wiped aside.

There is nothing else I can do but oppose
the Bill. Regarding the "thumbs down"
decision of 1957, every member of Parlia-
ment exercised his vote in accordance with
his belief. The member for Nedlands said
that the Bill was debated in an emotional
atmosphere on that occasion, but that was
not the case. Members for and against the
measure spoke in enthusiastic terms when
putting forward their views. That did not
mean there was a great emotional atmos-
phere, or that the 29 members voting
against the measure spoke emotionally and
not logically or in accordance with their
beliefs.

I adopt the same attitude towards this
Bill as I adopted in 1957. In addition to
what has been said about the suitability
of the proposed site for the aquatic centre
I am irrevocably opposed to the excision
of any portion of King's Park for such a
purpose. It may be said that is unreason-
able, and that we are denying the Perth
City Council the opportunity to obtain a
lease of 20 acres in King's Park. I listened
carefully to those who have spoken in
favour of the Bill, including the member
for Merredin-Yilgnrn. They indicated that
they are prepared to go beyond 20 acres;
and if it is necessary to lease another five
or 15 acres they will be in favour.

Although some members claim that each
case will be dealt with on its merits wvhen
applications are made for the setting aside
of the land in King's Park for sporting
purposes, if this proposal of 20 acres is
agreed to on the basis of a 99 years' lease,
then Parliament cannot refuse any further
approach made for the setting aside of
a piece of land for sporting purposes,
directly or indirectly connected with
recreation.

Despite what John Forrest may have said
in 1895, or what somebody else may have
said in 1927, I believe in all sincerity that
King's Park, being an area within the
confines of the city, should be reserved for
all the people of this State, and it should
be developed on a botanical garden and
natural flora basis.

Some people claim that the flora in
King's Park consists only of banlcsia and
sheoak. I say that is native flora although
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it may be of an inferior type. Once en-
croachment is made on native flora,
Within a short time there will be no wild
flowers or native flora in King's Park.

As development progresses and the popu-
lation increases, the native flora recedes. I
built my home within 3J miles of the Town
Hall of Perth, in Nanson Street, Wembley.
The surrounding land was then virgin bush.
and between my home and the Indian
Ocean there were only two houses. I often
walked through the native bush land to the
Ocean, and I saw a fair amount of native
flora and scrub in those days. Now with the
subdivision of land and the building of
houses, between Nanson Street and Floreat
Park there is very little native flora left.

On the south side of the river, and to the
east and the north of the city, by degrees
the native flora is diminishing. This even-
ing it was mentioned that National Park
was now more beautiful than when it was
in its natural state. I deny that. As a boy
I spent much of my time at the site of
National Park. The natural bush was
beautiful. The wild flowers grew in pro-
fusion and included everlastings, spider
orchids and other varieties; but most of
them have disappeared. Around Swan View
and Greenmount, in the springtime the
wildflowers were plentiful; but as time goes
on, they will decline in number.

On the Wongan Hills line the native
flora now seen on the sides of the railway
will soon disappear. On the sandpiains
towards Geraldton, the beautiful country-
side, with some of the finest flora one may
wish to see, is being destroyed.

There are other sites in the city which
are suitable for the establishment of an
aquatic centre. It is not my Province to
indicate where these alternative sites lie.
That is the function of the Perth City
Council. I oppose this Bill from the point
of view that King's Park should be
preserved for the people for all time. Once
encroachment is permitted for the est-ab-
lishment of an aquatic centre, it will be
impossible to withstand other approaches
for similar leases. Uf that goes on, before
very long there will only be the man-made
lawns and a few roads around the park.

Much has been said, and published in the
Press, regarding Public opinion on this
question. The member for Claremont
mentioned an unofficial Gallup poll which
he conducted in his electorate. There are
just on 13.000 electors in the Mt. Haw-
thorn district, but I have received only
four letters--two in favour and two
against the pool in the park.

Mr. Hawke: You had better vote in-
formal.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I received a telephone
call from an elector who happens to be an
Englishwoman. She implored me at all
costs to this effect, "Do not let anybody
tamper with the Park. I come from a big
industrial centre in England. One has to

live in those places to realise what an asset
you have in King's Park. Please preserve
it for future generations." As far as lies
within my power that will be done.

I1 shall not deal with the problems of
traffic congestion and the central location
relating to the aquatic centre. Whether
or not it is centrally situated, or whether
or not it is of easy access, does nut sway my
view. I repeat that King's Park is one
place which we should keep sacrosanct. In
1954 Parliament agreed that there should
be no tampering with King's Park, except
through an Act of Parliament. The Bill
was introduced in 1957 and it was de-
feated.

I have no quarrel with the Minister for
Industrial Development nor with the Perth
City Council. The Minister for industrial
Development indicated that the Bill was
entirely a non-Party one, and that it was
presented to Parliament at the wish of
the Perth City Council, which was entitled
to ask some responsible member of this
Parliament to introduce the Bill to give
Parliament another opportunity of deter-
mining the issue.

I believe all members of Parliament will
realise their obligation; and when the vote
is taken it will be a vote of members ex-
pressing, by their franchise, the view they
hold, or the view as indicated by their
electorates--they will vote for or against
the measure. However. I hope this House
will not ag"ree to thle Bill; despite the fore-
cast by the member for East Perth when
he said, among other things, that there
will b3e a 'blanket of darkness." I do not;
know who it was going to be put over-

Mr. Kelly:. There is a blanket in King's
Park now!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Generally, the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn is on good
ground, but he has been very weak tonight.

Mr. Nalder: In the wilderness.
Mr. Bovell: In deep water.
Mr. W, H-EONEY: If the Bill is defeated,

the Perth City Council--on whose shoul-
ders rests the onus to decide-will have to
find some other Place for the aquatic
centre. I am not going into the matter
of Burswood Island versus King's Park.
or South Bentley versus Victoria Park.
That is a matter for the Perth City Coun-
cil. However, strong arguments have been
advanced by prominent men-very profi-
cient men in their respective fields-both
for and against an aquatic centre in
King's Park. Scientists, naturalists, and
engineers have advised against King's Park
and have spoken in favour of Burawood
Island. Others have said that Burswood
Island is not suitable and that King's Park
is.

As far as I am concerned, and despite
the probable ridicule which may be heaped
upon my head, in no circumistances--and
I make no apology for saying it-will I
agree that there should be any encroach-
ment on King's Park.
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MR. FLETCHFER (Fremnantle) [10.341:
I1 wish to oppose the lease of 20 acres of
land in King's Park for the purpose of a
swimming pool. I oppose giving away
something that does not belong to us. I
maintain that King's Park in its entirety
belongs to posterity.

Mr. Brand; What for?

Mr. FLETCHER: We not only represent
our electorates now, but we are caretakers
of the future; and we are caretakers of
King's Park on behalf of the people who
will follow us. I am of the opinion that
the name of this Parliament would not be
very favourably spoken of in the future
if it passed this Bill and agreed to the
amputation of any portion of the park.

Like the previous speaker, I oppose this
Bill if for no other reason than that an
attempt outside Parliament. through the
medium of the Press, has been made to
try to influence members-the representa-
tives of the people of Western Australia.
The newspaper interests have tried to im-
pose their will on members. I was tele-
phoned by a newspaper and asked what
my attitude would be; and I make it
known now that I oppose the proposal.
That is what I told the newspaper.

The member for Mt, Hawthorn men-
tioned that some lady from England
phoned him; and I think she had a good
point when she said that she bad always
lived in built-up areas where the natural
woods, had disappeared. I submit that
people live and die in London without ever
seeing a natural park, the equivalent of
which we have here so close to the city.

Mr. Rowberry; One of the finest natural
parks is near London.

Mr. FLETCHER: Our successors would
not think much of us if we made a de-
cision to amputate a portion of the park.
It is a strange thing that in housing areas
bulldozers have been used to push down
the natural trees, and the residents in
those areas spend a lifetime trying to
row trees and shrubs where previously

there was natural bush. I wonder why?
I think there is an instinctive love of
nature that causes people to like bush,
trees, and shrubs. I pose this question:
What is it that impels people to drive
into the hills? I suggest it is not only
for the view.

Mr. Rowberry: Mushrooms.

Mr. FLETCHER: in case you, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, ask why I am speaking
about people driving to the hills and quote
a Standing Order, I submit that we have
bushland at our elbows which people can
avail themselves of and which we wish to
maintain. I suggest it is an impulse that
causes people to visit the bush in search
of the quietness and serenity to be found
there. Not everybody possesses a car;
and there are old people who cannot drive.
If they pay a fare of 4d. or 6d. for a bus

ride up the hill they are able to spend
their time in the natural bush close to
the city.

If any portion of the park disappears,
we are creating a dangerous precedent
irrespective of what has been said to the
contrary by the member for East Perth.
If we allow this portion to go, it will in-
evitably mean that we will not be able
to prevent more land being leased in the
future. The member for East Perth, with
his ability, put forward a case which could
influence members to sacrifice the pro-
Posed 20 acres. With similar ability on
the part of some other member, Parliament
could be persuaded to give away in the
future, another portion of the park.
Ultimately, if that continues to happen,
people will have to look in books to see
what the natural flora of Western Aus-
tralia looked like, particularly the old
People who cannot get into the hills. We
have an obligation, I submit, to maintain
the park in its existing state.

The implication is that if we do not have
the pool in the park, there will not be one
at all. But, as the member for South Perth
has said, we have three years in which
to find an alternative site. Various places
have been suggested, and I would like to
submit a further one. I believe that an
aquatic Centre would look beautiful in the
ZOO. There are unlimited quantities of
artesian water flawing 24 hours a day
which could be utilised in the pool. This
water is alleged to have therapeutical
qualities beneficial to People suffering
from arthritis and similar complaints; so
that were a pool established there, people
would enjoy good health as a consequence
of bathing in it. Apart from this water,
there are the zoological gardens, and
beautiful trees already in existence.

As an argument against low-lying areas,
it has been said that they are not suitable
front an engineering Point of view. it was
submitted that such a site has to be a
certain height above sea level. I suggest
that the terrain in the zoo is very favour-
able for an aquatic centre. On the eastern
side the ground is high and forms a
natural amphitheatre, which would add to
the beauty and ease in construction of a
swimming pool or aquatic Centre.

Mr. O'Connor:, That is not in the area of"
the City of Perth.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is so; but neither
is the present suggested area.

S9everal members; Yes it is!
Mr. FLETCHER: That Point has been

made in correspondence which I have
received.

Mr. Guthie; It is in the City of Perth.
area.

[The Speaker resumed Uhe Chair)
Mr. FLETCHER: I do not wish to argue

on that point, but-
Mr. Outlie: Otherwise, why is the City

of Perth going to spend so much money?
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The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FLETCHER: The Perth City Coun-
cil has implied that if a pool is not built
in the park, then it is possible that no
pool will be built at all. I am suggesting
an alternative site in regard to which some
financial arrangement could be made be-
tween the Perth City Council and the
South Perth City Council. it is a suitable
site because of its access to transport, its
proximity to the south of the river, and
its proximity to the Narrows Bridge and
to the people from the north, who could
easily cross via that bridge. Close by are
the heavily built-up portions of Canning
Bridge, South Perth, Victoria Park, Carlisle,
and so on.

Mr. Andrew: I mentioned a good site
earlier in the evening.

Mr. FLETCHER: The member for Vic-
toria Park and I are in agreement on that.
and I hope others are also.

Mr. Andrew: I do not agree with you
about the zoo. I suggested a good site
earlier.

Mr. Kelly: Do you want to place the
pool over amongst the monkeys?

Mr. FLETCHER: In reply to the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn I would say
"Yes;" and I would add that, as I have
suggested the zoo. I would like a lot of the
cages emptied to make accommodation for
those who oppose that site.

Mr. Rowberry: Why not put the zoo in
King's Park?

Mr. FLETCHER: When I suggested that
locality. I was thinking of it from the
Point of view of its being an economic suc-
cess. King's Park would not be an economic
success. After all, only a limited number of
people can go into one pool at any one
time. Admittedly, an aquatic centre would
have more than one pool; but the season in
which the pools could be used is very
limited.

I have been asked what the people in
my electorate think of the position. I
have not held a referendum or Gallup
Poll. I have been too busy galloping
around looking after other aspects con-
cerned with the welfare of those in my
electorate. However, those who have
expressed an opinion have been in opposi-
tion to the establishment of an aquatic
centre in King's Park.

Mr. Hawke: What? The whole two of
them?

Mr. FLETCHER: The only support I
have heard for it has been in this House.

Mr. Craig: You don't knock around much
then.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would suggest that
my interest in this matter does not only
cxtend to the boundaries of my electorate.
I believe I Rill speaking on behalf of the
best interests of the people of Western

Australia-and particularly the metropoli-
tan area--when taking this attitude. We
might be a sport-loving people; but it does
not necessarily follow that we should let
our desire for sport override our economies.
I do not believe that if we do not have a
pool in the park we will have lost the
Empire Games. Nor do I believe we are
letting down any of those who gave an
undertaking that we would provide facili-
ties here in Western Australia for the
swimming section of those games. As I
have said, we have three years in which
to find an alternative site.

Great play has been made on what Sir
John Forrest said in 1895 in relation to the
purpose of the park. I feel that we
are entitled to put our own interpreta-
tion on what exactly constitutes recreation
and what constitutes amusement. People
get amusement and entertainment simply
by sitting in a locality and enjoying the
surroundings.

Mr. Rowberry: Or by sitting here!
Mr. FLETCHER: Some said that school

swimming classes would suffer as a result
of it. That also depends on the locality
of the pool. As I have attempted to de-
monstrate, far' greater patronage would
be given to a pool south of the river,
because of its accessibility. I would sug-
gest to members that they think with
their heads rather than with their blood
pressure.

I have witnessed here tonight quite a
lot of heat from earlier speakers on the
subject. I am also concerned with the
fact that In 19,57 a decision was made;
and the vote then was in Opposition to
the pool- We are the elected representa-
tives of the people, and the decision of the
Rouse on that occasion was "No",; yet
here we have this measure before us. I am
new to the procedure of this Chamber;
but, this House once having said "No"
on this question, how is it that we have
this Bill back here, again sponsored by
the Perth City Council? It seems to me
that the Perth City Council, which is
elected on a very limited franchise, and
not by the entire population of the State
as members of this Chamber are, is at-
tempting to impose its will on the repre-
sentatives of the entire population of the
State.

I do not think that is democratic. In
effect, the City Council is-with the aid of
the Press-telling this House what it
should do. In other words, the tail is
attempting to wag the dog. The member
for East Perth suggested that a consular
friend of his walked 1,400 miles through
the park and passed only two people in the
process. The number of people he passed
is immaterial; but the thought struck me
that, after walking that distance in a
period of 12 months, he must have had
little time to look after his consular duties.
As a new member here I feel that it be-
hoves me to express my opinion on this
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question, despite the fact that I believe
this House would be spending its time to
better advantage by discussing something
-of more vital importance to the State. I
o)ppose the Bill.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) 110.53):
Much has been said during this debate
about finding out how one's electors are
disposed towards the proposition that an
aquatic centre should be established in
King's Park. I claim to have a mandate on
this question. Immediately before I was
-elected, at the by-election, one of the
planks in my platform, as well as "Vote for
Joe the man you know," was that I gave a
pledge to give my weight and support to
all movements for the provision of good
and healthy sport. I promised to support
all movements which would provide for
sporting facilities for the community.

Mr. May: That was not in your policy
speech.

Mr. ROWBERRY: It was. As a matter
-of fact, I was reminded of it a few days ago
in Manjimup-I was reminded of the fact
that I was the only member of Parliament
who included that in his platform. Immed-
iately before the general election earlier
this year, each of us received a question in
the form of a reply paid telegram from The
Weekend Mail. The question was, "Are you
in favour of a pool in the park?" I answered
unequivocally, "Yes"; so I claim to be able
to represent, the wishes of my electors in
this regard; and no-one in my electorate
has questioned me on that decision. All
those with whom I have discussed this
matter in the last few weeks have said,
"Surely to goodness there is no-one against
the proposal!"; and I have answered,
"You'd be surprised." They have then
asked, "Who are they?"; and I have
answered, "I cannot tell you, but if you
read the Press you will find out for your-
self." The reaction then has been, "They
want to get their heads read." That has
been the reaction of the man in the
street.

I also had a communication from the
executive of the Timber Workers' Union,
of which I was tor years the general vice-
president, telling me that they expected
me to support the proposition for an
aquatic centre in King's Park. It may be
said that we, representing country elec-
torates, have no right to interfere in a
question such as this; but I think it is our
duty to give a clear and decisive answer on
any question brought before us for decision.

The question we are now asked to decide
is simply whether we are in favour of the
excision of 20 acres of a class A reserve,
so that certain work can be done upon it.
That is all this Parliament is asked to
decide. The land is not to be alienated
altogether, because the Bill provides that it
is to be leased for 99 years at a peppercorn
rental. The land will, therefore, still
remain the property of the Crown and

under the jurisdiction of the King's Park
Board. posterity will not be losing the
park, and anyone who suggests the con-
trary is simply appealing to the feelings to
which panic can give rise.

It has been well said that without
vision the people perish; and I ask you, Mr.
Speaker, to cast your mind back to this
morning, when some of us had the oppor-
tunity of being shown over the Narrows
Bridge, and to the time before that work
was started. A number of people -were
opposed to interfering with the river at
all; and they said we would be spoiling
Perth Water. There were many who said
that by building the bridge we would be
interfering with the rights of the people
to have access to Perth Water.

Having gone over the Narrows Bridge
this morning, and having seen what the
artist, architect, and the engineer,
coupled with the work and efficiency of
Australian workmen, have produced, and
the thing of beauty which it is, and
realising how it fits in with its surround-
ings, one can well afford to compare it
with what the position was before man
took a hand in the beautification of the
river. We should compare that area now
with what it was before, and think what
we could do in the matter of an aquatic
centre in King's Park.

I am very much concerned at the state-
ment of the Director of Education, that
only 50 per cent, of the children in the
city area avail themselves of swimming
lessons. it has been said that that is due
to the prejudice of the parents who do
not want their children to swim in the
river; and that prejudice is based on a
sound premise. To anyone who has studied
health engineering and sanitation, it is
common knowledge that no river in the
wor-ld which flows through dense masses of
Population and has large towns on its banks
can be anything more or less than a
gigantic sewer.

Nothing can be done to stop it. Chemical
and pathological poisons are poured into
the river, and people who refuse to let
their children swim In the river have their
children's interests at heart. it has been
said, "Why can't they swim in the sea?"
We know what happened at City Beach
and how the effluent mysteriously dis-
appeared about one week after the 25th
March; but even so, people are concerned
about these matters; and when things like
that happen, they will not allow their
children to swim in that water.

I am very much in love with the idea
of an aquatic centre. Not only would there
be an Olympic pool but there would also
be a diving pool and a common pool where
the learners could swim, and a pool for the
toddlers. That is most important to
posterity; and if we wish to make a
worth-while gift to posterity, looking after
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the children's health is the best that can
be made. That is one of the principal
reasons why I support this measure.

Much has been said about this legisla-
tion taking something away from the
people. What people? Although I live in
the country I claim to know King's Park
more intimately than nine out of ten, or
ninety-nine out of a hundred people who
live in Perth. I have walked through
King's Park from end to end, and the con-
dition of the park is very much different
from what it was years ago. As a matter
of fact, I should like to draw a comparison
between its present condition and the
position 27 years ago last Monday. I can
remember the date well because it was
the anniversary of my wedding. I did
most of my courting in that portion of
King's Park which will be set aside for the
aquatic centre if this Bill becomes law.
My wife's name is not Flora, but she is
indigenous to Western Australia! I think
I can speak with authority on the state
of the parkland now and as it used to be
years ago.

A member: You were too busy to look
at it then.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Lads and their lassies
pay attention to other things, even while
they are courting; and in my case I
used to pay attention to the beauty of the
park. I would point out to the member
for Mt. Hawthorn that the present con-
dition of the park is not to be compared
with its condition years ago. All the
original timber-the blackbutt, tuart, and
jarrah-has been cut down; and if one
cares to walk through that part of the
park one will see all the places where the
timber used to be. It may be news to a
lot of Perth people that the present con-
dition of the park is vastly different from
its condition years ago.

Mr. Jamieson: Did any blackbutt ever
grow there?

Mr. ROWBERRY: According to the
member for South Perth even the building
of the few roads through the park is an
act of sheer vandalism because they Inter-
f eve with nature. But I remind members
that that part of the park which has been
beautified is the only part where the
majority of people go. I have been
through the park many times recently,
and I can bear out what the member for
Moore said. One can walk through the
park from end to end and not meet an-
other soul. I have walked through there
several mornings on my way to the House,
and I have never met anyone.

The portion of the Park which will be
excised for the building of an aquatic
centre at present is a blackened mass of de-
generate scrub; it cannot be described as
anything else. Not by any stretch of the
imagination could that portion of the park
near King's Park Road and Thomas Street

be described as indigenous bushland-
shame on the very thought! I invite mem-
bers to take a walk along Thomas Street
and look at Rosalie Park on one side and
then look at the blackened mass of de-
generate scrub on the other, and compare
the two. On one side we have Rosalie
Park, where there are beautiful playing
grounds for all kinds of sports; and on
the other there is what Nature is supposed
to have provided. The difference between
the two is obvious.

I have had the privilege of witnessing
school sports held at Rosalie Park, and I
have seen the children enjoying them-
selves. With areas such as that they have
an opportunity to grow up into healthy
specimens of manhood and womanhood.
That is the best contribution we can make
to posterity.

There has been a good deal of talk about
this Bill allowing 20 acres of a Class A re-
serve to be excised. Every year Class A
reserves are being excised. Last year a
Hill went through Parliament; and under
it, several Class A reserves in different
parts of the State were excised. There
was no outcry about it; no objection was
taken. As a matter of fact, I do not think
that half the members in this House knew
what was going on when the Bill went
through.

Mr. Hovell: You speak for yourself.
Mr. ROWBERRY: I said, "half of them."

The Minister would not be in that half.
The Present Minister was not the Minister
for Lands last year; and although he might
know all about it now, he might not have
done so last year.

Mr. Boyd!l: Not much he didn't!
Mr. ROWBERRY: I believe that a lot

of emotion, and panic, and erroneous
thought have been indulged in in this
matter.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is a matter of
opinion.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I particularly object
to some of the letters that have been sent
to us. One of them states that because
Parliament made a decision in 1957 we
should now bow to that decision; if we
do not, we are called unsporting. My idea
of sporting is that one does not bow to
the inevitable at any time; it is unmanly.
unsporting, un-Australian, and un-British,
to lie down and give the game away, even
though one knows one is going to be de-
feated. The history of Britain, of Aus-
tralia, and even of the world, shows that
some of the greatest achievements were
brought about because some folk were
not afraid to stand up to defend the rights
of the people even though they were in
the minority.

I hope the members of this Chamber
will give serious thought to the matter
which Is now before them. I hope they
will cheer on and commend the Lord

2210



[Thursday, 15 October, 1959.] 2211

Mayor and his councillors f or their great
vision and imagination. I can visualise the
wonderful aspect that will be created by
this Proposed aquatic centre. There will
be spacious lawns and shade provided by
large trees where mothers can take their
children, free from any fear or anxiety
about the children being in danger. It will
be a place where a greater number of pri-
mary schoolchildren than 50 per cent.
will be able to present themselves for
swimming lessons.

I believe that swimming is one of the
most hardy and beneficial sports of any
that are indulged in. It is a sport that re-
quires a greater degree of Physical strength
and endurance than any other sport. If
we could Provide this centre as an outlet
for the excess energy displayed by our
Youth of both sexes, it would go a long
way towards solving the problem of
juvenile delinquency.

On the question of the site being suit-
able. from a traffic engineering point of
view, I am quite willing to leave that prob-
lem to the experts. However, as far as
traffic engineering problems are concerned,
I can think of no better Place than the
site selected for this centre. We have
many outlets from this site to the main
streets which run Past the proposed
aquatic centre. There will be provision
for a parking area which will accom-
modate up to 500 vehicles. One of the
amazing features of the plan is that there
is to be a strip of parkland left in its
Present state between the aquatic centre
and the road.

How many People walk along the bush
Paths to explore the bush in King's Park?
There are very few who travel through
the park on foot. Most people visit the
park in their vehicles. How much of the
park can be seen from a motorcar? If
we had a strip of bush two chains wide
on either side of the road, no person sit-
ting in a motor vehicle would know
whether that bush extended for a further
10 chains or 10 miles.

I support this Hill from conviction. I
am convinced by the arguments that have
been sent to mue on paper and the argu-
ments that have been Put forward in
this House. Most of them have been based
on fear, Panic, and imagination wrongly
based. I am convinced that-contrary to
the opinion expressed by the member for
Fremantle-if we give this right to the
Perth City Council, we will go down in
history as a Parliament that made the
right decision.

MRt. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [11.151: As the person, for the
time being, charged with the responsibility
of ministerial direction of King's Park,
I feel it is incumbent upon me to contri-
bute to this debate, and I intend to do so
very briefly. Shortly after I assumed the
office of Minister for Lands. I was

requested by those expounding the argu-
ment in favour of the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King's Park to receive
a deputation. I was also requested to
receive a deputation from those opposed
to it.

Those who requested the deputation, and
who subsequently waited upon me, knew
what attitude I had adopted to the Bill
that was introduced in 1957. However,
I considered that, in view of my ministerial
responsibilities. I should give both sides a
fair hearing, and I endeavoured to do this.
I received the two deputations, but on the
condition that the numbers of each deputa-
tion would be restricted to 10 members
because I felt that 10 representatives from
each group could adequately present to me
the case for and the case against the
establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park.

Mr. J. Hegney: Did you hear all of
them?

Mr. BOVELL: I did. The exponents both
for and against the proposal submitted
convincing arguments supporting their
points of view. I informed both parties
that I would consider their proposals and
that I would not, in any way, prevent legis-
lation from being submitted to Parlia-
ment once again for consideration. I
believe that, in view of the fact that the
Standing Orders of this Parliament enable
similar legislation to be presented to the
H-ouse each session, it is only right and
proper that nothing should be placed in
the way of legislation being presented to
Parliament according to our Standing
Orders.

I informed the members of both depu-
tations that no doubt they were aware
of my attitude towards the Bill that was
introduced in 1957. I also said that, as
Minister for Lands for the time being, I
would not introduce the Bill; but if it
required a message from His Excellency
the Governor and it involved the pay-
ment of moneys by the Crown. I would
endeavour to present the case to Cabinet
in order that some Minister, perhaps.
would be prepared to introduce the Hill.
However, it was unnecessary for a mes-
age to be obtained from His Excellency
the Governor and it was therefore not
incumbent upon any Cabinet Minister to
introduce this legislation.

I further promised the members of both
deputations that the transcript of the
arguments submitted by them would be
placed before each and every member of
Cabinet in order that he might be
acquainted with the arguments put
forward in support of their submis-
sions. I further said that in view of my
ministerial responsibility, I would not take
any side before the case was submitted
to Parliament. The debate on the Bill
has proceeded for a number of hours, and
I feel I should now make my Position clear
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in regard to how I shall vote on the meas-
ure. I do not intend to cast a silent vote.

Firstly, I want to make it quite clear
that I do not Oppose the establishment of
an aquatic Centre in the metropolitan
area. I believe that one is necessary. I
believe, too, that the submissions in favour
of the establishment of an aquatic Centre
have shown quite clearly that an aquatic
Centre in Perth is necessary; but those
submissions have not convinced me that
King's Park is the place for its establish-
ment.

The Deputy Director of Education (Mr.
Dettman) did not, at any time-and ad-
mittedly he was one of those members of
the deputation that wvas supporting the
establishment of an aquatic centre-state
that because only 50 per cent. of the
school children were receiving swimming
instruction, King's Park was the only place
for the establishment of an aquatic
Centre. His submissions were that an
aquatic Centre and its establishment was
necessary; but I cannot remember any
reference to the fact that King's Park was
vital to the needs of the children in this
regard.

The whole position, as I see it. is that
if I support a lease for 99 years for 20
acres of this park for the purpose of
establishing an aquatic Centre which will
provide one type of sport, it will be incum-
bent on me-and it will be my responsibility
while I am in this Parliament-to vote for
any request from any sporting organisa-
tion for a piece of King's Park to estpb-
lish a Centre for the part4cular sport that
might be represented.

That is the basis of my thinking in this
matter. I feel that King's Park could be
whittled away. I feel that the responsi-
bility for King's Park-the responsibility
for all of it-is lodged with the King's Park
Board, which is responsible to the Minister
and the Government of the day. it was
quite right for the then member for North
Perth to introduce a Bill into this Chaem-
ber in an earlier Parliament to prevent any
excision of King's Park except with the
consent of the Parliament of Western
Australia.

I do not know what the result of the
division on this Bill wvill be: but if this
measure is defeated I hope that the Perth
City Council will proceed with the estab-
lishment of an aquatic Centre, and that it
will meet with the success it deserves for
the initiative it has taken in inducing the
authorities to Present the Empire Games in
Perth in 1962.

Mr-. Graham: All platitudes.

Mr. BOVELL: Earlier in the debate the
member for East Perth quoted the statute
of 1895. The whole of that statute vests
the entire area of King's Park in the
board. This 20 acres, If it is leased, will
not be vested in the board.

Mr. Graham: Yes it will.

Mr. NOVELL: it will be vested far 99
years In the Perth City Council. It will
be taken away from the board by direct
control.

Mr. Graham: Completely wrong.
Mr. BOVELL: The board may have some

jurisdiction over it: but, in effect, it will
become the property for 99 years of the
Perth City Council.

Mr. Graham: You have leased the tea-
rooms for 21 years for commercial gain.

Mr. BOVELL: No. I have not.
Mr. Hawke: What have you done with

them?)
Mr. HOVELL: I did not lease the tea-

rooms.
MVr. Graham: You have not taken any

action to revoke the lease.
Mr. BOVELL: It was the Government

of which the member for East Perth was
a member which took this action. How-
ever, that is a different matter altogether.
I repeat that if I vote for this measure
it will be incumbent on me to vote for any
measure introduced to this Parliament for
any organisation to receive a piece of
King's Park. It is for that reason, and that
reason alone, that I intend to record my
vote against this measure.

MR. BURT (Murchison) (11.25]: 1
realise this debate has been going on for
a long time and, therefore, I propose to
omit quite a lot of what I intended to
say as to the reasons why we should have
an aquatic Centre in the metropolitan area.
I will try to avoid repetition and deal only
with some of the objections recorded to-
night. I think we will all agree that the
main reason for the antipathy towards this
Bill is the desecration that will be caused
to a very small section of the native ftora
of King's Park; I think it is approximately
2 Per cent.

I do not consider that any right-thinking
person likes to see natural vegetation de-
stroyed. I certainly do not. I love the
trees and scenery that we see in King's
Park; but I am not narrow-minded enough
to think that we could refrain from allow-
ing a mere 2 per cent. to be given over
to wvhat we are given to understand will
be a thing of architectural beauty. Some-
one early in the debate tonight referred
to vandalism. I would only say that that
is so much poppycock; because vandalism
can be applied to the timber industry, to
the clearing of land, and to any other
project. This very worth-while project will
be an aquatic Centre, set in the most
beautiful surroundings.

A very worthy section of the public has
for many years been up in arms about
this so-called desecration. Some of the
representatives of the old families of this
State have had much to say on this mat-
ter. I think some of my forbears had
quite a bit to do with the reservation of
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King's Park. I am quite certain, however,
were they alive today-and were Lard
Forrest also alive-they would not be
actuated by such narrow-minded motives
as some citizens try to apply to them.

The beauty of King's Park is unques-
tioned; and anyone who visited the
Narrows Bridge this morning could not
help but admire the wonderful sight King's
Park presented from that bridge. It will
always be a thing of beauty. Anyone who
raises an objection to such a worthy cause
as the granting of a small portion of land
for a project of this nature is adopting a
dog-In-the-manger attitude.

Another line of thought seems to be
"give them an inch and they will take a
mile." That is a reflection, on -us as
members of Parliament. Alter the legis-
lation that was passed in 1954, it is for
us to adjudicate and decide whether any
more of King's Park shall be given over
to any project whatsoever. I cannot
agree with those who have suggested that
because the sport of swimming is to be
favoured, we must therefore give so much
of King's Park to the hockey association,
and so much to the cricket association;
because those sports, and others, are well
catered for throughout the metropolitan
area. For some unknown reason, however,
the sport of swimming has never been
given much in the way of amenity since it
was first established in this State.

If we desire to hold a swimming carnival
we go to the Claremont Baths or the
Crawley Baths, as we did 30 years ago
when I was swimming. That is a reflec-
tion on all of us. But it will be over-
come because Olympic pools will be estab-
lished in the metropolitan area whether
we get an aquatic centre or not.

I want to impress on members that the
public do require an aquatic Centre. At
some stage of every day we unconsciously
conduct a sort of Gallup poll. Wherever
we move, the topic of the park
comes up. I can honestly say that those
in favour of the proposal outweigh those
against it, in the circles in which I move,
by about five to one.

I disagree with the member for South
Perth who says that not everything the
public want is quite right. He referred to
the salaries of Federal members of Parlia-
ment. From what I know, in every case
for an increase in salaries, there is
only one party that ever wants the in-
crease: that is the party receiving the
increase. If it were possible to hold a
referendum on whether or not an aquatic
centre shoud be built in King's Park,' there
would be a very great majority in favour.
I realise that unfortunately such a refer-
endum cannot be held, because it is too
costly.

I point out to members that a glorious
opportunity is being given us under this
Bill to push Western Australia forward in

the eyes of the world. It was a marvellous
feat on the part of the Lard Mayor to
obtain for this State the Empire Games,
and thus bring us to the forefront of the
world of sport. What a wonderful thing
it would be if we could have the ideal site
in King's Park for the aquatic Centre
with its glorious surroundings. It would
help us to get rid of the impression in
the eyes of our Eastern States neighbours
that we in this State are characterised
as smug and small-minded.

If we once again reject this Bill, we will
become the laughing stock of the rest of
Australia and of the world travellers who
may visit this State. If members can only
dissociate themselves from their parochial
leanings and realise that by passing this
Bill they will be giving a heritage for many
generations to come to the people of this
State-a heritage of which all Western
Australians will be proud, and which will
lift us very much in the eyes of the rest
of the world-they will support the
measure.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [11.33]: We
have heard some rather strange arguments
advanced against this Bill. For instance,
the Minister for Lands told us that he
would be compelled, if he voted in favour
of this Bill, on each and every occasion
in the future to vote for any similar meas-
ure which anybody might desire to pro-
mote for the establishment and carrying
on of other sporting activities in King's
Park. Surely there is no logic in that
approach; unfortunately it shows a great
deal of weakness in regard to mental
strength.

Other speakers have said they would
be prepared to trust themselves as mem-
bers of Parliament to make a decision,
but they would not be prepared to trust
the parliamentarians of the future. What
sort of attitude is that? It is tantamount
to saying, "We are to be trusted to do the
right thing in regard to this or any other
proposition, but the next Parliament and
the Parliaments after that are not to be
trusted."

Another argument put forward was that
this Bill should not be before Parliament
at all; that the decision made on this issue
by Parliament in 1957 should be final.
That is a weak and miserable kind of
argument to bring forward, and I am sur-
prised indeed that it should come from a
source which is usually not only progres-
sive, but in some respects even radical.

Surely the great lesson which history
teaches us in regard to new proposals, new
Policies, and new departures is that very
seldom are they accepted by Parliament or
the people at the first introduction. if
the laws which are already on our statute
book and which are progressive in charac-
ter were to be examined in relation to the
attempts which had to be made before
they were finally accepted by Parliament,
it would be found that not two attempts
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but, in some cases, 10 or 20 attempts had
to be made before Parliament agreed to
Pass those Progressive measures.

Obviously Parliament is obliged and
should be available-at any time, even
session after session for years on end, if
necessary-to receive, to debate, and to
decide any Particular Proposition. That is
one of the main duties of members of
Parliament.

One speaker told us that the proposal
in this Bill borders on vandalism, and that
all those members who supported the Bill
were Promoting a type of vandalism. He
talked about the beauties of Sing's Park-
the trees, the bush, the wildflowers, and
so on. If I am correct, this very same
Person himself holds hundreds, if not
thousands, of birds in captivity, not for
the good of the birds, but for the purpose
of making money out of trading in them.
Well, in the opinion of some people, the
holding of birds in captivity is a type of
vandalism, and a very cruel type. So it
is strange that a person who indulges in
that type of activity, should at the same
time condemn the supporters of this HJi
as being persons who would allow van-
dalismn to be permitted in King's Park.

He went on to say that the passing of
this Bill would lead to the use of the axe
and the bulldozer in the area of King's
Park, with which this Hill deals. That is
true, but it is only half the story. .5o
let us have the other half, in order that
the whole story will be in front of us. The
Perth City Council proposes, after the
bulldozer and the axe have dealt with the
comparatively small area of the parklands,
to expend the best part of £250,000 to
beautify the area in question.

Those of us who have had an opportun-
ity of seeing the Plans would agree that
the completed aquatic centre would
beautify this particular part of the park
far and beyond the beauty that exists there
at the present time. Therefore, this Bill
in its final result proposes no vandalism
at all, but a great deal of beautification.
If the total area of King's Park with its
shrubs, its bushes, its wildflowers, and its
what-have-you's was only 100 acres, I
would agree 100 per cent. with those who
oppose this Bill. However, as we well
know, the total area of King's Park ex-
ceeds 1,000 acres.

In the balance of the area, apart from
this small area, wvhich is required for the
aquatic centre, there would still remain
many thousands of trees, many hundreds
of shrubs and bushes, and thousands of
wildflowers, and all the rest of it. So
clearly, King's Park as such would-to the
extent of, say, more than 90 per cent-re-
main what it is today; and the balance-
whatever the exact percentage might be
-would be greatly beautified in the way I
have mentioned.

I have a great admiration for trees, and
bushes, and wildflowers, and shrubs, and
even birds; but I have a far greater ad-
miration and a far greater concern for
human beings-for people. This aquatic
centre is being established to provide re-
creation in good surroundings and to
train large numbers of children and others
in the art of swimming. I think every-
body would agree that when a person is
trained to swim, he or she becomes a
potential life-saver. So we cannot measure
the value of this proposal in relation to
the tremendous benefits and advantages
which it will confer through the years of
the future on great numbers of people.

I said when this Bill was before the
H-ouse two years ago that I was 100 per
cent. in favour of greatly improving'a11
the fringes of King's Park, and I am still
strongly in favour of that being done. It
has been said, and I think everybody
will agree, that the portions of King's
Park which are visited by the great
majority of people who go there are the
made portions-the portions where lawns
have been established; the portions where
children's playgrounds have been estab-
lished; and so on.

Therefore, If we want to attract more
people into King's Park-snd I should
think we would-then clearly and logi-
cally the way to do it is greatly to im-
prove more sections of the park; and the
fringes are the portions which, in my
view, could be improved. I am certain
from my observations and experience that
the improvement of the fringes-I am not
suggesting the improvements should go
any great distance into the park-would
lead to great numbers of additional people
going regularly to the park.

After all is said and done. the average
person-anid it applies to man, woman,
and child-does not go to a place where
there is only bush. They might go occa-
sionally; but the great majority of people
would go to Places in the park which
were reasonably improved: where there
were more lawns; more children's play-
grounds: and so on. If the fringes of the
park can be so made, undoubtedly a very
substantial area-the great majority of
the park-would still remain as bushland
and provide ample space and opportunity
to those who wished to enjoy it for the
Purpose of wvorshipping nature,

So I say the proposal contained in this
Bill does not in any way involve desecra-
tion of King's Park; does not in any way
permit any semblance of vandalism; but.
on the contrary, alms at firstly the very
great beautification of the area in question;
and, secondly, the provision of facilities
there which will give great benefit and
great advantage to increasing numbers of
people from year to year in the Perth
metropolitan area.
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I know a bit about this Particular Part
of the Park because regularly I have a
game of tennis at King's Park. This
area which it is proposed to lease to the
Perth City Council for the purpose of
constructing an aquatic centre is nearby,
and the only people one ever sees in the
area are wandering around the tracks or
roads, around the King's Park tennis
courts and the bowling green; or else the
lads from Hale School are playing on the
cleared oval which is adjacent to the ten-
nis courts and within King's Park.

So it is not only exatggerating beyond
all reasonable limits, but it is indeed non-
sense to say that the taking of this very
small area of the total area of King's
Park for the purpose proposed would deny
people the opportunity of enjoying the
beauties of King's Park or of worshipping
nature in King's Park-or would do that
in the years to come. So from my point
of view this proposal has everything in
its favour and nothing against it.

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [11.50]: This
is the first occasion when I have been in
complete and entire agreement with the
member for East Perth. We cannot even
agree on the subject of football; but to-
night I do agree with everything he said-
not only his viewpoint but the reasons he
gave.

I have the privilege with two other
members of representing King's Park in
this Chamber; and also I can clajm that
I have probably had a longer association
with King's Park than has any other mem-
ber in this House. My experience goes
back for 44 years when I started off as a
very small boy and walked across the park
to and from school. For many years after
that I trained for athletics in King's Park,
and I walked the entire length and breadth
of it many times. For 26 years I have
been a member of the King's Park Tennis
Club, including a long term of office as
an executive.

I think I can safely say there is no part
of King's Park that I have not visited;
and I can safely say that the number of
people to be seen in the various parts of
the park looking at the flora and fauna
is very small, compared with the number
of people who make use of the man-made
sporting facilities provided for many years
ago-almnost from the inception of the
park.

I did think that the member for East
Perth was slightly incorrect when he said
that Lord Forrest was the father of King's
Park. In actual fact the records show
that on the 6th August, 1871, Governor
Weld approved of 432 acres as the first
portion of King's Park to the dedicated;
and he approved of it for the purpose of
recreation and park lands-in that order.
In 1890 Lord Forrest built it up to 990
acres, and another five have since been
added through a bit of backing and filling.

(92]

It was in 1895 that the Forrest Admini-
stration passed the Parks and Reserves
Act to which the member for East Perth
referred. It may be said that up to the
year 1890 maybe Governor Weld and
Lord Forrest did not quite understand
what they were doing when they dedicated
this park for the purpose of recreation.
However, I do suggest that in 1895, when
the Act was passed and they did not alter
the dedication, they knew very well exactly
what dedicating this park for recreation
meant.

I say that because by 1895, this very
subject had been fought out in Sydney.
Back in 1868 the Sydney Common was set
aside as a common for recreation; and in
1871, 1 think it was, the powers that be
saw fit td lease 25 acres of the Sydney
Common to the Royal Agricultural Society
of New South Wales and permitted the
society to enclose the land and collect
revenue from it by charging admission.
In 1893. or thereabouts, the Sydney City
Council saw fit to question the legality of
that on the grounds that it was not a
proper use of the common: and in 1894
that litigation finished up in the Privy
Council.

It was laid down as the leading judge-
ment on this subject that the use and
leasing of public reserves for the purpose
of recreation; and for the purposes of
sport; and for Royal Agricultural grounds;
and for the charging of fees was a proper
use of a public reserve for this purpose;
and Lord Forrest would well be aware of it,
because, in the self-same year he was the
defendant in a case before the Privy
Council when a somewhat similar point
was raised on the grant given by the
Western Australian Government for the
Great Southern railway.

Therefore. I suggest that, in 1895, when
the Parliament of this State, at the behest
of Lord Forrest, passed the Parks and
Reserves Act and passed over-as it did-
all the reserves that had been gazetted in
accordance with their dedication, it well
knew what it was doing.

The member for East Perth read a
number of noteworthy extracts from
that Act; but he did not read one which
I thought was even more noteworthy. It
is section 5 (1) (f) in which Parliament
gave power to the board to "grant licenses
for the removal of any sand, gravel, or
other earth or minerals, and for cutting
and removing wood under such restric-
tions, and at such reasonable price, or
such weekly, monthly, or even yearly sum
as the Board may think fit." We realise
then that the board was given power to
cut down trees.

Mr. Rowberry: And sell wood.
Mr. GUTHRIE: Precisely. Therefore,

I would suggest that even on those grounds
there was no doubt in the minds of the
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People who vested this park what it was
intended to be used for. In further evid-
ence of this I will remind members that
a grant was given to the Mount Tennis
Club, in 1898, as it was called then; and
at the same time to Hale School and the
King's Park Howling Club, When Lord
Forrest was himself chairman of the King's
Park Board and Premier of the State. He
held a dual position.

That was the position at the turn of the
century. Sixty years have gone by; and at
no stage has any move been started or has
anyone seen fit to bring before Parliament
the suggestion that King's Park should be
reserved for all time as a reserve for flora
and fauna-a thing for which it has never
been dedicated.

It is somewhat interesting to note that
one of the places of great interest in King's
Park to which most visitors go, apart
from that beautiful area to which the
member for East Perth referred, is the
King's Park Tennis Club itself; and visitors
have expressed warm appreciation and
been most complimentary in their remarks
about the perfect setting for a tennis club.
Surely the same situation would apply if
we set in that selfsame area the aquatic
centre.

The greatest compliment that was ever
Paid to the King's Park Tennis Club was
paid by a man who I suppose could be
called the greatest ambassador for sport
the world has ever known. He did not say
it in Perth. Members may recall that in
1928 the first major international tennis
match was played in Perth. It was France
versus Australia, and was played by the
French Davis Cup team which was then the
leading world team, and France was the
leading tennis nation. On the return of
the team to Paris, the French Lawn Tennis
Association saw fit to give a complimen-
tary dinner to it; and in responding to
the toast to the team, the captain, Mr.
Jean Borotra said-

We travelled the world and saw a lot
of tennis grounds and settings. We
had to cross Australia across a long
transcontinental railway line through
desert, and had to go to a city 6n the
banks of a beautiful river we did not
know existed. We there saw the finest
tennis club in the world in the finest
and most beautiful surroundings.

We can imagine that that was not said
for the benefit of Western Australia. That
was an unsought compliment by a man
who saw some of the finest sporting
facilities in the world.

Therefore, I suggest to this House that
we will be improving the beauties of that
area of King's Park if we establish another
beautiful thing there in the form of an
aquatic centre, and we will not be infring-
ing what the fathers of the park intended.
We should be-in fact we will be-carrying
on just what they themselves set out to do.

It has been said in this House tonight
that if we agree to this lease we are bound
to agree to every other lease. Frankly, I
cannot accept that. We will agree to this
lease because of the exceptional case;
because of the association of this pool with
similar activities in the area: because of
the facilities that are necessary for this
Pool; and because of its closeness to Perth.
That would niot apply to hockey, gall, or
any other sport. This is one of the excep-
tional cases, just as was the claim of the
King's Park Tennis Club in 1898.

At that time the Planners of West
Perth forgot to allow any grounds
for sport, and in those days people
travelled per foot. As the member
for Warren said, they walked on their feet
or travelled in carts and buggies. The
existence of sporting facilities in more dis-
tant suburbs was of no use to them: and
the King's Park Board of that day and the
Premier of that day saw fit, in those cir-
cumstances, to give to the bowling club
and the tennis club the right to a piece
of ground in King's Park. Members well
know that the Hale School ground was
obtained by exchange for the observatory
site, which at that time belonged to Hale
School.

This Bill is not the thin end of the
wedge; and members who vote in favour
of it will not flnd themselves obliged to
vote for any other measure brought down
for a similar purpose. The fate of any such
measure in future would be decided on
its merits. A detailed case has been put
by the Perth City Council; but we have
heard precisely nothing in opposition to
it, except allegations that the aquatic
centre would spoil the park. We cannot
spoil the park by giving 20 acres of it to
the City Council on a 99 years' lease for
the purpose of establishing an aquatic
centre.

I accept the statement that 80 per cent.
of the people of Western Australia are
behind the Bill; and who are we, as their
elected representatives, to substitute our
views for theirs and deny them, in a demo-
cratic country, the right to have their views
implemented here? I have pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did they express that
view?

Mr. GUTHRIE: It has been expressed
in many ways--by Gallup polls, and so on.
During the course of the election campaign,
I made it perfectly clear where I stood
in regard to this legislation; and no-one
criticised my attitude towards King's Park.
I accept the view of the people.

Mr. Jamieson: What about the view of
your predecessor?

Mr. GTHrRIE: In the course of his
election campaign he made no reference
as to where he stood in this matter. The
then member for North Perth did not do
any good; and the member for Cottesle
had a close shave also. I have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.
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MR. O'CONNOR (North Perth) [12.3
a-m.1: As a new member who has not
previously had the chance of doing so,
I welcome this opportunity of making my
contribution to the debate. The problem
of a pool in King's Park first came to my
notice Prior to the last election. At that
time1 when making a canvass of my elec-
torate. I called at some 4,500 homes. The
question of the pool in the park was then
a controversial one, and naturally some
people commented on it: but out of the
4,500 homes at which I called only five
people mentioned the pool in the park.

At that time I took the opportunity of
going through the park, and later I took
a trip over it by plane, In order to see how
it appeared. I was surprised at the bad
appearance, from the air, of many sections
of King's Park. I agree with previous
speakers who have said that the better
portions of the park and those most visited
by the people of the State are the parts
that have been built up, around the road-
ways and near the war memorial, where
people can look out over the rest of Perth.

I think that if the aquatic centre were
placed in the park it would attract a lot
of people-both tourists and local resi-
dents-to the park. While there are many
people who have good reason, I believe, for
objecting to this proposal regarding the
aquatic centre, I think there are also a
number of conscientious objectors. I be-
lieve that if someone offered to irrigate
the Nullarbor Plain, some people would
object because the plain would not be left
in its natural state. I know that one
member of this House recently received a
letter from a person complaining because
the park was being used to fatten cattle for
the police force-probably a reference to
Ferdinand.

Our job is to decide whether or not the
pool is to be built in the Park; and I think
we have to decide that question in the
interests of the majority of the people of
this State at present, and in the interests
of future generations. I believe that the
majority of the people want the Pool in
the park, and therefore I support the Bill.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[12.5 a.mJl: Everyone knows where I stand
in regard to this question, just as they
knew where the Leader of the Opposition
stood. I support the Bill for the reasons
which I[ have outlined so often; and it
seems to me that the argument that this
legislation should not have been brought
here a second time is unfair; because we
have had an election in the meantime and
we have now with us a number of new
members and others, who, as indicated by
the debate, have changed their views on
this controversial matter.

The question now is whether this Par-
liament, having decided in 1954 to take
unto itself power and authority to decide
whether 20 acres of the 1.000 acres of
King's Park should be leased fz 99 years

to the City of Perth-a very responsible
and wealthy local authority, and one well
able to decide on a plan for a worth-while
aquatic centre-Is now going to give auth-
ority for the land to be leased to the City
of Perth.

As has been said frequently tonight, the
estimated cost of the aquatic centre, as dis-
tinct from an Olympic pool, is in the
vicinity of £250,000; a sum which must be
raised by the City of Perth which no doubt
must obtain the authority of its ratepayers
in that regard. It is therefore not for us
to decide tonight whether the rate-
payers will back their local authority; and
I imagine a referendum will be held on
that question. But surely this city, which
has little or no swimming facilities other
than the beaches, which in themselves call
for a great deal of improvement, and the
river, which has deteriorated owing to
damming upstream and interference by
the population itself, should be given an
opportunity to provide an aquatic centre.

I think it is incumbent on us to allow
the City of Perth to provide some central
swimming facilities: not only for athletes,
and those who are good swimmers, but
also for toddlers and people of every age
group.

I notice that included in the City Coun-
cil's plan there are six acres of gardens
out of the 20 acres; and anyone who has
examined the plan will see that a great
deal of thought has been given to the
whole project. I can think of no more
appropriate sporting facility than this to
be placed in King's Park.

1, for one, was critical of the previous
Government in respect of its action in
filling in 45 acres of the Swan River. But
as a result of the courage and progressive
attitude of the Minister for Works and
his department to proceed with this mat-
ter, in spite of the wholesale public opposi-
tion, there will, in the not far distant
future, be put into use a structure of
which we can really be proud. Although
the previous Minister for Works is not in
his seat, I pay that tribute to him. In
my opinion the same sort of thing will
apply to the aquatic centre. It is the
young people, and not the elderly ones, who
appeal to us to allow the City of Perth
to go ahead with the building of an
aquatic centre in King's Park.

Although this Bill might be defeated
tonight-there does not seem to be much
prospect of its being passed-as the Leader
of the Opposition said, further attempts
will be made to have it established. Our
young people are progressive, and they are
prepared to allow 20 acres of the 1,000
acres in King's Park to be set aside for
this purpose. in any case, what will be
the future of King's Park as a Pleasure
resort? it is patently obvious to every
one of us that the artificially prepared
sections of the park now attract about 98
per cent. of the people who visit it.
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The Minister for Lands referred to the
21 years' lease which has been given to
the restaurant-keeper. That is a facility-
a service-which makes the park even more
attractive. We talk of attracting tourists
to this State. I have some responsibility
in this regard: and it is my view that to
make King's Park a great tourist attrac-
tion we will have to be prepared to be pro-
gressive and provide facilities there which
the tourists expect to find. If we permit
the Perth City Council to spend £250,000
on such a fine edifice-modern swimming
facilities--tourists who are impressed by
King's Park wvill go away even more im-
pressed with the aquatic centre estab-
lished in such surroundings.

Every member has made up his mind
on this matter, but there are one or two
who have not yet spoken during the de-
bate. I appeal to them to remember that
this is the last opportunity, before the
Empire Games are held, not to think in
terms of vandalism; but to say to the
City of Perth, "You take the 20 acres.
You have indicatei that you are pre-
pared to dedicate a thousand acres of Bold
Park to the Government, and we will allow
you to use the area in King's Park as
an aquatic centre.'

I say to those who suggest that an
aquatic centre should be built in Bold
Park that I think it is too far out. Why
not allow the City Council to have this
20 acres? After all, it would be more in
the centre of the main population. The
Leader of the Opposition has pointed out
that from his experience people just
wander around the outskirts of the thickets
and the veldt grass, which is growing so
freely in the park. They do that because
they find it so difficult to walk through the
other sections. If Sing's Park is to remain
attractive, and live up to the claims of cer-
tain people, the Government of the day
will not only have to spend £:1,000 in five
years but thousands and thousands of
pounds later on to restore its natural at-
tractions. Botanical gardens should be
established in the acres of land available
in the King's Park area. I am all for it.

I heartily support the suggestion of
marginal improvements to the park. I
would go further and say that most of us
will live to see the day when little of the
natural timber and grasses will remain in
the park; but there will be great park-
lands with native and artificial trees grow-
ing side by side. What could be more
appropriate for King's Park than a fine
aquatic centre which will cost the State
nothing? I would suggest that if the money
is not spent there it will not be spent
anywhere else. We cannot expect the
ratepayers of the City of Perth to raise
money which will be spent somewhere out-
side their territory.

So I make a final appeal to those few
members who have not expressed them-
selves or made up their minds. Let us
make the decision to give the City of Perth

the opportunity of creating in this city a
most attractive aquatic centre. It is with
the greatest pleasure that I support the
Bill; and I regret to think that there is a
possibility of its being defeated.

MR. O'NEIL (Canning) [12.16 am.]:
It would appear that at this late stage
there is little to be said on the matter;
and I am sure that, like me. most members
have made up their minds. I intend to
vote against the measure; but one point
has not yet been brought forward-I have
only just become cognisant of it myself.
Many people believe that if the aquatic
centre is not built in King's Park the City
of Perth will not have one. The conclud-
ing remarks of the Premier indicated that.
I have here a copy of the application for
the venue of the British Empire and Com-
monwealth Games, 1962, as submitted by
the City of Perth to the Australian British
Empire and Commonwealth Games As-
sociation. In this application are schedules
of the various proposals with respect to the
Games. It is dated the 26th May, 1958;
and I remind members that this House
rejected an application for a site in
King's Park for an aquatic centre in
September, 1957. Under the section headed
"Olympic Pool" there appears the follow-
ing-

The Perth City Council commits it-
self, by resolution of the Council on
11th March, 1957, to construct an
olympic pool and diving pool in an
aquatic centre to cost not less than
£230,000.

So it will be seen that the establishment
of an aquatic centre in the metropolitan
area is not dependent upon this House
leasing 20 acres of King's Park to the Perth
City Council. In my view, the council has
committed itself to the establishment of
such an aquatic centre in the application
that it made for the Empire Games, There-
fore any argument that may be put for-
ward that there will be no aquatic centre
if we refuse to grant a section of the park
is completely fallacious.

Mr. Lewis: You can always have a
second-grade site, of course.

Mr. O'NEIL: I do not intend to support
the measure.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) (12.19 antIl:
Earlier in the debate we had a most elo-
Quent address from the member for East
Perth putting forward his views in re-
spect of the Bill. Later on we had a
similar effort on the part of the Leader
of the Opposition. But I feel that both
of those gentlemen have fallen for some-
thing that they viciously attack on occa-
sions-] refer to the splurge propaganda
of the Press in this State to make Parlia-
ment do something, whether it wants it
or not.

Mr. Brand: We are not influenced by
that.
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Mr. JAMIESON: That might be the
opinion of the Premier, but my opinion
is that it has great bearing on what both
those members said, because I listened
very closely to their remarks. As far as
I can see, we have to judge a matter such
as this on the reaction of the people in
our own electorates: and various members
claim that the reactions of their electors
have been favourable towards the estab-
lishment of an aquatic centre in King's
Park. However, one can always get a
favourable reaction to a question if it is
put in a certain way.

It is quite easy to put to the people of
this State the question: Are you in favour
of the establishment of an aquatic centre
in King's Park?-with the accompanying
threat that if it does not go there, it will
not be established anywhere. With such
a condition attached, people would be
bound to say that they were in favour of
an aquatic centre being established in
King's Park, so that they would be as-

* sured of getting one.

Mr. Lewis: Did you put the question to
the people of Beeloo?

Mr. JAMIESON: I will come to that in
a moment. I only hope that the hon-
ourable member put it to the people in
the electorate of Moore. As the Ministerl
who introduced the Bill anticipated, it is
quite clear that, on this occasion, as
was the case when a Bill such as
this was last presented, there has been a
good deal of emotionalism associated with
the debate on this measure. Even if Par-
liament does not approve of the measure
on this occasion, I feel that in the not too
distant future certain alienations of land
in King's Park will be permitted in order
that certain activities may take place.

However, while other large tracts of
land are available, let us effectively use
them. We should not permit the Perth
City Council or anybody else in this State
to rely entirely upon a thousand acres,
comprising King's Pork, to be used in part
to provide an aquatic centre or other faci-
lities. At this juncture, that is a most
important point to be examined.

The member for Moore asked me whether
I had put this question to the people of
Beebeo. I can inform him that since a
Bill similar to this was introduced in 1957
I have received, at various times, litera-
ture from various people who oppose this
proposition; because, at all times, the sub-
ject was kept in the limelight by the Press.
Indeed, the Press put to me a question
which one could not escape: "Are you in
favour of an aquatic centre being estab-
lished in King's Park or are you against
it?" one could not avoid a question such
as that. As the former member for Fre-
Mantle found, to his amazement, he was
credited with supporting a pool in the
Park; although he was strongly opposed to

this proposal, the Press published a view-
point contrary to the one which he held.
Therefore, we cannot take very much
notice of the Press.

Nevertheless, the people who pose these
questions and who forward literature to
members of Parliament have been influ-
enced by the propaganda that appears in
the Press to have this lease granted to
the Perth City Council. All members no
doubt have received this pamphlet which
has at the top of it the words, "Do not
destroy," and which has been forwarded
by B. W. Quayle, of 204 Roberts Street,
Joondanna Heights. This is a pamphlet
which has been printed at considerable
cost to himself in order to present his
views on the subject. I have another
pamphlet signed by C. F. H. Jenkins, Pre-
sident of the Western Australian Gould
League, the contents of which appear
under the heading of "Preservation of
King's Park."

They represent genuine efforts by
those people to Put forward their objec-
tions to the establishment of a swimming
pool or aquatic centre in King's Park. I
have also received a rather neat letter
from a person whom I have never met;
but I feel it is quite appropriate to the
matter under discussion and is well worth
quoting to the House in order to present
the viewpoint of a person who has travelled
and who knows a little of parks in ex-
Pressing his views on this subject. This
letter reads as follows:-

c/o. Wesfarmers Mill,
Welshpooi. W.A..

10th June, 1959.
Dear Mr. Jamieson,

Pool in King's Park
My wife and I have travelled a bit,

and are now growing old. We have
noticed that no other great city that
we have seen has a park like that of
Perth. Also we think that in another
hundred years Perth will extend from
Armadale to Yanchep and from the
hills to the sea; that is with its
suburbs. This being so we think that
statesmanship which partly comprises
being able to look ahead, requires the
preservation of the park intact, Fur-
ther, if the swimmers have their way,
all1 other sporting bodies will have a
similar claim, and it will be goodbye
to the place we know and love.

Therefore, as our representative, will
you please oppose any move to en-
croach on its area by any institution.

Thanking you in anticipation,
Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) Victor Morton.
That is a considered letter from an elector
who obviously has not been asked by any-
one, favouring one side or the other, to
Present his views. On the other side of
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the picture, since the last debate on this
subject was held in this House, objections
have been made by various people-gal-
erally at a smoke social when everyone
was talking along not very reasoned lines
-against the establishment of a pool in
King's Park. on each occasion I have
asked those people to present their views
to me when they felt more enlightened.
However, I have never received from one
of those persons any sort of indication of
their views-one way or the other-on the
establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park.

It has been made clear that a certain
comment was made by one of the parlia-
mentarians who was visiting Perth a week
or so ago. I happened to be in the com-
pany of a Canadian Federal member when
we were travelling through King's Park
one day and I was asking him about the
Stanley Park in Vancouver. Although he
had not come from that side of Canada,
he had visited Stanley Park on his way
to Australia and he informed me that al-
though it had a certain amount of natural
wooded area, it was nowhere near the area
of natural growth in King's Park. To him,
and to others who were in the immediate
vicV~nty whilst we were discussing this
matter, the desirable feature of the park
was that King's Park was so raw and so
unkempt, even if it could not be penetrated
-as has been mentioned by the Premier.

Yet those are the features of the park
which are objected to by many people,
as well as the Premier. I am afraid that
there must be a few Gordon Berrys around
the place because several members have
said that they have walked around the
park and have never seen anybody else
there. However, I feel that there should
have been many collisions between pedes-
trians visiting the park.

They have made it most apparent that
nobody used the park; and yet it would
seem they have all used it to go through.
Not only have they used it on rare
occasions; they have also been there to see
who else was there. The member for East
Perth even admitted having found two
people in the park on one occasion. In
putting forward this argument they
are carrying their imagination a little too
far. Probably on the rare occasions they
went there they were hoping they would
not find any people in the park and were
more keen on being left on their own.

My opinion has not altered on this
matter. The people in the community who
are not desirous, at this stage at any
rate, of ceding any of the park for any
sporting facilities, are those who have
been paramount In so far as correspon-
dence to me has been concerned.

As a matter of fact, the only support of
any kind that has come to me in the course
of this literature campaign has been from

the Perth City Council; and that was in
the form of a general pamphlet that was
posted to all members of this Chamber.
That would indicate that the people are
not over-excited about this matter. But
they do want swimming facilities. The fact
is that if King's Park is not made available,
the Perth City Council will have to look
lively and make some other site available:
and the sooner it does so and gets on with
the job, the better it will be for all con-
cerned.

Its attempt to bludgeon its way through
and to try to impress on members
of Parliament that they should vote for
the measure, because the Perth City
Council considera it in the best interests
of the community, should be stopped; and
the only way to stop it is to make it clear
to the council that there are available a
number of other areas in which it can
establish swimming pools, aquatic centres,
or whatever else it might think desirable.
As an example of how attractive an aquatic
centre can be, we have been given the
opportunity to look at some coloured
pictures of the one at Wiesbaden in Ger-
many, which is supposedly one of the best
of its kind in the world.

It so happens that Wiesbaden Is 250 miles
f rem the sea and some 10 miles from a
r'iver, which is unsuitable for swimming,
because it has a snow-fed origin; and
those rivers, like the River Murray, are
likely to be very cold at all times of the
year. I imagine that in the climate of that
area it would be most suitable and desirable
to have some form of pool that could be
effectively checked and kept at a regular
temperature; and guarded and protected
from the winds and other unsavoury
features that affect aquatic sports. When
members cite that as an example, they
should bear in mind that the City of Frank-
furt, which is only 40 miles away, is an
area which is rampant with tourists
throughout the year. That alone would
indicate that this should be a desirable
centre to attract tourists, to cater for the
local populace, and to do all the things that
an aquatic centre as elaborate as that is
supposed to do.

But whether an aquatic centre would
have the same effect here is very doubtful.
Be that as it may, let us now get back to
the problem before us; and particularly to
the leasing of 20 acres of King's Park. It
is not a question of 20 acres at all. If
members look at the proposal, they will see
it will amount to all that land between
May Drive, King's Park Road, Thomas
Street and back over the area that is now
used by Hale School; because once we start
something lie this, it is certain that all of.
the natural vegetation will go. it will all
have to be improved: gardens will have to be
planted; and instead of 20 acres being
taken, it will be more like 120 acres that
will be immediately affected by this lease.
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In time, that particular area will either be
all desert or it will have to be planted with
lawns and gardens and improved in that
manner. Yet we have some local flora that
is unique, and we should insist on keeping
it there irrespective of whether the veldt
grass is encroaching on it or not; at least
there is some local flora there to show
the people. As far as I am concerned, at this
stage I am Prepared to retain kangaroo
Paws in that particular area of the park
rather than have an aquatic centre.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development-in reply) [12.37
am.]: I want to thank members for the
interest they have taken in this Bill, even
if some of them have been fairly vocal
in their condemnation of myself as the
mover of the measure. I would also thank
those who have declared their support for
it. One of the most important features of
this debate has been the fact that we have
had the very pleasant spectacle of the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier
of the day taking a completely parallel
line in connection with this matter. This
is more than a coincidence, and it has
demonstrated beyond doubt that the meas-
ure is a non-Party one that should be
judged on its merits.

Mr. W. Hegney: Hear, hear!

Mr. COURT: I want to thank the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier
for the very simplified and complete
picture they painted of this project. On
the other hand, we have had the views ex-
pressed in opposition, which I think were
wittingly or unwittingly summnarised by the
member for Harvey when he started the
debate in opposition to the measure. I
think it can be summarised as just the
typical "Hands off the Park" argument we
hear from time to time. This is emphas-
ised by this so-called bulldozer that is
going in from the Perth City Council, and
the fear that the giving of this particular
area will mean eventually an encroach-
ment on the whole of the park. Of course
that is not the true picture; and the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier
both emphasised the other side of it. If
this bulldozer moves In, as it no doubt
would, in the construction of this aquatic
centre, it will be but the preliminary to
something bigger and better in conception
than anything which exists in this State
at present.

I agree that the proposal for the fringe
development of the park is inevitable.
There will come a time when we will see
the fringe development of the park as a
frame around the natural bush of the
park. This Is desirable and necessary. I
think members have overlooked the fact
that it will not be long before Thomas
Street is developed similarly to King's
Park Road right through to the Uni-
versity. If members bear that in mind,

they will have a different appreciation of
the traffic and other problems; and of
the general setting of this centre at the
corner of King's Park Road and Thomas
Street.

It is logical that with the natural de-
velopment of this city it will be necessary
to establish additional tearooms in King's
Park. Already the present tearooms are
proving inadequate for the local and visitor
patronage. It is quite logical that the
proposed tearooms to be built with the
aquatic centre could partly relieve the
problem that would inevitably be created
by the increase in population.

As I see the situation, those in f avour
of the project have expressed themselves
fairly soberly tonight; but many of those-
not all-in opposition to the project seem
to develop an indescribable fanaticism in
connection with this matter. Their op-
Position does not seem to be based on
normal, logical reasoning. I respect the
fact that they are entitled to oppose this
Bill, just as I claim the right and privilege
to introduce it; and I claim the right to
support the project. There is a certain
group that seems to have an indescribable
fanaticism. I cannot get to the bottom
of what makes them tick on this issue.
I can understand their opposition as part
of their democratic right, but the way this
issue brings up their fanaticism is beyond
my comprehension.

When the vote is taken on this Bill, so
far as I am concerned, the issue is closed.
I felt that 1, or somebody else in this
House, had a duty to bring the Bill before
Parliament again in order to allow a deci-
sion to be made. The position is that on
the one hand we have those in favour of
the measure expressing themselves fairly
soberly, and maybe forthrightly on some
occasions,

Mr. W. Hegney: What do you mean
"fairly soberly"? I thought we were all
sober.

Mr. COURT: On the other hand, we
have those who expressed their views
against the measure In strong terms.
Therefore, we have a small balance of
members who will virtually be called upon
to make the decision when the vote is taken
shortly. I ask those members to have due
regard for the issue and the responsibility
that confronts them. I ask them, when
this division list Is Published tomorrow, as
no doubt it will be. whether they will be
able to face the people at large and the
youth of this community in particular?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Is that a veiled
threat?

Mr. COURT: It is not a veiled threat,
but a statement of the position. Will they
be able to face the people at large, and
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the youth of this community in particular,
and feel that they have done the right
thing?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is your
opinion.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! This debate has
been conducted fairly well up to now. There
were all sorts of opinions expressed by
various members, some of which were
derogatory to other members. At present
this debate seems to be developing into
barracking. it is disgraceful and must
cease.

Mr. COURT: Earlier I expressed the
view, during my introduction of the Bill.
that if the City Council did not receive
permission to construct this centre I
doubted whether we would see an aquatic
centre in the metropolitan area in the
foreseeable future. My remarks were mis-
interpreted by the member for Victoria
Park, because I did not lay it down as an
ultimatum that there would be no aquatic
centre. I expressed the view that it was
very doubtful whether there would be an
aquatic centre, In spite of what has been
read out by the member for Canning, I
still have very grave doubts as to whether
we will see an aquatic centre if this Bill
is rejected.

The City Council has been very fair
over this matter. At no stage has it
said, "No pool in the park; no games."
It made the position very clear that if there
was an adverse decision it would look for
another site. The council emphasised that
such a site would no doubt be a pool, and
not a centre.

I want to reiterate the story of a centre,
because it does have an important bearing
on the Issue. The plan that has been laid
down by the City Council as the suggested
plan for this centre is an ingenious one.
Quite apart from the emphasis which the
council has placed on the fringe develop-
ment to screen the centre as much as
practicable, it also proposes to develop
a most pleasant aspect, so far as the main
pool and the seating accommodation are
concerned.

One of the most regrettable features of
most Olympic pools is the mighty great
lump of bricks and mortar, which is not
an adornment on the landscape at all.
Like the Melbourne Olympic pool, it is
merely a huge structure. I do not think
it adorns the place. It has proved to be
a white elephant, because of the nature
of its construction and conception, and be-
cause of its location.

The conception of the City Council is
unique. I doubt whether it has been re-
produced, prior to this, anywhere else. If

members will just think for one moment
of the possibilities of this centre, the views
of some who may be wavering at present
may be changed. There are many who
seem to feel that this Parliament can tell
the Perth City Council what it shall do
with its funds.

There are certain limiting factors for the
City Council. One is the total sum of
money available to it, and for which it
has to obtain the sanction of the rate-
payers; and the other is the boundaries of
the municipality. Various sites have been
suggested outside its boundaries, but it is
forbidden by law to contribute to the
establishment of a pool at those sites. The
council has not only to have regard to the
suitability of sites, but also to a site within
its own boundaries.

Much emphasis has been placed on what
we are going to give the City Council. I
stress that we will not be giving it any-
thing. The council is the party accepting
the liability and the great responsibility.
It has said, "We are prepared to go to the
ratepayers and sell this proposition to
them." As I see it, that is the council's
responsibility. If we do give approval, it
has to go before the ratepayers. No doubt
there would be various forces stirred up.
It has to jump the hurdle; but that is not
our responsibility or worry. We will have
done our part in clearing the way.

In speaking to this Bill the Minister for
Lands said that we were vesting the pro-
posed site in the City Council. I want
to emphasise that is just what we are not
doing. One clause in the Bill stipulates
that this particular piece of land should
be vested in the board, and the board is the
King's Park Board. That board was par-
ticularly mentioned; and I understand it
was included in the Bill originally to over-
come the objection of somebody who felt
that the land was to be vested in the City
Council and not the board.

Mr. W. ]Hegney: The bulldozer will go
in just the same.

Mr. COURT: If the honourable member
will vote for the Bill, and if the City
Council promises to do the work with the
shovel instead of the bulldozer, I shall
make the necessary arrangements. if we
go past this particular clause which speci-
fically vests the site in the board, and not
in the City Council, and if we read the
terms of the lease, we will read a docu-
nment as tight as any lease document can
be. After hearing the debate around the
Chamber, I wonder how many members
have actually read the lease document. It
gives the board the utmost control.

The City Council cannot even Put up a
sign without the approval of the board.
It can only do things within the area
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allotted, so far as the structure is con-
cerned, with the permission and prior
approval in writing of the King's Park
Board. When the period of the lease has
expired, the permanent structures will re-
main the property of the King's Park
Board. Admittedly, 99 years is a long time.
The fact is that the title of the land will
at no stage be vested in the City Council.

I want to make one or two points, and
I shall be as brief as I can. This centre
is a most important step in the life of the
City of Perth and the life of the State.
and particularly in connection with aquatic
activities. This centre will be the
first and it must set a standard; it must
be a show place; and it must be in the
right place. We are dealing with this in
the year 1959. Various arguments have
been advanced that the pool should be
situated in Victoria Park or Bold Park. As
I explained previously, there could be
other centres at the appropriate time
when the population justifies them: but at
this point of time, in 1959, we have the
population to justify the first aqluatic
centre, and we must build it in the loca-
tion best suited for the present population
and let the next 30 years take care of
themselves, so far as the next aquatic
centre is concerned, as distinct from local
Olympic pools.

The population density has really not
been successfully challenged. Some mem-
bers have implied that other areas would
be equally suitable, but no-one has Pro-
duced statistics of the number of people
who live in the areas radiating from alter-
native sites. The people iving at COMO
are, with the opening of the Narrows
Bridge, closer to the King's Park site than
the people of Dalkeith.

Mr. W. HegneY: The people of Dalkeith
will not be paying for this pool.

Mr. COURT: I do not believe the People
of Como or any of the other places outside
the City of Perth will be paying for It.
The people of the country will not be;
but they will be using it, I hope. The Perth
City Council is responsible for the pro-
vision of the money; and as the council
of a capital city it has to provide many
facilities which are used by people who are
not ratepayers of that municipality.

The engineering side has been dismissed
rather flippantly. However, I repeat that
the engineering side is of extreme import-
ance. One could build a pool in the middle
of a river if one wanted to. That would
present no insurmountable engineering
difficulties, but it would be done at great
cost.

There is no point in doing things of that
nature if we do not have to do them. One
does not go along and build an aquatic
centre in the middle of a river to demon-
strate at a cost of about three-quarters
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of a million pounds that one can be built,
Particularly when we have a much more
suitable location.

It is interesting to find that most
of the members who represent electorates
which border on this proposed facility are
very strongly in favour of it; and those
who represent electorates that are
situated around it could quite easily
be criticised if anything went wrong with
the management of it and the traffic got
into a mess; or if there was a lot of noise
and vandalism. However, it is interesting
to note that the people who represent the
surrounding electorates are prepared to
take the risk. Members can be sure that
those people would have assessed the mat-
ter carefully.

I am referring to the electorates of East
Perth, West Perth, Subiaco, Nedlands,
Leederville, and Claremont. The repre-
sentatives of those electorates are the ones
most likely to be criticised if anything
goes wrong with the pool-if it is a white
elephant; if the traffic is a shambles; and
if there is excessive noise, and so on. Each
of those members has weighed the situa-
tion.

I would remind members that the
Chamlbsr of Commerce has announced its
suppor t of the scheme-its unanimous
support. As we know, that association has
a body of members comprising a strong
proportion of City of Perth ratepayers--
and big ratepayers. There is a body which
hag fully assessed the situation and has
said, in the interests of the city and in
the interests of the State, that it is pre-
pared to accept any burden that might be
placed on ratepayers in connection with
the capital debt to be incurred on this
pool.

Most of the Points raised in opposition
have been dealt with in argument and
counter argument, and for that reason
I will not go through each member's
speech. However, I would not like mem-
bers to think that a lack of courtesy on
my part. I think they would consider it a
lack of courtesy on my part if I did not
get on and end quickly.

Several members: Hear, hear!

Mr. COURT: I would like to leave this
thought which was touched upon by the
member for Murchison. He, of course.
comes from a line of people who would be
very prominent at about the time when
this park was created. I am quite certain
that all this bally-hoc about what our
forebears would think about this proposal
has been completely misrepresented. My
conception is entirely different. I can
imagine that if some of our forebears who
were responsible for creating this area
could look at this Proposal, they would give
us their nod of approval. They would go so
far as to say, "We should be proud of
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our foresight in creating an area ahead
of its time so that in the year 1959 it
was possible for the Parliament of this
State to give permission for the City of
Perth to build something not only useful,
but educational, important to the com-
munity and also very beautiful."

Question put and a division taken with
the following reiut:-

Ayes-la.
Mr. Bickerton Dr. Henn,
lMr. Brand Mr. Kelly
Mr. Burt Mr. Lewis
Mr. Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Craig Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Graham Mr. Seweul
Mr. Gutlie Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Hawke Mr. Wild
Mr. Real Mr. Croninelin

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bovell
Brady
Cornell
Evans
Maetcher
Grayden
J. Hegney
W. Hegney
Hutchinson
Jai eson
Lawrence
Mann
r. w. Mannini

Ayes.
Mr. Hall
Mr. Nulsen

Noes-27.
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfteld
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Rhatiga
Mr. Roberts
Mr. May

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Toms
Mr. Watts

(Tell

Majority against-S9.
Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

House adjourned at 1 ea. (Friday).

ttgislatu (ounril
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pin., and read Prayers.

BILLS (7)-ASSENT
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. State Eelectricity Commission Act
Amendment Bill (No. 2)_

2. Land Agents Act Amendment Bill.
3. Interstate Maintena'ince Recovery Bill.
4. Noxious Weeds Act Amendment Bill.
5. Nurses Registration Act Amendment

Bill.
6. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-

ance) Act Amendment Bill.
'7. Filled Milk Bill.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
Tabling

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
'age the Auditor-General a copy of his report
224 on the Treasurer's statement of the

Public Accounts for the financial year
24ended the 30th June. 1959. It will be

laid on the table of the House.

224

225
225
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226
226

224
224
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QUESTIONS ON NOMCE
WATER SUPPLIES

Consumption and Cost in Various Cities
1.The Hon. A. L. LOTON (for the Hon.

L. C. Diver) asked the Minister for
Mines:

Will the Minister give the House
the following information con-
cerning water supplies:

(1) The average daily consump-
tion of water per head of
population in the driest

2224
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